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ABOUT BETHANIA 

Our  organizaGon  came  into  being  in  1998  as  a  ChrisGan, 

non‐profit,  charitable  organizaGon  founded  by  Ilie  Coada, 

pastor of  the Evangelical BapGst church  in Tintareni, Anenii 

Noi region.  

At  that  Gme,  the  organizaGon  was  operaGng  under  the 

name Dorca Chris:an Relief Founda:on. During the years of 

operaGon,  we  implemented  several  social  care  projects, 

material  support,  family care and children support projects 

on  our  own  behalf  and  in  partnership  with  DORCAS  AID 

InternaGonal (Holland).    

In  2001  the  organizaGon  changed  its  name  to    BETHANIA 

ChrisGan  Relief  AssociaGon.  Changes  in  poliGcal,  economic 

and social environment in the Republic of Moldova revealed 

new challenges for BETHANIA.   

The  need  for    operaGng  projects  in  the  areas  of  human 

trafficking  prevenGon,  social  and  family  integraGon  of 

children  from orphanages and boarding  schools,  as well  as 

day  care  for  children  from  vulnerable  families  increased 

dramaGcally.    

BETHANIA  started  to  develop  and  implement  projects  that 

would respond to the most urgent needs of our people. 

In  2011  BETHANIA  changed  its  name  to  Public  AssociaGon 

BETHANIA  ChrisGan  Relief  AssociaGon  and was  included  in 

the  State  Registry  of  Non‐Commercial  OrganizaGons  of 

Moldova. 



AREAS OF ACTIVITY 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•  Chris<an Community Center: 

• AFer‐School Program,  

• Children’s Day Celebra<on ,   

• Summer Day  Camps   

•  Children Day Care Center in Bulboaca 

Child Care and Educa<on  

• Protec<on Home 

• Transi<on House for Orphan Girls 

• Shelter 

• Long‐Term Placements 

Human Trafficking Preven<on 

• Short‐Term Placements 

• Foster Care 

Social and Family Integra<on of Children from Boarding Schools 

•  Elderly Day Care Center (Tintareni) 

•  Meals on Wheels (Tintareni) 

• Meals on Wheels (Bulboaca) 

Elderly Care 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Bethania’s mission is to share the love of the Lord 

Jesus Christ through practical deeds in partnership 

with churches and other organizations in the 

business of relieving human suffering.  

PHILOSOPHY 

Motivated and influenced by the teaching and 

example of our Lord, Jesus Christ, we serve our 

beneficiaries as a demonstration of God’s 

unconditional love for all people. We believe that 

every person has God-given dignity and worth. 

OBJECTIVES:  
Child Care and Education projects aim to enrich 

the lives of the children from social-vulnerable 

families through various educational, recreational, 

and spiritual services based upon Biblical 

principles with the aim of avoiding 

institutionalization of the children and dropping out 

of school.  

Human Trafficking Prevention projects are 

committed to offering protection for graduates of 

orphanages and boarding schools immediately 

after they leave the institution and during the hard 

period of moving forward towards an independent 

adult life.  

Social and Family Integration of Children from 
Boarding Schools projects are designed to 

provide short and permanent family care and 

support for children from orphanages and boarding 

school who cannot live with their biological family. 

Elderly Care projects seek to make a difference in 

elders’ lives by providing quality day services in a 

supportive, comfortable, and secure environment 

by maintaining their independence and social 

integration.  

MISSION, PHILOSOPHY, OBJECTIVES 
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PREFACE BY THE PRESIDENT 

God has blessed me to be with BETHANIA from the 

very  beginning  as  founder  and  for  many  years 

already  as  President.  I  have been privileged  to  see 

the  constant  growth  of  our  organizaGon.  The 

challenges  of  2011  were  great,  but  we  have  been 

determined to undertake those challenges.   

In  today’s  unstable  climate,  the  needs  of  the 

beneficiaries  are  considerable  and  we  ask  God  to 

give us resolving power and wisdom to concentrate 

on  the  mission  of  BETHANIA.  It  is  encouraging  to 

hear  expressions  of  graGtude  from  our 

beneficiaries, who tell us how their lives or the lives 

of  their  families  changed  because  of  our 

intervenGon.  

Currently  BETHANIA  has  31  employees  that  are 

involved  in  all  of  our  projects.  The  projects  are 

designed  to  support  and  care  for  different 

categories  of  people  including  children  at  risk, 

teenagers, orphans, and elders. By the means of our 

projects  in  2011  we  provided  social  services  to  a 

total of 1154 people. The number is   scary even for 

us.  

God  has  blessed  us with  a wonderful  and  efficient 

team,  which  consists  of  dedicated  and  commihed 

workers. All of them have seriously taken ownership 

of their duGes and have been devoted to improving 

the  lives of  every  single beneficiary. We all  believe 

that this is God’s ministry and we are His servants.    

During 2011 we enjoyed  trusiul  relaGonships with 

our foreign partners. God is using all of us together  

as  staff,  volunteers,  partners,  and  local  community 

members  to  carry  out  our  mission  to  serve 

Moldovan people with love and dedicaGon.  

Sincerly,  

Ilie Coada 

President of Bethania ChrisGan Relief AssociaGon 

Not to us, Lord, not to us but to your 
name be the glory, because of your love 

and faithfulness.  

Psalms 115:1 





.  



CCC: AFTER‐SCHOOL PROGRAM 

The main focus in 2011, was on offering free 

educational, emotional and material support to 

children from unprivileged family background. The 

children are selected with the help of the school 

teachers based on their school results and family 

situation. The After-School Program is opened 

from Monday to Friday from 12 a.m to 5 p.m during 

the school year.  

We are able to accommodate at most 50 children 

and we work at full capacity. When a child leaves 

the project, the vacancy is filled the next day. 

During the year, five children left the project. Two 

of them were taken by the Social Department in a 

boarding school because of their family situation.  

The children’s academic achievements are one of 

the biggest challenges. There are only 5 teachers 

for this big group of children. To closely supervise 

them, the children are divided in four classes with 

one teacher to help them.    

Individual and group support in completing the 

homework is offered.  

Besides helping with homework, we give attention 

to leisure and entertainment activities. We 

celebrate the children’s birthdays every month, and 

make craft projects together. On Christmas the 

children presented a program with carols and 

drama at the Baptist Church. They also prepared 

Christmas cards for their parents and teachers.  

In Spring and late Autumn the children made visits 

to Museums, playing around and enjoying pizza in 

Chisinau. We believe that all these activities 

created long-lasting memories.  

A group of graduates of the ASP 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SUPPORTED BY: HvM, COM, anonymous dona<ons 

BUDGET  52913 

EXPENSES  52715 

1 CHILD  4,8 Euro/day 



On the 1st of June, more than 350 children and 

adults from Tintareni, Bulboaca and surrounding 

villages celebrated Children’s Day along with us.  

Preparations for this event started several months 

before. It was also a time when, due to the big 

number of participants, about 20 volunteers, young 

people from the local church, beneficiaries of the 

Transition House and Shelter projects, and other 

youth from the community joined us in the process 

of preparation and organization of the event.  

The program was divided into two parts. For the 

first part of the program we invited the Republican 

Theatre for Children and Youth “Luceafarul”, which 

performed a musical show. The second part was 

presented by our staff and volunteers and included 

many interactive games and competitions.  

“The Kingdom of the children” was the theme of 

the day. Every child received a crown at the 

entrance. They also enjoyed face-painting,  

beautiful music, they made castles in sand and 

served ice-cream.  

The 1st of June is an important experience for us 

when staff from different projects and volunteers 

offer their support in this challenging activity. 
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Building  sand castles with friends 

SUPPORTED BY: HvM, Bethania 

BUDGET  750 

EXPENSES  1095 

1 CHILD  2,9 Euro 



For more than 10 years, Bethania has been 

involved in providing children’s recreation. In 2011 

we organized three Day Camps, which offered 

opportunities for 145 children from financially 

underprivileged families to rest, make new friends 

and discover new opportunities.  

In order to maintain high quality program, 

Bethania’s Day Camps operated to meet the 

standards put out by the Department of Education 

and Public Health Department. The educators, 

administration, volunteers and other staff involved 

were trained in  key aspects related to the health 

and safety of children.  

The two week day camp becomes more popular to 

children from surrounding villages. This summer a 

total of 40 participants came from other villages. 

Because we don’t offer transportation, they had 

to make a one-hour walk every morning and 

afternoon. Each day started at 9 a.m. and ended 

at 5 p.m. Besides the activities we offered meals 

to children three time during the day.  

For the last couple of years, we use to organize 

one of the camp along with teams from the 

Evangelical CAMA Church from Eemnes, 

Holland. This intercultural experience is very 

appreciated by us, as well as by the children and 

their parents.  
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Annual 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The team from Eemness playing drama  

SUPPORTED BY: HvM 

BUDGET  8985 

EXPENSES  7600 

1 CHILD  51 Euro/10 days 



CHILDREN DAY CARE CENTER IN 

BULBOACA 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By 01 April 2010, out of the total amount of school 

age children, about 84,207 children lived without 

parental supervision, about 66% had one parent 

working abroad, and 34% had both parents 

working abroad[1].  

The Day Care Center in Bulboaca is tailored to the 

needs of primary school-age children. It offers free 

of charge services in preparing homework,  

recreation with adult supervision and a hot meal at 

lunch. Instructors in the program are experienced 

in child education and have experience in working 

with children of this age. Participants in the 

program are children from disadvantage families: 

low-income, mono-parental families, children 

whose parents have left the country to work 

abroad, dysfunctional families.  

The Day Care Center is committed to offer a 
learning after-school experience to 15-20 
children  from Bulboaca. Every day 17 

children came to the center. Two teachers 
helped them to prepare their homework and 
entrained them in various activities. One of the 
teacher’s is teaching also in the local school.   

Between 27 of June – 2nd of July  we 
organized  a camp for 40 children from 
Bulboaca.  

___________________________________ 

[1]Staying Behind: The Effects of MigraGon on Older People and Children in Moldova, NaGonal Study HelpAge Int. and UNICEF, 2010 

SUPPORTED BY: KoeH 

BUDGET  12864 

EXPENSES  14983 

1 CHILD   3,5 Euro/day 



TESTIMONIES 

I  have  been  aHending  the  center  for 

several  years  already.  Unfortunately, 

this  is  my  last  year  to  come  here 

because  I  am  a  fiKh  grade  student.  I 

would like to say that I was helped very 

much  here  with  my  homework.  I  have 

beHer grades in math and French. Here 

we  eat  delicious  lunches  every  day, we 

make  trips  to  museums  and  other 

interes:ng places. Thank you.  

Daniela ahends the ChrisGan 

Community Center in Tintareni 

I am 11 years old and I am a fiKh grade 

student. I live with my mother. I have no 

brother or  sister. My  father doesn’t  live 

with  us.  I  have  been  aHending  the 

center  for  four  years  already.  I  like  it 

very  much.  Here  we  learn  many 

interes:ng  things  about  God  and 

people.  I  am  helped  to  prepare  my 

homework, we play different interes:ng 

games. Most of all I like to play football 

and chess.   

Alexander ahends Children Day Care 

Center in Bulboaca 

I  am  10  years  old.  We  are  five  in  our 

family. My father is unemployed and we 

can not  afford many good  things.  I  like 

to  come  to  the  center  where  we  play 

together, learn interes:ng things, do our 

homework    and  take  part  in  exci:ng 

ac:vi:es.  

Vasile ahends Children Day Care  

Center in Bulboaca 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The  main  focus  in  2011  was  on  developing  the 

personality  of  the  girls  and  prepare  for  their 

independent  life.  The  girls  graduated  from  the  11th 

grade at  the  lyceum. Five of  the girls ended the school 

year  successfully.  Unfortunately,  two  of  the  girls  faced 

difficulGes  and  got  expelled  from  school.    Both  of  the 

girls were helped to enroll at a Public AssociaGon Center 

“Insula  Sperantelor”  that  provides  educaGon  in 

professional  cooking  and  hair  styling.    The  other  five 

girls conGnue their educaGon in the 12 grade.  

Alongside,  implementaGon  of  other  acGviGes  included 

in  the AcGvity Plan were carried out. Once a week  the 

girls  did  voluntary  work  at  the  ChrisGan  Community 

Center.   During  the  summer Gme,  they  volunteered  at 

the Children’s Day and helped for two weeks at the day 

camp for children. Volunteer acGviGes help to   develop 

posiGve social skills and self‐esteem.  

Twice  per  month  the  girls  were  offered  independent 

living days when the girls had full responsibiliGes for the 

household. 

The girls were encouraged to develop relaGonships with 

their birth families.   During their breaks from school all 

of them visited their close relaGves.  

From  October  28  to  November  7th,  representaGves  of 

the Shelter and TransiGon House projects made a trip to 

Holland for project presentaGons.  

Marina and Lena in visit to Holland 

Sam Zwagerman congratulates Veronica on comple:ng successfully the cooking program. 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SUPPORTED BY: HvM, Bethania 

BUDGET  30247 

EXPENSES  28505 

1 Beneficiary  11 Euro/day 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In 2011 the Shelter provided a supporGve environment 

to five beneficiaries. Three girls conGnued their studies 

in the 3rd year of studies at the University of Chisinau in 

Social  Work,  Management  and  AdministraGon,  and 

Psychology. One girl finished her   4th year of studies  in 

Medicine  and  one  girl  finished  her  2nd  year  in 

InformaGcs.  

During their Gme in the project, the girls are supported 

in  making  their  own  decisions.  The  acGviGes  are 

designed  to encourage personal  growth, maturity,  self‐

esteem  and  independence  of  the  girls.  The  social 

workers collaborate with the schools where the girls do 

their  studies  with  the  aim  of  supporGng  them  in  the 

educaGonal  process.  Individual  working  plans 

accommodated  to  the  girl's  needs  are  put  in  pracGce. 

AddiGonally,   the girls are linked with other agencies or 

community  services.  On  weekends  and  during  the 

summer  vacaGon  the  girls  enjoy  spending  Gme  at  the 

pool or having a barbeque outdoors.  

Since  2005,  17  girls  have  have  been  through  the 

Shelter project. Their  life a^er  they  leave  the Shelter 

differs from one girl to another. Up Gll now seven girls 

formed their own families. Some of them are mothers 

already and we are happy anyGme any of them come 

to visit us. Eight girls have  jobs which offer  them the 

possibility to live a decent life. 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Natasa and Lena pain:ng the house  Natasa working in the greenhouse 

The  ProtecGon  Home  conGnues  to  offer  housing  and 

protecGon  to  its  three  beneficiaries.  These  girls  who 

suffered from insGtuGonal neglect and acts of omission 

in  their  childhood  need  permanent  protecGon  and 

support. The ProtecGon Home is designed to offer them 

the possibility to live in a safe environment with dignity 

and full of respect.  

The  girls  have  lived  in  Tintareni  for  12  years  already. 

During  this  Gme,  the  ProtecGon  Home  became  their 

own  home  where  they  enjoy  to  live  surrounded  by 

friends and caring people.   

Each of the girls has their own occupaGon. N. works  in 

the  greenhouse.  During  the  winter  Gme  she  enjoys 

knisng  socks.  Also,  since  2010 N.  is  the  legal  tutor  of 

David,  her    11  year  old  nephew.  Besides  that  she was 

assisted  to  prepare  all  needed  documents  to  benefit 

from the state monthly social payment. Since the girls 

cover  most  of  the  expenses  for  the  house  from  their 

own money, this new income is very appreciated. L., the 

other girl,  is busy with maintaining the house, while A. 

has  a  full‐Gme  job  outside  of  the  house.  Besides  that 

she has a big heart  for elders. Every  free day she visits 

elders  from  Tintareni,  helps  them with  the  household, 

cooks  for  them, and spends Gme with them. She o^en 

advocates  for  these  elders  in  front  of  state  instances 

supporGng  their  rights.  When  an  elder  has  problems 

with electricity or gas, she  is to solve the problem. She 

has  been  doing  this  for  several  years  already  and  on 

Sundays  organizes  young  people  from  the  local  church 

to visit elders from the church.  

During 2011 the girls were visited by different people to 

help them to do different repair works.   

Through  Hart  voor  Moldova  several  groups  of  people 

came to renovate the outside of the two   houses of the 

ProtecGon Home.  In April a group of five Dutch people 

came  and  helped  to  change  the  roof  of  the  house.  In 

May, Anita and Dick Von Voorst from Holland helped the 

girls  to  paint  the  house.  During  the  summer  Gme  a 

Dutch    team  of  16  young  people  led  by  Liviu  and 

Jacqueline  Pavalas  helped  the  girls  to  build  a  fence 

between  the  neighbors  and  the  ProtecGon  Home  and 

painted the outside of the other house.  

SUPPORTED BY: HvM, Bethania 

BUDGET  4600 

EXPENSES  4685 

1 Beneficiary  11 Euro/day 

Jon and Samuel changing the roof of the house 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TESTIMONIES 

Back in Moldova I found a woman who promised to find 

me  a  job  abroad.  Very  quickly  she  made  all  the 

documents I needed. When I came to say goodbye to my 

Dutch  friends one of them understood what kind of job 

had  been  offered  to me  (I  was  about  to  be  trafficked) 

and took all my documents from me. By that :me they 

moved  to  Tintareni  already.  They  opened  a  Transi:on 

House  for  Orphan  Girls  and worked  as  social  workers. 

So, I decided to come to Tintareni to get my documents 

back. Here I was welcomed with love and care. I visited 

the church too. I understood that this was the best place 

for me and I decided to stay. I learned to read and write. 

I  started  to  aHend  the  youth mee:ngs.  AKer  a while  I 

was asked to get involved in the ministry to elders. Since 

then I dedicated myself to this ministry. I have about 30 

elders that I visit. I help them with everything that they 

need: cook, clean the house. Most of all they like to talk 

and sing. 

I feel very well here. I also have a job in the village and I 

can  provide  for myself.  I  made many  friends  from  the 

church and from the village. Most of all I am proud that 

I found comfort in Jesus. He became my Lord and Savior.   

It is so difficult to live  when you are alone in this world. 

My heart  is  full  of  joy when  I  think  that God  cares  for 

me. He changed my life.  

I don’t know where I was born. My mother leK me in my early childhood and I was taken to an orphanage. I didn’t 

like the life there, I was beaten, I was hungry and I oKen ran away. I  lived in a room with 15 other girls. OKen the 

educators were drunk.   During the winter :me it was very cold inside. Many children died of cold and hunger. The 

children where buried under the snow. During the years that I was there I never went to school.  I couldn’t read or 

write. There was a Chris:an lady working there, but she couldn’t change much. Once I ran from the orphanage.  

I decided that  I had to tell people about what was happening  in the orphanage.  I  leK the orphanage and went to 

Chisinau.  I managed to bring back an inspec:on aKerwards but for what I did I was punished and forced to stay in a 

dark and humid basement with rats and with no food for one week.   

AKer a while three Dutch people came to live at the orphanage. They offered medial help, brought clothes and shoes 

for us, taught hygiene, and repaired the hea:ng system. Nobody treated us so well before. They also taught us to 

bring  food  to  sick  and  bed‐bounded  people  from  our  orphanage.  I  started  to  spend more  :me with  them.  They 

helped me receive my ID card. Several :mes I wanted to commit suicide, but they helped me every :me.   I wanted 

very much to leave the orphanage and I moved to a family from the village. I was babysidng. AKer several years I 

ran away to Belorussia where I stayed illegally for several months. I wanted to help the family financially, but I was 

caught and sent back to Moldova. 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In most of the cases, long-term placement occurs 

because of the warm bond developed between the 

family and the child during his/her short visits to 

the family while the child was still in the 

orphanage. The relationship between them 

became so close that when time comes to leave 

the orphanage, the family welcomes the graduate 

in their home.  

Long-term placements is a three-year project of 

support for graduates of the orphanages who can 

not live with their birth family. The project can be 

expanded according to the individual needs of the 

beneficiary. For example, if the beneficiary wants 

to continue his/her studies, the support will be 

maintained until the beneficiary finishes her/his 

studies.  

In the beginning, the project was designed for 

girls only. Due to the fact that the boys at this 

age are exposed to the risk of being trafficked, 

the same as the girls, we considered it important 

to include boys too.  

In 2011, 7 girls and three boys of 15-20 years 

old  were assisted within this project. One girl left 

the project in August, when she decided to leave 

the family and the school and get married. 

Seven of them are students at different colleges 

and professional schools. Two of them study in 

school.  
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Every child has the right to be loved and carried for 

in a safe family environment.   

In 2006 the Government started to implement the 

reform of the residential care system. There were 

about 12000 children placed in 68 orphanages. 

80% of them had one of both parents alive. As a 

result of the reform, at the end of 2011, only 5550 

children were placed in 55 orphanages[1].  

Il Ponte projects offer alternative services to help 

meet the needs of these children in a loving and 

caring family.  Short-term placement provides a 

caring, safe and supportive environment during 

vacation periods for children from orphanages and 

boarding schools who cannot live with their 

family. It works as a bridge between home, 

residential and foster care placements. We 

encourage families to take the same children 

every vacation to maintain and develop a 

relationship and eventually become a foster 

family for this child.  

As a consequence of the reform of the 

residential care system the number of children in 

orphanages decreased and 2011 was the first 

year since we started when we had more 

families than children available.  

___________________________________ 

[1] Monitoring Report on implementa:on of the Government Decision no. 784 from July 9, 2007 concerning the approval of the Na:onal Strategy  

and Na:onal Ac:on Plan for Reforming the  Residen:al Care System (www. jusGce.gov.md/public/files/file/.../H._G._nr._784_SM_1.doc) 

[2] hHp://m.protv.md/s:ri/social/de‐revelion‐copiii‐de‐la‐internatul‐din‐straseni‐au‐primit‐in.html 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This project provides help in receiving medical 

treatment for ill children from orphanages that 

they would not otherwise receive. With no family 

to care for them, when they are affected by a 

severe illness, the chances of being treated in the 

orphanage are very small. We provide medical 

care at the Children Central Hospital in Chisinau 

based on an agreement that we have with the 

hospital since 2008.  In the first part of 2011 we 

were able to organize medical treatments in the 

hospital for 57 children. Unfortunately, we had to 

stop because of several reasons. One of them 

was that we want to do it in accordance with the 

law and we explore the options that we have. A 

second reason was that after the children went 

back to the orphanage, they didn’t receive any 

further treatment that the doctor prescribed to the 

child. In 2012 we hope to find solutions for both 

problems and continue to intervene in this issue.  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In May and June two ten-day treatment camps 

were held at a Christian Medical Center from 

Cioburciu for children from boarding schools. Over 

70 children had the possibility to combine 

enjoyment, pleasure and health care. The children 

took part in different recreational activities: sports, 

handcrafts, excursions, and Bible lessons. In the 

same time, the doctors watched over their health 

and administrated qualified treatment. The 

children were accompanied by two educators and 

a nurse from their boarding school, who took 

active part in the program and enjoyed to share 

with their experience with the camp staff.  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The number of Foster Care Families in Moldova is 

growing. In 2011 there were 80 Foster Families 

with 309 children all over the country[1]. Foster 

family services aim to offer a home with loving 

parents to orphan children or children without 

parental care for an extended period. Three to 

seven children aged to 14 can be placed in one 

foster family. The foster family is to provide care for 

these children until they reach adulthood. When 

they decide to continue their studies, the foster 

care is prolonged until the child is 23.  

In 2011 Bethania Foster Care Project included 16 

families that carried for a total number of 52 

children in foster care. Two new families came in 

the project during this year.  

Before families are accepted in the project, the 

foster parents are required to prepare all the 

documentation requested by the state law that 

confirms their legal status of a foster family.  

It is essential to offer ongoing properly support to 

foster parents. The social worker is monitoring 

the placement. This involves regular visits to the 

foster home, discussions with the family, and 

biological children along with discussions with 

the placement children. Other families may need 

practical assistance.  

Periodically, we invite foster parents to 

participate in seminars and trainings prepared by 

our staff together with other professionals in this 

area.  

___________________________________ 

[1] NewsleHer of the Ministry of Labor, Social Protec:on and Family no. 9, October 2011, page 6 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I  turned  17  this  year,  I  feel  that  I  grew 

and  developed.  I  had  the  possibility  to 

take  part  in  different  ac:vi:es  like 

summer  camps,  trainings,  par:es.  The 

family that I live with loves and cares for 

me.  There  are  some:mes 

misunderstandings,  but we  try  to  solve 

them  quickly.  I  feel  like  one  of  them.  I 

had  beHer  results  in  school,  which 

makes  me  proud  of  myself.  The  family 

supports me and I feel that I can face all 

problems when  I have  them along with 

me.  

Maia (Long‐Term Placement Project) 

When I was 8 years old my mother died 

and  I  was  taken  to  the  orphanage. 

During the summer break I was put in a 

family, but  they didn’t want  to  take me 

again. Then I was put in another family 

where  I  spend  two  years. When  I went 

into the forth grade they didn’t want to 

have  me  more.  I  was  crying  and  felt 

terrible.  Once  I  was  taken  into  a 

Chris:an family to spend another school 

break. Tan: Nadea asked me if I wanted 

to  come  to  see  them  again.  Every 

weekend they came to me and took me 

into  their  family.  On  Mondays  I  would 

go  back  to  the  orphanage.  Three  years 

passed since we first met. Once my aunt 

wanted  to  take  me  into  her  family.  I 

didn’t  want  to  go.  The  director  of  the 

school asked me where I wanted to go. I 

chose to stay with tan: Natea. I am very 

happy.  

Marina (Short‐Term Placements)   

TESTIMONIES 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The aging population in Moldova intensifies.  In 

2010 the elders made up 14,4% of the total 

population. Greater aging rates are caused by the 

low birth rate. Besides that, 25 percent of the 

working-age population migrated for work 

abroad[1]. Many of the elders lost contact with their 

children who migrated years ago. The main 

income for an elder is the retirement pension 

which can barely cover expenses for food, 

medicines, and utilities. Besides that most of them 

don’t manage to save money to buy wood for the 

cold period of the year.  

Since the Elderly Day Care Center opened its door 

in June 2010, it provided services to 27 elders. 13 

to 15 elders come daily to the center to meet with 

their friends and staff.  The Day Center continued 

to offer such services as: bathing, laundry, 

hairdressing, breakfast and lunch, transportation, 

visits to doctors, trips to different interesting 

locations, and individual support.  

Unfortunately, 3 beneficiaries passed away. In 

these unhappy moments for the group, they 

visited the families.  

Many of the elders are lonely or the relationship 

with their family is very cold. At the Day Center 

they fulfill their need in socializing with others.  

Birthday celebrations, Christmas and other 

holidays parties are part of their program. Craft 

making,  chess playing, TV watching, and paper 

reading are some of the most popular activities. 

During the year, two students from the College 

of Theology and Education did their internship 

within this project. Their involvement brought 

more positivism and optimism into the elders’ 

lives.  

___________________________________ 

[1] Labor Force Survey, NBS hhp://www.staGsGca.md/ 

Christmas 2011 

SUPPORTED BY: KIA, HvM 

BUDGET  22212 

EXPENSES  21423 

1 Beneficiary  2,3 Euro/day 



Bethania Annual Report 2011  31 

We believe that every elder person has the right to 

live with dignity and respect. 

Most of the elders from Moldova face a serious 

threat: hunger. Despite the reforms that take place 

in the social protection system, despite the big 

number of migrants to work abroad, old people 

remain close to the poverty line. 

Through this project Bethania is committed to 

reducing the isolation that elders experience and 

to enriching the lives of lonely, homebound elders 

from Tintareni ages 60 and older, by providing 

nutritious meals five days during the week. Often 

the people who deliver the meal are the only 

people to visit them that day. In such a way we 

believe that we improve their well-being and health 

without changing their living place.  

In 2011 we served noontime meals to 22 seniors. 

The daily delivery consists of a balanced meal to 

eat at lunch time: soup, porridge,  meat or fish, 

bread, cookies, and fruits. Often the elders divide 

the portion of food in two: one for lunch and one 

for supper.  

This year we started to delivered food to two old 

ladies from a village, Socoleni, situated at eight 

km from Tintareni. Although this project is aimed 

to care for elders from our village only,  their 

desperate situation made us decide to help them 

too.   

Lisa, an 84 year old lady from Socoleni. 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Meals on Wheels (Bulboaca) started in October 

2011 as a reaction to the hopeless and critical 

situation elders of Bulboaca live in.  

Beneficiaries of the project are 20 people: 19 

seniors and one 16 year old bed-bound girl from a 

social-vulnerable family.  

The meal is prepared at the kitchen of the Children 

Day Care Center and is delivered to the elders by 

our social worker. Four elders come by themselves 

to the center to take their food home.  

Since we started the project, we work closely with 

the mayor’s office from the village. One of the 

problems that we faced at the beginning  was lack 

of transportation. The mayor offered his car and 

driver to deliver the food.  

The selection of the beneficiaries is one of the 

difficult stages of the project, which tears our 

hearts. We are limited to helping only a certain  

number of elders, but there are so many still 

waiting for help.   

Due to objective reasons, it was not possible for 

us to open an Elderly Day Care Center as 

planned before. At this moment we have done 

most of the preparations and are in the process 

of buying a house next to the Children Day Care 

Center where we plan to open the Elderly Day 

Care Center in 2012.   

In such a way our capacity of offering help to 

desperate  elders will grow. We will increase the 

number of beneficiaries and number of services 

offered. 

KaGa  

SUPPORTED BY: KIA 

BUDGET  5851 

EXPENSES  4373 

1 Beneficiary  1,75 Euro/day 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I  was  working  since  I  can  remember.  I 

educated  good  children  who  at  the  moment 

live  far  away  from me.  They work  in  another 

country,  because  they  can  not  get  a  job  here 

and  don’t  have  possibility  to  help  me.  My 

re:rement  pension  is  my  only  source  of 

revenue.  I  can  hardly  manage  to  buy  food, 

medicines,  and  pay  my  u:li:es.  I  am  full  of 

gra:tude to all those who came to me when I 

needed  them  most.  I  had  pneumonia  when 

your workers started to come to me. Your hot 

and healthy food helps to maintain my health 

in good shape.  

Vera, 1932 year of birth , Meals on Wheels 

Bulboaca 

My name is Natalia and I am the daughter of 

one  of  the  elders  that  you  deliver  food  to  at 

home.  Unfortunately,  the  situa:on  of  our 

family  is  so  poor  that  it  is  difficult  for  us  to 

beHer care for my mother. Because my father‐

in‐law is in a cri:cal situa:on too, my husband 

lives with him in another village. I have to stay 

with  my  children  with  my  own  mother, 

because  she  is  very  ill  and  can  not  care  for 

herself.  Last  year my  father  died  aKer  a  long 

period of  illness. My mother was a teacher at 

the  school  her  en:re  working  life.  When  she 

re:red  she  con:nued  to  work  as  a  librarian, 

even if her salary was very small. She is 63 and 

is bed‐bounded.  I am the only one to care  for 

her. My husband  is not very happy that  I stay 

with  my  mother  and  I  fear  that  I  may  loose 

him. I want to be with my family, but I can not 

leave my mother  alone.  I  oKen  cry  because  I 

feel  so  helpless.  We  live  on  my  mother’s 

pension  from what  I  have  to  care  for my  two 

children,  pay  u:li:es,  buy  medicines  for  my 

mother,  pay  for  the  kindergarten,  and  buy 

food.  I  asked  for  financial  help  at  the  social 

department of our mayor’s office, but  I didn’t 

receive anything.   

Your  help  is  very  welcomed. My mother  likes 

very  much  your  food.  Every  day  she  receives 

soup,  second course, meat, bread and desert. 

It is a blessing for us. Thank you for your care.  

Natalia, Bulboaca 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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Revenue and Support  Euro 

DonaGons  246350 

Income from Combine  2537 

Income from Space rent  7880 

TOTAL REVENUE & SUPPORT  256767 

Expenses  

Child Care and EducaGon  76393 

Human Trafficking PrevenGon  56136 

Social and Family IntegraGon of Children from 

Boarding Schools 

69710 

Elderly Care  25796 

TOTAL EXPENSES  228053 

2011 Totals 

23% 

14% 

4% 

1% 
7% 

13% 

12% 

2% 

1% 

7% 

16% 

2011 TOTAL EXPENSES IN PERCENTAGE 

Salaries 

Food 

Gas, power, water 

AdministraGve Costs 

TransportaGon 

Family Support, Seminars 

Treatment and Day Camps 

Building Mantenance, Territory 

School Supplies 

Taxes 

Other Expenses 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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

33% 

25% 

31% 

11% 

2011 EXPENSES BY AREAS OF ACTIVITY 

Child Care and EducaGon 

Human Trafficking 

PrevenGon 

Social and Family IntegraGon 

of Children from Boarding 

Schools 

Elderly Care 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CCC  June 1st  Camps  DCC 

(Bulboaca) 

TH  Shelter  PH  LTP  STP  Foster Care  Elders 

(Tintareni) 

Elders 

(Bulboaca) 
Budget  52913  750  8985  12864  30247  12800  4685  12414  58920  27317  22212  5851 

Expenses  52715  1095  7600  14983  28505  11446  4685  11751  47313  22397  21423  4373 

2011 BUDGET AND EXPENSES BY PROJECTS 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ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 

BETHANIA     Public AssociaGon Bethania ChrisGan Relief AssociaGon 

CCC       ChrisGan Community Center 

June 1st       Children’s Day 

Camps       Summer Day Camps 

DCC (Bulboaca)    Children Day Care Center in Bulboaca 

TH       TransiGon House 

PH      ProtecGon Home 

LTP      Long‐Term Placement 

STP      Short‐Term Placement 

Elders (Tintareni)   Elderly Day Care Center and Meals on Wheels in Tintareni 

Elders (Bulboaca)   Meals on Wheels in Bulboaca 



BETHANIA Chris<an Relief Associa<on 

13 Stefan cel Mare Street,  

Tintareni, 6538, Anenii Noi 

Republic of Moldova 

Tel./Fax (373) 265 33 430 

E‐mail: bethania.info@gmail.com 

www.bethania.md 

Staff and Volunteers 


