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Our Mission 

Bethania’s mission is to share the love of the Lord Jesus Christ through practical deeds, 

in partnership with churches and other organizations, in the business of relieving human 

suffering.  

Our philosophy 

Motivated and influenced by the teaching and example of our Lord Jesus Christ, we 

serve our beneficiaries, as a demonstration of God’s unconditional love for all people. We 

believe that every person has God-given dignity and worth. 

History 

Created in 1998 by Ilie Coada, pastor of the Evangelical Baptist church in Tintareni,  as a 

Christian, non-profit, charitable organization, BETHANIA develops social care projects all 

over the Republic of Moldova. Based in Tintareni, a village situated at 30 km south-

east of Chisinau, the capital of Moldova, in the Anenii Noi region, BETHANIA implements 

projects in the areas of human trafficking prevention, social and family integration of 

children from orphanages and boarding schools, foster care, day care for children at risk, 

as well as elderly care projects.  

At that time, the organization was operating under the name Dorca Christian Relief 

Foundation. During the years of operation, we implemented several social care projects, 

material support, family care and children support projects on our own behalf and in 

partnership with DORCAS AID International (Holland).    

In 2001 the organization changed its name to  BETHANIA Christian Relief Association. 

Changes in political, economic and social environment, in the Republic of Moldova, 

revealed new challenges for BETHANIA.  

The need for operating projects in the areas of human trafficking prevention, social and 

family integration of children from orphanages and boarding schools, as well as day care 

for children from vulnerable families, increased dramatically.    

BETHANIA started to develop and implement projects that would respond to the most 

urgent needs of our people. 

In 2011 BETHANIA changed its name to Public Association BETHANIA Christian Relief 

Association and was included in the State Registry of Non-Commercial Organizations of 

Moldova. 

OBJECTIVES  
Child Care and Education projects aim to enrich the lives of the children from social-

vulnerable families through various educational, recreational, and spiritual services 

based upon Biblical principles with the aim of avoiding institutionalization of the children 

and dropping out of school.  

Human Trafficking Prevention projects are committed to offering protection for 

graduates of orphanages and boarding schools immediately after they leave the 

institution and during the hard period of moving forward, towards an independent adult 

life.  

Social and Family Integration of Children from Boarding Schools projects are 

designed to provide short and permanent family care and support for children from 

orphanages and boarding school who cannot live with their biological family. 

Elderly Care projects seek to make a difference in the lives of the elderly, by providing 

quality day services in a supportive, comfortable, and secure environment, by 

maintaining their independence and social integration.  

ABOUT BETHANIA 
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WELCOME FROM OUR PRESIDENT  

In 2012, BETHANIA continued to provide its beneficiaries with diverse 

social services, that offer opportunities to enhance their quality of life. 

We continued to offer family care and support for children from 

orphanages, our day services for the elderly became more sustainable, 

the day care projects for children enriched their programme with a 

teenagers’ club and individual therapy for children.  

BETHANIA has grown from a small, but motivated group of six 

believers in 1998, to a team of 36 employees, who believe that every 

person has God-given dignity and worth. BETHANIA is also blessed to 

have compassionate volunteers and partners, with the help of whom 

more lives are touched and changed.   

This report summarizes the most important accomplishments of 

BETHANIA during 2012.  

We would like to emphasize the following: 

•  all of our projects received funds and were able to reach their goals, 

•  we served a total of 1150 beneficiaries, comparing, 

•  the Teenagers’ Club was reopened in September, 

• we installed a solar battery at Christian Community Centre, which  

hopefully will decrease the expenses for gas and power, 

•  we were able to repair the roof at the Protection Home, 

• the sixth generation of girls from the Transition House graduated from 

the project, 

• the churches from Hirtop and Basarabeasca were motivated to start 

social projects for children. 

One of the biggest disappointments is that we were not able to open 

the Day Care Centre for the Elderly in Bulboaca, as planned. 

Unfortunately, the challenges where big, we faced lots of resistance, 

but we are grateful to God that, after a long time of prayer, the Day 

Care Centre for the Elderly welcomed its first 15 beneficiaries. At 

present, the Elderly Care Project in Bulboaca assists 40 elderly.  

Another big disappointment is that only four out of eight beneficiaries of 

the Transition House graduated in May. The other four girls decided to 

drop out from the project from different reasons.  

I would like to acknowledge the work of all of our partners. You have 

been faithful to what God has called us to do in this part of the world. 

You encourage us to go forth with boldness and proclaim His name.   

Thank you for your ongoing support.  

Respectfully yours,  

Ilie Coada 
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As a representative of ICCO & Kerk in Actie, The Netherlands for East 

Europe since April 2000, I have met many, many beautiful people 

working in difficult circumstances in the various countries of East 

Europe.  

They all deserve our admiration and respect but sometimes a few 

special people take up a special place in your heart and continue to do 

so. 

When our relationship with the team of Bethania started many years 

ago, something was drawing my attention from the beginning. It was 

the quiet competence of the leadership of Bethania. They had a clear 

mission and were doing something with it. 

They were doing whatever possible within their own capacity and 

means, no matter how small or big, with a focus on the marginalized 

youth and elderly of their local communities.  

Through the various ups-and-downs, hopes and disappointments, 

achievements, finances and demands from the donors, the 

organization has stayed under the leadership of Pastor Ilie focused and 

balanced. This focus and balance, but above all our mutual trust was 

for me personally the basis of our relationship. I am confident this can 

be continued also in the future years  between Kerk in Actie as one of 

the donors and Bethania.  

Beautiful things have been achieved so far already by the team of 

Bethania benefiting those who need it most. It has been a real privilege 

for me to have been able to contribute in a small way to the activities of 

Bethania and it has been very motivating to visit the projects to see the 

changes in people’s life.  

I pray that your vision and mission for the people of Moldova may be 

blessed and the team of Bethania continues to share their dreams and 

inspire others in the local communities or visitors from other countries. 

Gré Kornelius,  

Program Officer till September 2012 with ICCO & Kerk in Actie. 

Assen, The Netherlands. 

REFLECTION FROM OUR PARTNER 
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A WORD FROM OUR LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

On behalf of the Social Work and Family Protection Department from 

Anenii Noi district, I would like to express our deepest consideration 

and gratitude for the productive collaboration between us and Bethania.  

As a result of our cooperation, this year we were able to distribute to 

social vulnerable people from our district 450 boxes with second hand 

clothing, shampoo, soap, toothpaste and toothbrushes, and 170 food 

parcels. Besides that 43 wheelchairs and 25 rollators were given to 

people with disabilities.  

I am truly touched by  Ilie Coada and Bethania’s staff generosity, spirit 

of dedication and willingness to help people. Without the support of 

people like you, we will not be able to reach our goals. Your 

commitment to help is sincerely appreciated.  

We truly hope that in the future we might be able to collaborate with 

you. 

Respectfully,  

Mihai Ganea 

Head of Social Assistance and  

Family Protection Department, Anenii Noi  
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Lena Tariov  joined Bethania  in 2012 as a  social  teacher.  In 2000,  she 

was one of the first beneficiaries of the Chris;an Community Centre.  

“When  I  was  in  grade  five  I  started  to  a3end  the  Centre.  It  was  an 

interes6ng  and  useful  6me  for  me.  Here,  I  was  helped  with  my 

homework,  I played together with other children,  I made friends with 

whom I am in contact un6l now. During the summer  I used to a3end 

the Day Camps for Children. We had an interes6ng 6me, full of exci6ng 

ac6vi6es. I learned many new and interes6ng things about God.  

When  I  grew  up,  I  got  involved  as  a  volunteer.  In  the  beginning,  I 

helped other children with their homework. During the summer 6me, I 

got involved at the day  camps, as a group leader. I wanted to offer the 

children  everything  I  received  as  a  child  and,  especially,  what  I  was 

taught about God’s love.  

At Bethania I had the opportunity to discover my passion of   working 

with  children.  Every 6me  I was asked  to help with  something  I  did  it 

with great pleasure.  

Before  I  joined  Bethania,  I  never  thought  that  I  would  work  with 

people. Now, I am pleased that I can offer my support, love and care to 

children from my community.  

None  of  our  projects  would  be  possible 

without  our  devoted  and  passionate  staff. 

We believe that by inves;ng in our team we 

become  more  effec;ve  in  the  ministry 

entrusted to us by God. To keep focused on 

the vision, the team needs daily inspira;on, 

nurture, and reinforcement.  

For this reason, we develop and par;cipate 

in  ac;vi;es  that  will  give  them  the 

necessary abili;es to carry out our mission. 

•  On  Mondays  we  meet  for  a  devo;onal 

and prayer ;me, with the en;re Bethania 

team, 

•  Periodically,  we  arrange  fellowship  for 

staff and volunteers, 

•  Our workers par;cipate in various training 

and  seminars,  to  improve  their  skills  and 

services, 

• We par;ally or  fully  support our workers 

educa;on, 

•  Five  of  our  current  workers  have  been  

beneficiaries  of  the  Chris;an  Community 

Centre, Transi;on House for Orphan Girls 

and Shelter. 

Lena Tariov, helping the children with homework Celebrating Christmas together 

PERSONNEL EXPERIENCE WITH BETHANIA 
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CHILD CARE AND EDUCATION 
PROJECTS  

Chess contest at the Christian Community Center 



The high unemployment rate and poverty impact the migration trend. 

Approximately, a quarter of the 4.3 million people actually work abroad, to 

support their families. Therefore, the number of children left without 

parental care and support is continually increasing. 40 % of rural children 

and 33 % of urban children have one of both parents working abroad. 

These children are called “social orphans”. Without adequate 

psychological and social support they are at risk of violence, trafficking, 

school absenteeism and abandonment.   

Child Care and Education Projects’ mission is to enrich the lives of the 

children from socially vulnerable families, through various educational, 

recreational, and spiritual services, based upon Biblical principles, with the 

aim of avoiding the institutionalization of the children and dropping out of 

school. We seek to improve the positive, emotional, moral, social, 

intellectual, and physical growth of the children and teenagers at risk from 

our community.  Parents can also receive psychological support. 

The Christian Community Centre in Tintareni started in 2000 and offers the 

following social services: 

- After school program for children from 2nd to 5th grades, 

- Teenagers’ Club, 

- Yearly celebration of the Children’s Day on June 1st, 

- Summer Day Camps for Children.  

The Day Care Centre for Children in Bulboaca started in 2009 and helps 

children in this village with the following: 

- After school programme for children from 2nd to 5th grades, 

- Summer Camps for Children. 

In 2012, 610 children benefited from our Child Care and Education 

Projects. 

Location: Tintareni, Bulboaca 

Objectives:  

•  70 children to participate in the after 

school programs 
• 300 children to join at Children’s Day 

Celebration 

• 190 children to enjoy a summer camp 

experience 

Results:  

• 70 children attended the after school 

programs; 
•  350 children attended the Celebration of 

Children’s Day on June 1st; 

•  190 children rested two weeks in  camp  

Challenges: changes in legislation, lack of 

evident support from the local 

administration,  big number of children in 
need of after school care; inflation and raise 

of cost for gas, electricity, food, etc. 

Partners: KIA, HvM, COM, KOEH, 

Furuhojdskyrkans  

Expenses: 83013 € 

Budget:    84580 € 
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CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CENTER 

Group Art Lunch time Five-grade graduates, May 2012 

There are 302 children enrolled at the Public School in Tintareni, 130 of them 

are  between 7 and 11 years old and attend the primary school.  

THE AFTER SCHOOL CARE is open for 50 children from poor families, from 

Monday to Friday, from 12 am to 5 pm and provides a safe, stimulating and 

educational environment for children from second to fifth grades.  

In 2012, out of 51 children who attended regularly the ASP, only 20 children 

lived with both of their parents. 15 children lived only with their mother, 11 

children had one or both parents working abroad. 9 children were left in care of 

their grandparents, 1 child was cared for by a non-relative.  

Children are divided in four groups according to the grade they are in. they 

have the opportunity to be with one teacher and a core group of children for 

about four years. Teachers are expected to develop their own activity plans,  in 

accordance with the curriculum of the Public school and the Center, according 

to the needs of their group.  

Bethania encourages growth of those who care for the children. The staff is 

required to continue learning about different aspects of their professions. In 

2012, two of our teachers continued their studies at the Pedagogical University 

in Chisinau. In addition to this, all teachers participated periodically in training 

and seminars, to improve their knowledge and aptitudes.  

One of the challenges faced during this year was the high cost for gas and 

electricity, which was one of the highest in the region. In the first semester of 

2012 the cost for gas was 387,96 € for 1000m3. In 2013 we expect an increase 

of about 10% for electric power. For this reason, we have been looking for 

possibilities to reduce utility costs. In 2012 we didn’t exceed the planned 

budget, but the problem still remains. In autumn we installed a solar battery, 

which eventually will diminish the cost for electric power.  

For 2013 we have settled the following objectives: repair the mansard until the 

end of the year, use it according to its goal and make a sport field where 

children from our projects, as well as children from the community can spend 

their free time by practicing football, volleyball, tennis, etc.  

CCC includes the following 
services:  

- After School Care 
-  Teenagers’ Club 
-  Children’s Day  Celebration 
-  Summer Day Camps 

“I like to come to the Center. 

The teachers are very kind 

and help us with our daily 

homework. This center 

became my second home.” 

Zina, fifth grade student 

“I come with great pleasure to 

the center. I feel good here. I 

made many new friends and 

my school results improved 

also. ” 

Vica, fourth grade student 

“I have been attending this 

center for the last three years. 

Here I do my homework, I 

play  with other children, I like 

to  play sport. I thank God for 

having such a place to come.” 

Sergiu, fourth grade student 

SUPPORTED BY: COM, KOEH, KIA, anonymous donaAons 

BUDGET  57420 € 

EXPENSES  57335 € 

1 Beneficiary/ day  6,7  € 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CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CENTER 
 TEENAGERS’ CLUB  

One of the Christian Community Centre’s priorities for 2012, was to revive the 

Teenagers' Club, which had to cease its activity in 2010. We have been praying 

for a long time for a person with passion for teenagers and funds to run this 

special activity. In 2012 God provided us with funds, a full-time worker and a 

volunteer, who helped restart the programme for young people.  

The Teenager’s club aims to offer an alternative to teenagers from our 

community, spending their free time in a safe and caring environment. In the 

absence of their parents, teenagers need a strong reliable role model, who will 

guide them through their tumultuous period of life, answer their questions and be 

there for them anytime they need it. It is the time when teenagers  make 

choices, that will influence their future life. They also need a group friends and a 

safe place where they can meet at their ease and spend time in a pleasant 

environment. 

Since September, a group of 12 teenagers have met twice per week to discuss, 

listen to different subjects that they are interested in, play team games, make 

trips, share experience and receive counseling.  

“Interacting teens meetings are very efficient. They get to know each other 

better, make new friends and strengthen their friendships. Through interactive 

discussions and playful games, teens learn communication skills and are 

challenged to make their own choice.” Eugen Poalelunji, Teenagers’ Club leader 

The idea of having a teens club was welcomed by the children and by their 

parents. The fifth grade children, who will graduate from the After school 

program in May, have already expressed their desire to attend the Teenagers’ 

Club next year. 

Interactive games Sport games 

“I like to come to these meetings 

because here we learn things 

that are important for my future.” 

Catalina 

“I like to come to our meetings 

because here I have people to 

talk to.” 

Alina 

“I come with pleasure to our 

club, because I learn many 

important things for my future 

and because our leaders 

respect and care for us.” 

Tania 

“Here I learn to believe in God.” 

Mihai 

9 BETHANIA 
2012 Annual Activity Report 

SUPPORTED BY: COM 



CHILDRENS’ DAY CELEBRATION 

The Children’s Day Celebration has been organized every year on June 1st since 

the year 2000. It is a day when every child is invited to rejoice and have a good 

time with us. During this time, we want to make every child who attends our 

party  enjoy themselves and have fun together with their friends and villagers. 

On this day the CCC becomes too small for the big number of children and 

adults attending.  

On June 1st 2012, we were blessed to have good weather, which is very 

important, since this is an outdoor party. The programme was planned by the 

team of CCC social teachers, who are assisted by over 20 adults, staff and 

volunteers. Since we want every year to have a different programme from the 

previous year, it takes several months to plan and prepare every detail. For 

example, the theatre needs to be contacted a couple of months beforehand.  

The programme was designed so that every child can find an interesting activity: 

face-painting, team games and competitions, handcrafts for boys and girls, Bible 

stories for the youngest, drawing and much music. Sweets, ice-cream and 

cookies reward the effort made by the children, at the end of the day.  

As soon as the programme ended, God sent refreshing rain to energize us and 

restore our strength.  

Theatre show  

Boys made a boat out of pins and paper 

“I liked the show very much. The 

actors were great.” 

Sanda 

“I come here every year. I like the 

games and the leaders are very 

kind to us.” 

Vlad 

“My favorite activity is 

handcrafting. I learned to make a 

beautiful boat today. I will give it 

to my little brother.” 

Dan 

“I had a great day today. It was 

worth bringing my child here. 

Thank you.” 

A mother 

SUPPORTED BY: Bethania 

BUDGET  1200 € 

EXPENSES  1225 € 

1 Beneficiary/day  3,5 € 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CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CENTER 
SUMMER DAY CAMPS FOR CHILDREN 

“This summer together with a 

group from the church in 

Eemland, my family and I 

participated for two weeks at a 

Day Camp for children in 

Tintareni. Children enjoyed the 

sport games, Bible lessons, and 

the meals. It was a special 

experience to see how children 

get pleasure from the supplies 

and attention they received daily.  

A part of the group members 

participated in the renovation of 

the Elderly Day Care Center 

(EDCC). They decorated the 

outside of the EDCC and build a 

terrace for the elders. It was not 

easy for them to work under a 

temperature of 400C, but they 

managed to finish the work. The 

work with the Moldovan team was 

fantastic.   

Back home I had a double feeling: 

I was thankful that everyone 

came home safely, happy that, as 

a team, we managed to fulfill the 

goal of this trip, as well as I was 

longing Moldovan children and 

team. ” 

Lize Kraaijveld 

SUPPORTED BY: HvM 

BUDGET  10200 € 

EXPENSES  10215 € 

1 Beneficiary  68 € /10 days 

John (name changed) is a child aged 10 who lives 4 km from Tintareni. He stays 

with his grandmother as his parents are divorced. He comes from a very 

vulnerable family situation. Often, he runs away from home. When he found out 

about our camp, he wanted desperately to attend. Every day, he walked 4 km in 

the morning and 4 km home in the afternoon. After his first two weeks of camp, 

he told his grandmother: “You know, Grandma, I learned many new things at the 

camp and I understood that I have to change. I want to go there on Monday 

again.” John attended all of our three camps and we were happy that he was 

part of the fun and interesting activities that he would not experience elsewhere.  

John is not alone in his experience. This summer, we had the privilege to offer 

exciting camp experiences to 148 children from Tintareni and neighbouring 

villages.  We were blessed to organize and hold six weeks of day camp activities 

for children aged 8 to 14. Each camp lasted two weeks from Monday to Friday. 

The children came at 9 a.m. and left by 5 p.m. During the day, they engaged in 

different activities like sport, drama, handcrafts, Bible lesson, etc. They received 

a meal, three times a day. At noon, they had a two-hour rest. At the end of every 

camp, the children performed a programme prepared specially for their parents 

and relatives.  

This year, again, we had the opportunity to benefit from the direct support and 

participation of a team from Evangelical CAMA Church from Eemnes, The 

Netherlands. For several years already, we have organized a two-week day 

camp together for what we are very grateful. Every summer, the Eemnes team 

come back with new and interesting activities. The intercultural experience that 

the children are exposed to is unique, since for the majority of them this is their 

only connection with people from other countries.  
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CHILDREN DAY CARE CENTER IN BULBOACA  

The village of Bulboaca faces the same problems and challenges as every 

other part of Moldova: poverty, lack of opportunities, exodus of the active 

population, children without parental supervision, the elderly left on their own.   

Vulnerable children constitute a specific risk group. Children separated from their 

parents lack emotional support and face social and individual challenges. Many 

of them separate from other children and often drop out of school. depression, 

sadness, apathy and loneliness are some of the emotional states that children 

left behind face daily. As consequence, they become inhibited, reserved and very 

often aggressive.  

Bulboaca has a population of 5845 people: 17.1% have left to find a job abroad. 

In 2012, 20 children from difficult backgrounds received assistance at the Day 

Care Centre. They participated in the programme from Monday to Friday, in the 

afternoon. Children were offered a variety of activities: homework preparation, 

handcrafts, Bible lessons, sport activities, etc. The social teachers help 

individually children with learning difficulties. We have seen an increase in 

learning, which was very much appreciated by the school teachers too.  

During the summer time, a number of 52 children, beneficiaries of the Day Care 

Centre as well as other children from the village participated in a Camp hold at a 

health center in Cioburciu village.  

In July we did repair works on the building. We renovated and redecorated one 

room where children do their after-school activities.  

As an organization, we are encouraged by the positive and supportive attitude 

that the mayor of the village, as well as his staff, have towards the project. He 

often visits us and gets involved which we greatly appreciate.  

Winners Homework preparation 

“I an 12 years old. I live with my 

mother and my old brother. My 

father left us when we were little. 

My mother is often sick. Because 

of the family situation we were 

sent to an orphanage. We didn’t 

like the ambiance there. One day 

we ran away.  

In September we went to the 

school in Bulboaca. I am very 

happy that I can attend the Day 

Care Center too. I feel very, very 

well and accepted.” 

Tony 

“I come from a large family. My 

father died when I was several 

months old. My step father left my 

mother  to raise alone her five 

children. She has to work a lot to 

support us. 

I have attended the Day Care 

Center for the last two years. I like 

it very much and I try to come 

daily. Sometimes I have to care 

for my little brothers and  I have to 

stay home, but I come the next 

day with pleasure.” 

Ina, 11 years old 

SUPPORTED BY: KOEH 

BUDGET  15760 € 

EXPENSES  14238 € 

1 Beneficiary/day  4,2 € 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A STORY 

B. is a third grade timid and quiet boy from Bulboaca. He is older than his colleagues and comes from a large Roma★ 

family. As he has had severe pronunciation difficulties, he went to school one year late. During the first two years in 

school he was a poor student with almost no success in his studies.The Romanian language was very hard for him. He 

could hardly learn the alphabe;, reading and writing were almost impossible for him. His nickname was “the Mute”. His 

mother has been the only one close to him, she cares and understands him, as nobody else.  His siblings, have 

laughed at him, rather than support him. From time to time, his colleagues made jokes about him. When such 

situations happened, B. would withdraw and cry, out of sight of anybody. When someone needed help, he was the first 

to offer support, he shared everything pens, books, sweets etc.  

B. wanted very much to attend the Day Care Centre. When he finally was registered, he was very happy. After a while, 

everybody was surprised to see that he began to speak clearer, read better and be active at the Bible lessons. He got 

involved in extra-curricular activities at the public school, as well as at the centre.  His colleagues from school and the 

centre started to see him with different eyes; friends’ eyes. It seems that God touched him and his life has changed for 

the better.  

Everyday B. is happy that he meets with people who care for and love him. He is doing his best to apply what he has 

learned about God and His love for people. 

★According to a sociological survey (CBS AXA/UNDP, 2007), there are around 15,000 to 20,000 Roma in Moldova. The Human 

Development Index is one fifth lower for Roma than for non-Roma. Roma face a two times higher risk of poverty than non-Roma. Five of 
ten Roma live in extreme poverty. The Education Index is one-third lower for Roma than for non-Roma.  
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
PREVENTION PROJECTS  



For many years, human trafficking has been  identified as an 

important issue in our country. While anyone can become 

victim to trafficking, victims are usually young girls and boys 

from poor families, who graduate from middle school or 

orphanages with no  hope for the future.  

Since 2006, when the government launched the reform of the 

children’s residential care system, the official number of 

orphans has decreased, while the children at risk number is 

increasing. In response to the European Union request, the 

government set the goal of closing the orphanages by 2014. 

The majority of children are sent back to live in careless and 

violent conditions, others are put in alternative care services. 

As a result, the number of “orphan” children is diminished, but 

the number of at-risk children goes up.  

To support these at risk young women and men BETHANIA, 

carries out prevention projects, committed to offering 

protection for graduates of orphanages and boarding schools, 

immediately after they leave the institution and during the hard 

period of moving forward, towards an independent adult life.   

BETHANIA is committed to support graduates from the 

orphanages as long as the orphanages exist and we will 

gradually include children from vulnerable families our 

prevention projects as well.  

Location: Tintareni 

Objectives:  

•  support 5 girls to graduate from  lyceum; 

•  support 2 girls to complete courses in professional 
cooking and hair styling; 

•  select and take 8 new beneficiaries of TH into the 

project; 

•  support 8 students at University 

•  increase the number of beneficiaries of long-term 
placements (graduates of the orphanages) from 10 to 20.     

Results:  

• 3 girls graduated from the lyceum; 

•  1 girls completed the courses in hair styling; 
•  8 new beneficiaries of TH entered the project in June; 

•  support 7 students at University  

•  21 long-term placements (boys and girls 

Challenges: motivating local families and churches to 

support orphanage graduates and children at risk;  lack of 

evident support from the local administration; deficient 
legislation 

Partners: COM, HvM 

Expenses: 66767 € 

Budget: 64734 € 
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The new girls in the project 

The Transition House for Orphan Girls is a 3-year project of social integration 

and prevention from human trafficking, for graduates of orphanages and 

boarding schools, from the Republic of Moldova. Staffed by four social workers 

who are trained to be supportive and respond to the needs of the girls, the 

Transition House provides a safe shelter, emotional, spiritual, material, 

educational support and counseling, practical skills’ improvement, and social  

activities.     

One of our biggest disappointments is that only four out of eight girls stayed 

three years in the project. Three of them struggled to cope with school and faced 

academic difficulties, One girl decided to get married immediately.  All of them 

were offered alternative support, they were put in contact with other 

organizations that offered a variety of practical courses like: cooking, sawing 

and computer. They still maintain contact with the social workers and have 

visited the project several times, since they left.  

The 7th generation of girls came into the project beginning of July.  Before the 

girls started officially their time in the project, there was a time of selection. 

During this process, the social workers visited different orphanages and 

presented the project. The major beneficiary selection criteria are: prioritization 

of the most vulnerable graduates, good academic records, and motivation to 

continue education.  

For the first time, we included in the project a girl who comes from a socially 

vulnerable family.  As result of the residential childcare system reform from 

2007-2012, the number of institutionalized children decreased by 54% (from 

12,000 children to 5,500). Most of the children returned to their biological 

families or found an alternative family. These children and families need ongoing 

support. We believe that, in the future, we will have to focus more on this 

category of children. 

TRANSITION HOUSE FOR ORPHAN GIRLS 

Starting with 1999, 56 girls have 

been part of the TH project.     

Out of this: 

-   25 have a job (teacher, 

bookkeeper, social worker, cook, 

seller, etc.); 

-  15 are housewives; 

-   8 are students at University or 

professional schools (two of them 

are doing their Master Degree 

Studies in Management and 

Psychology, six girls study 

medicine, foreign languages, 

tourism, etc.) 

-   8 girls are still in the project.   

SUPPORTED BY: HvM 

BUDGET  33775 € 

EXPENSES  33516 € 

1 Beneficiary/day  11,6 € 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MY STORY 

“I was taken to the orphanage because my parents were poor. They didn’t have a permanent job and enough finances 

to raise me. At the orphanage I had a bed, food to eat, clothes to wear, but I missed  my parents’ love very much. I 

made friends, worked hard in school and  I didn’t want to make the same mistakes my parents did. From a bad student 

in the beginning, I became one of the best students in the last grades. I didn’t have everything I needed, I had only 

what I got from school. I received a monthly allowance, but I spent it only on the most necessary things. In such a way, 

I learned by myself  to manage my money. I knew I had to  work hard to  make my life better.  

As a teenager, I was very anxious about my future. I didn’t know what to do after I  graduated from the orphanage, I 

didn’t know where to go and what to do next. At the end of  grade nine, I received several offers from different people 

and organizations. One day, the social workers from the Transition House came to present the project. After that, I 

made a visit to the project and I saw what my life would be like if I decided to come here. I liked it and I came here in 

July. 

At the Transition House, I am surrounded by great and kind people. I visit the church, I am cared for, I can buy clothes 

that I like. I have that peace and love I longed for many years. One very important thing that happened to me when I 

entered the project is that I can continue my studies.  

I made many friends in school and at the church. I feel happier and I am preparing for an independent adult life. Here I 

found people I can count on.” 
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SHELTER 

In 2012 Shelter offered its protection and support to seven girls: 

   
• Four girls, graduates of the Transition House, were welcomed to 

our project in June, when they started their studies, as first year students, at 

different departments of the State University (Tourism, Classic and national 

dance, foreign languages, etc.). 

• One girl is a fourth year student in the Medical Department. 

• Four girls graduated from the University in June. Two of them 

are continuing their Master studies in Psychology and Management.   

This summer we were blessed to assist at two weddings. Two of our girls 

got married after being about three years in the Shelter project. We are very 

happy for them and pray that the values and principles that they have 

learned and seen among us, will help and guide their family life. 

Since 2010, we have a young boy in our project too. He is the son of a 

former beneficiary of the Protection Home who left the project. The boy 

didn’t want to stay with his mother and was allowed by the Court to say with 

his aunt, in our project. He is a teenager, in the six grade, at the local public 

school. He is a full member of our big family and we support and care for 

him daily.  

In 2013, we want to continue to focus on supporting our beneficiaries during 

the period of moving forward towards an independent life. We will assist 

them every time they need help, we will advocate for their rights in front of 

local authorities, make visits to their biological families and places of study.  

Graduates of the Shelter with their children in visit Shelter house during the winter 

“Shelter is a place where I find 

peace, understanding and harmony. 

Sam, Rodica and the girls who stay 

here became my family. When I face 

problems and difficulties, they  stay 

close to me and support me with 

good advice.  

This project is of a great help for me. 

I don’t worry about where I will 

spend my weekend or holidays. I 

have peace in my heart because I 

have a place that I can call “home”.  

I feel, also, very blessed because I 

was offered the chance to continue 

my studies and become a 

professional in my job. I hope that I 

will also be able to help other people 

at my turn.  

With much respect and gratitude to 

all those who support me and my 

colleagues through this project,  

Marina” 

SUPPORTED BY: HvM 

BUDGET  12140 € 

EXPENSES  12617 € 

1 Beneficiary   4,9€/ day 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PROTECTION HOME 

In 2012, the Protection Home continued to house and care for its three 

beneficiaries. These girls have been under BETHANIA’s protection since the 

year 2000. The Protection Home offers them safety, peace, joy to live a normal 

life and confidence that God cares for them, through His people. During this 

time, the girls managed to integrate  into the community. They are very sociable, 

have good friends, attend the local church and are active in offering their support 

to even more vulnerable people than they are.  

Obviously, each of them would like to become self-sufficient and have their own 

families and children. Unfortunately, lack of education, health problems, rejection 

and acts of omission from their childhood, have made them vulnerable, in face 

of the expectations of our modern society. Nevertheless, despite of all difficulties 

and limitations that they daily cope with, they have learned to do everything from 

the bottom of their heart. During the winter time, then knit socks for children from 

orphanages or for needy families.  

Each girl continued to carry out the activities that they usually do. N. cultivated 

cucumbers and tomatoes in the greenhouse. She has been caring also for her 

12 year old nephew, who is in her legal custody. A. did well at her job at a local 

crystal factory and also kept on helping single helpless elderly people during her 

free time. L. is doing housekeeping. Her health problems are under control and 

she was able, at the end of the year, to receive treatment on her teeth.  

When asked what does the time spent here mean, one of the girls said: “It 

means quietness, peace and trust that there is someone who cares for me. Here 

I recovered, I feel well and I like it. I don’t want to remember the life I had 

before.” 

During the summer, a group of Dutch people, who came through Hart voor 

Moldova, changed the roof of the house where the girls live.  

SUPPORTED BY: HvM 

BUDGET  3794 € 

EXPENSES  4582 € 

1 Beneficiary  12,6 €/day 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“13 years have passed since these 

girls came to live among us. 

Today, they are more then ordinary 

beneficiaries, they are part of my 

life, they are my friends. I  become 

conscious of the passed time, only 

when I acknowledge the changes 

that occurred in their lives, the joy 

and peace that they have in their 

hearts, as well as the spark in their 

eyes.  

I thank God that He gave us the 

time and His love, essential tools 

that made miracles in the lives of 

these beautiful girls. Every time 

when they tell me again and again 

their life stories, I feel pity, but in 

the same time I admire them for 

their courage and I respect them.  

They have already learned many 

life skills that they use successfully 

in their daily life. We have still to 

work to raise their self-esteem and 

trust in the people that surround 

them. Through them, God has 

shown me His unlimited love.”  

Rodica Zwagerman Spinu 



LONG-TERM PLACEMENTS 

SUPPORTED BY: COM 

BUDGET  15025 € 

EXPENSES  16052 € 

1 Beneficiary  64 €/month 

“I am doing very well in the family. I 

am proud to say that, after many 

years of being alone, I have finally 

found parents, brothers, and 

sisters. They love me and care for 

me. I face difficulties in school, but 

my family helps me to overcome 

them. Sometimes, we have 

misunderstandings, but we try to 

work them out. We share 

responsibilities, I like to care for 

the animals and  poultry. In the 

evenings we gather all together, 

read the Bible and pray to God for 

Him to protect us. I feel blessed to 

be in this family. Thank you.”  

Natasa 

“We have two girls in our family, 

we love them, they became part of 

us. I thank God for sending them 

into our home. It's a blessing to 

watch them growing and 

blooming.” 

Eugenia, parent 

Every year hundreds of teenagers graduate from the orphanages. Even if they 

finally feel independent, the majority of them don’t know what to do with it. 

According to the statistics, this category of young people are very vulnerable to 

violence, discrimination and human trafficking. The latest statistics state that 

40% of orphan graduates are unemployed, every second chooses to go to a 

professional school,  and only one out of eight gets to university. The risk of 

being caught in human trafficking is ten times higher for them than for children 

who have lived in families.  

The main objective of Long-term placements projects (Il Ponte Families) in 2012 

was to offer protection from such vulnerable situations to more orphan 

teenagers and to  increase the number of orphanage graduates who would 

benefit from family environment and care, from 10 to 20.  

Long-term placements is a three-year project of support for girls and boys, 

graduates of the orphanages or boarding schools, who have no support from 

their biological family. Each beneficiary is treated individually and his/her stay in 

the project may be extended according to personal needs (for example when the 

beneficiary wants to continue his/her studies at a college or university). The 

social worker of the project maintains close contact with the family and the 

placed child.  

In the majority of situations, a child is taken for a long period to the family after 

he/she has been visiting the family for several years on vacations. When the 

time comes for him/her to leave the orphanage, at 15-16 years old, the family, 

who confirm their decision to have an orphanage graduate in the family, 

supports him/her to continue the studies at lyceum or professional school, 

according to the child’s ability and desire.  

In 2012 the beneficiaries continued their studies as following: 5 studied at 

lyceum, 5 studied at professional schools, 4 studied at a college, 6 studied at 

university, and 1 studied for their Masters degree in Pedagogy.  

20 BETHANIA 
2012 Annual Activity Report 



MY STORY 

“My name is Ina. My mother died in 2003, my father abandoned me. No one from our relatives wanted to care for me 

and my brother. In this situation, the social worker decided that it was better for us to go to the orphanage. We had 

nobody to appeal to, other children from the orphanage spent their weekends and holidays with their relatives or family, 

but we had nobody to go to.  

After several years of being in the orphanage, God worked in a miracle in my life. He sent me a wonderful family, 

through your project. They became my family, their home became my home. They wait for me to come and care for 

me.  

I am also thankful to Ina, the social worker who does everything possible to support me. Thank you very much for 

giving me a family. Due to their support, as well as yours, I am now a first-year student at the Pedagogical University in 

Chisinau. I thank God for working in my life in this wonderful way. May God reward and bless you.”  
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SOCIAL AND FAMILY 
INTEGRATION OF CHILDREN 
FROM BOARDING SCHOOLS 

PROJECTS 



Moldova inherited he residential care system from the former 

Soviet Union. It has been a system that deprives children of 

their family environment, care and love. In July, 2007, the 

government of Moldova approved the National Strategy and 

Action Plan for the residential child care system reform. At that 

time, 12,000 children lived in 67 orphanages and boarding 

schools. The goal was to reduce the number of abandoned 

children and develop alternative family care services.  

According to the statistics, the number of children in 

orphanages has decreased by 54% and 11 orphanages were 

closed.  

Social and Family Integration of Children from Boarding 

Schools and Orphanages projects are designed to provide short 

and permanent family care and support for orphan children, 

who cannot live with their biological family.  

Our objective is to identify strong families willing to receive  

children from orphanages in their homes, for Christmas, Easter 

and the Summer holidays. They help them experience the 

encouragement of healthy family care over the isolation and 

lack of attention that can happen in the orphanage.  

In 2012 a number of 370 children were placed in families.  

Location: Tintareni 

Objectives:  

•  250 children in short-term placements 

•  70 children in foster care 
•  130 families involved 

•  one-week treatment and relaxing camp for families 

and children 

Results:  

•  247 children benefited from short-term placements 

•  19 families involved in foster care 
•  108 families involved in short-term placements 

•  5 trainings for families  

•  11 adults and 31 children participated in one-week 

treatment camp 

Challenges:  

Children face difficulties while integrating in the 

families; 
Parents lack training in how to carry for orphan 

children    

Partners:COM, HvM, KOEH 

Expenses: 92839€ 

Budget: 101235 € 
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SHORT-TERM PLACEMENTS 

Although the official number of children in residential institutions has dropped off 

by 54%, there are about 5,500 children still living in orphanages. These are 

mainly children with disabilities and children who don’t have a family to return to.  

Every child needs to grow in a family environment. Short-term placements 

comes as an alternative service for these orphan children, to help them 

experience parental love and care. Many of them don’t know how a family 

functions, because they entered the residential system at a very early age. By 

placing an orphan child in a family, we aim to transmit healthy family principles 

and values to the younger generation, with the hope that, when time comes for 

them to have their own family, they will be prepared enough and have necessary 

knowledge. Besides that, it provides a caring, safe and supportive environment 

for children, which eventually will develop in a strong relationship.  

We aim to place children in the same families. In this way the child finds a stable 

family environment. He experiences that he belongs to someone and he 

becomes part of the family. He feels emotionally safe and confident. Two social 

workers visit the families during the holiday and offer their support to the family 

and children according to their needs.  

90% of the families that we work with, have provided a home for these children, 

for more than two years. They feel confident that their involvement in the child’s 

life is important and valuable.   

In 2012, 248 children from 8 orphanages were placed in 138 families from 

different locations of our country.  

“I was in the fourth grade when I 

came into this family. After the 

first holiday spent with them, they 

asked me if I wanted to come 

again. I agreed. Since then they 

come to pick me up every Friday 

and bring me back to the 

orphanage on Monday. It has 

been three years already. I like to 

spend time with them. Thank 

you.” 

Marina 

“Thank you very much for the 

Christmas gifts. I received 

everything I wanted. This is the 

car of my dreams. I also liked the 

sweets and the other toys.”  

Danu 

“Before I came to this family, I 

spent my holidays in the 

orphanage. I was very sad when 

other children visited their 

families. Now I have a family that 

I love to be with. The most 

difficult for me is to return to the 

orphanage, when the holiday 

ends.” 

Georghe 

SUPPORTED BY: COM 

BUDGET  53360 € 

EXPENSES  45797 € 

1 Beneficiary  1,44 €/day 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TREATMENT CAPMS FOR ORPHAN CHILDREN 

SUPPORTED BY: COM 

BUDGET  9900€ 

EXPENSES  11035€ 

1 Beneficiary  134€/10 days 

Three treatment camps for children from orphanages where held at the 

Christian Medical Centre in Cioburciu during the period of June 01 to 30. 

A total of 86 children were given the opportunity to gain a new enriching 

camp experience.   

Besides individual medical assistance, the camp daily program was full of 

excited activities like sports, crafts, games, and field trips. Daily meals 

kept the children healthy.  

The first camp was held from June 1st to 10th. 26 children from the 

Boarding school in Bulboaca joined by a doctor and a teacher 

participated at the camp. Before coming to the camp, all the children 

were investigated.  

The second camp took place from June 12 to 22 and hosted 40 children 

from the orphanage in Drochia. Again, they received medical assistance 

according to the investigations done before they came to the camp.  

The third camp started on June 22 and ended on June 30. 20 children 

from different orphanages who are at present placed in families and other 

30 children from Bulboaca participated at this camp. Bethania’s staff and 

young people from Cioburciu local evangelical church organized the 

program of this camp.  

26 children from the total number of children who rested at the Treatment 

Camp need to continue their treatment after they go back to their 

orphanage or family. 

“We would like to express our gratitude 

for the opportunity you offerd to our 

children to attend a camp this summer.  

Thank you for your love and are that you 

offer to these children. We were 

impressed by the field trips that where 

organized for us, also by the personel, the 

medical assistence offered, and by the 

food served daily.  

Thank your for your effort in organizing 

the camp. You managed to bring the 

smile back on the children’s faces.  

May God bless you.”  

E. Buruian, 

 director Bulboaca boarding school 

“Bethania became very close to us and 

often we are impressed by the care that 

you show to us.  

We see in you extraordinary people and 

would like to ask you to send our gratitude 

to all those who contribute financially for 

this camp. We know that it is very 

expensive and we wouldn't be able to 

organize it by ourselves.  

We spent an unbelievable summer. May 

God bless you.”  

Respectfully,  

P. Melnic,  

director Drochia boarding school 
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FOSTER CARE 

“We have four biological children 

and four children in foster care. 

We received them with much love 

and affection. Since we have 

them with us we have learned to 

be more generous, sincere, and 

care for others. Thank your for 

your support and prayers.” 

Dina, foster care parent 

“It took us about two years to get 

the documents for foster care for 

our thee children in placement. 

When I look back at the difficulties 

and problems that we faced 

during this process, I understand 

that without God’s help it would 

would be impossible for us to 

continue. Thank you for staying 

close to our family and supporting 

us. You make easier for us to help 

children in need.”  

Valentin, foster care parent 

Specialists in child care have recommended that the Government increases the 

number of alternative family services, such as foster families, family type homes 

or small group homes.  

In 2012, there were 80 foster care families in Moldova, with 342 children placed 

there. Out of this number of children, 67 orphan children were placed in 19 

families through Foster Care Project of Bethania. This year, we received three 

new families in the project, whose goal has been to offer parental love and care 

to children from vulnerable situations.  

Many of the children have been in foster care for several years already. Several 

of them graduated from high school and are students now. They visit the families 

and maintain close contact with them. Other children went for the first time in the 

first grade; a very emotional experience for both children and parents.  

This year we also had an interesting experience when one child in foster care 

placement got back his biological family. His foster parents contacted the 

biological parents and eventually they came to the decision to take the child 

back. The child lives now with his biological family.  

Foster care doesn’t mean happy experiences. Foster parents go daily through 

different experiences, some of them are happy ones, other are depressing. One 

of our families went through a sad experience this year. One of the teenagers in 

their care had big problems with the police. He ran away from home and started 

to steal.  

Besides the training and seminars that Bethania organizes periodically for 

families who have care children, for a short or long period of time, in August, 

2012, we organized a five day relaxing camp for foster parents and children. The 

children had a special programme, and the parents enjoyed fellowship, 

encouragement and motivation from other parents like them. There were 

speakers specially invited for this event. Besides this, all of them could have 

medical examinations, if needed. The camp was very much appreciated by the 

parents, as well as the children. 

SUPPORTED BY: HvM, KOEH  

BUDGET  37975 € 

EXPENSES  36007 € 

1 Beneficiary/day   2 € 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MY STORY 

Sergiu was born in 1999. There is no information about his father. His mother went abroad in 2001 and never came 

back. His only relatives are not allowed to care for him. Sergiu has severe infant cerebral paralysis.  He was placed in 

an orphanage for children with handicaps. He came into his foster family due to his older sister. She was placed into 

this family and told them about her younger brother. The family didn’t want to separate them and decided to have both 

of them in care.  

Sergiu came into the family in 2010. When he first came here he couldn’t stay on his feet, he was moving using his 

hand. He had never gone to school so that’s why he couldn’t read or write.  

We have seen Sergiu growing and developing during these years. He is cared for, loved, and encouraged. He became 

more confident in himself and makes double effort to succeed. His parents, the teachers from the local school, as well 

as his colleagues help and motivate him. Currently, Sergiu is a fourth grade student, he can read and write, he walks 

small distances, and even hits the ball with his feet.  

When asked how is it for him, in the family, he said: “I feel very well here, I feel warm and cared for. Everything is well.” 
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ELDERLY CARE 
PROJECTS 



The phenomenon of early ageing has increased considerably in the Republic of 

Moldova. Nowadays, one out of 5 people is over 60 years old and it is estimated 

that, by the middle of 2050, one third of the population will reach this age. 

Most of the elderly from Moldova experience feelings of disappointment, 

isolation, and failure. They are offered little possibility to participate in society, 

they lack access to information and new opportunities that social and political 

change has offered to young people. Besides that, they experience poverty, lack 

of access to healthcare and health protection.  

The elderly represent a group indirectly affected by migration: the departure of 

children abroad deprives them of a quiet oldness and they are deprived of 

children’s care on the one hand; on the other hand, they take care of 

grandchildren. As indicated above, the elderly play an important role in raising 

and taking care of children, whose parents migrated, often being the sole 

guardians (UNICEF/Help Age International, 2010). 

Elderly Care projects seek to make a difference for elderly by providing quality 

day services in a supportive, comfortable, and secure environment, by 

maintaining their independence and social interaction. Our goal is to improve the 

quality of the elderly, without changing their living place.   

Elderly Care projects started in 2008, by delivering a hot lunch to 25 elderly from 

Tintareni. In 2010, we expanded the programme by opening an Elderly Day 

Care Centre in Tintareni.  In 2011, Meals on Wheels started to deliver a healthy 

lunch to 20 seniors from Bulboaca. In 2012, we were blessed to start an Elderly 

Day Care Centre in Bulboaca, for 15 people.  

In 2012, 97 elderly people from Tintareni and Bulboaca benefited from our 

Elderly Care Projects. 

Location: Tintareni, Bulboaca 

Objectives:  

•  assist 30 elders at the Elderly Day 

Care Centers five days a week 
•  deliver to 50 elders lunch at home five 

days a week 

Results:  

•  15 elders attended the Elderly Day 

Care Center in Tintareni five days a 
week every month, except August  

•  15 elders started to be assisted by the 

Elderly Day Care Center in Bulboaca 

since the second part of the year 

•  45 elders were delivered a lunch at 
home five days a week 

Challenges: 

- The Elderly Day Care Center in 

Bulboaca was not launched as planned 
because, even if the building was 

renovated in time,  we faced difficulties 

in obtaining the necessary documents 

to start the project. 

Partners: HvM, KIA 

Expenses: 38502 € 

Budget: 39520 € 
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ELDERLY DAY CARE CENTER IN TINTARENI 

Visit to National Park in Chisinau Handcraft time Hairdressing 

One of the EDCC objectives for 2012, was to change the negative stereotype 

that many young people have about the elderly, who think that they are useless 

and passive. That’s why we organize different activities that first of all raise their 

self-esteem.  Besides that, we involve young people as volunteers, students who 

do their internship and children from the Community Centre to extend the vision. 

We believe that people need to be active in old age. The elderly can do more 

then just sit around and do nothing.  

In 2012 Elderly Day Care Centre in Tintareni offered support to 19 elderly, from 

Tintareni, by offering them a variety of activities. Those who wanted to have 

breakfast have come from Monday to Friday from 9.30 a.m. The others joined 

the group by 10 a.m. and got involved in the daily activities like: gym, newspaper 

reading, TV news, handcrafts. Besides that, once a week the elderly participated 

in a math and English language courses. It was so interesting to observe how 

some of them gave math problems for our bookkeeper or social teachers to 

solve.  

The trips that we organize give them a “new breath”, as they use to say. During 

the year, the elderly were able to visit an Orthodox Monastery, a modern 

shopping mall, a museum, a house for the elderly and a beautiful park in 

Chisinau. Every trip ended with eating delicious pizza at a Pizza place. The 

destinations are chosen with a very specific purpose. We want our elderly to visit 

places that played an important role in their active life, that bring good memories 

to them, as well as to expose them to new experiences.  

In Spring we bought a Renault Grand Scenic car that is used to bring the elders 

to the center in the morning and take them back home after the programme 

ends.  

The Elderly Day Care Center is located in half of a building. In October we were 

blessed to buy the second part of the house. We plan to renovate it in 2013 and 

adjust it to the needs and requirements of center. The elders will have more 

space for their different activities. Also, we will be able to diverse our services. 

We plan to have space that can be used for such emergencies, like offering 

seasonal (winter) 24h care for elders who can not take care for themselves.  

SUPPORTED BY: KIA, HvM 

BUDGET  24680 € 

EXPENSES  22927 € 

1 Beneficiary  2,86  €/day 

“My husband died in 2004. My 

daughter has lived in Israel for the 

last seven years. My son lives in 

Chisinau. I felt sad and 

abandoned. There was no one to 

visit me and talk to me.  

At the Elderly Day Care Centre 

my soul finds peace and comfort. 

I come here everyday. We have 

lunch, we take a shower, do gym, 

learn songs, make different crafts 

and have fellowship. The workers 

here became my heroes because, 

thanks to them, my life has 

meaning now. ” 

Paulina, 82 years old 

“I lost my sight in 1975. Since 

then, my life has changed 

drastically. My husband and my 

children didn’t want to care for 

me. I have even thought of taking  

my life. 

I came to the Elderly Day Care 

Center in 2010. It was difficult for 

me, as a blind person, to get used 

to everything. But here I found 

people who care for me, as if I 

was their child. I found a new 

family.” 

Maria, 72 years old   
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MEALS ON WHEELS IN TINTARENI 

“You are my angels who watch 

over me.” 

“I can't cook for myself and I can't 

do my laundry, but I am taken 

care of by these nice people.”  

“You have been my only visitors, 

for the week and I thank God for 

you.” 

“Your delicious food gives me 

vitality and hope that God cares 

for me.” 

On the way to deliver lunch Serving lunch to an elder Paulina welcomes us at the door 

Elderly Day Care Centre implements services that addresses the needs of 

active old people. Unfortunately, there is a huge number of elderly people in 

Tintareni whose physical situation and health does not allow them to leave their 

homes. The housebound elderly are sadder and more pessimistic about their 

life. They seldom communicate with their neighbours or children who are 

abroad. The lonely environment they have at home nurture their feelings of 

sadness, loss and loneliness.  

Meals on Wheels comes to support daily 25 elderly from Tintareni, in their need 

of a healthy meal. In most of the cases, this is the only hot meal available for 

them. From Monday to Friday a cook delivers the lunch between 12 and 13 

p.m. The workers don’t have much time at their disposal, since they want to 

deliver the food in time to everyone. Poor health, small pensions and absence 

of family members to watch over them, makes it impossible for the elderly to 

care for themselves. That’s why many of them split the lunch in two parts, so 

that they have some food to eat for supper too.  

Besides the daily hot lunch, the elderly can do their laundry at the Elderly Day 

Care Center. Usually they send it with the worker who deliver the food and 

receive it clean the next day. 

The elderly have often complicated health problems. Often they don’t go to 

doctors because it is difficult for them to get there. In 2012 the elderly from Day 

Care Center and Meals on Wheels were helped to make appointments with the 

doctors for their yearly medical examinations and tests. They were driven to the 

hospital accompanied by the social worker, who provided the required 

assistance and ensured that they received competent care and were treated 

appropriately.  

The absence of their family, and decrease of their physical capacities are some 

of the problems that they have to face daily. Our visits are short, because we 

want to go to everyone in time, but even these couple of minutes, spent with 

them, gives them the feeling of belonging and confidence that tomorrow they 

will have food to eat, and there will be at least one person to talk to.  

During 2012, a total of 34 elderly benefitted from a healthy, nutritious meal at 

lunch time, during the week. 
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ELDERLY DAY CARE CENTER IN BULBOACA 

“My life has been a long tragedy. 

Soon after I gave birth to a child 

with handicap, my husband 

started to drink alcohol. After he 

died, our situation got worse, 

because I was alone with my 

problems. I didn’t use to talk to 

anyone from our village, because 

I understand that I an the only 

one who can care for me and my 

son. My son is 30 years old and 

he has never left the house. I 

don’t have friends and relatives, 

that’s why I lock him in the house 

when I have to go somewhere.  

My life changed for the better this 

autumn, when I became a 

beneficiary of your project. Thank 

you very much. Sometimes I think 

you worry too much for me. I 

thank God for you all.”  

Irina, pensioner  

With a population of 5860 people, Bulboaca has 980 elderly. Before 

retirement, most of them believed that they would receive a small, but 

sufficient, pension to maintain a decent life. They had never expected the 

current situation. They are used to living well, being useful, with access to 

free healthcare. Many of them have worked for over 40 years, but their 

income is not sufficient to cover the most necessary needs like facility costs, 

food, medications. Disappointment and insecurity are the most common 

feelings that the elderly experience.  

There is an enormous need for social services to support the elderly in 

Bulboaca. 

Even though, Bethania planned to open an Elderly Day Care Centre in 

Bulboaca in 2011, it was possible to begin its activities only in the second 

part of 2012. God provided us with a building next to the Children Day Care 

Centre. After a couple of months of renovation, we were only waiting for the 

legal authorization. It shouldn’t have taken more then a couple of weeks. 

Unfortunately, it took us several months to receive the approval. It seemed 

that every official that had to sign a document, clearly understood and 

supported the idea of having a centre for elderly, but all of them stipulated 

new demands for us to fulfill. As believers, we understand that everything 

occurs in God’s time. In the same time, we felt frustrated, because we were 

not able to keep our promise to the local elderly and to our partners.  

We are happy to bring to your attention that the Elderly Day Care Centre in 

Bulboaca offers its services five days a week from 9.30 a.m. to 4 p.m. for 15 

elderly people from the community. They participate in a programme full of 

activities that stimulates, encourages, supports and enriches their lives. The 

Elderly Day Care Center is at the very beginning, but it was welcomed by 

the local population with open arms. Here they receive breakfast, lunch, 

take a shower, do their laundry, watch TV, do crafts, and socialize with 

others. A social worker and a nurse are caring for them.   

In the middle of a discussion at the center Lunch is also a time of fellowship 

SUPPORTED BY: KIA, HvM 

BUDGET  14840 € 

EXPENSES  15575 € 

1 Beneficiary / month  1,85 € 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MEALS ON WHEELS IN BULBOACA 

“I am 90 years old and I feel very 

sorry that I became a burden to 

my granddaughter. Besides me, 

she takes care of her two adult 

children with handicaps. Her 

husband left them a long time 

ago. We all live in the house of 

the man my 

granddaughter cohabits with. 

Thank you very much for the food 

and moral support that I daily 

receive from you. I am so happy 

that I can feed myself without 

being a burden for my family. At 

lunch, I eat the soup and I leave 

the porridge and meat for supper. 

I share the sweets with my 

grandchildren.  

I am very happy for those who 

can attend the Elderly Day Care 

Centre. Unfortunately, I can 

hardly walk so I can’t leave the 

house.  

Thank you very much for your 

help.”  

Maria, 90 years old 

Healthy food is an important issue for the elderly. It helps them to maintain their 

health, gives them energy and a desire to live. Bulboaca is a village where 

many elderly have their own garden. From Spring to Autumn, those who are 

still in a good physical condition, work the land, according to their ability. The 

harvest they collect is a good source of food, as they can grow fruit and 

vegetables. By selling them to the market, it also brings a surplus to their small 

pension. This self-help activity helps them very much at the beginning of their 

retirement. It helps them to solve some of their financial problems. 

Unfortunately, with ageing, they are not able to work the land any more and, if 

they don’t have anyone to care for them, they abandon it. In our villages, we 

can often see old houses surrounded by untended gardens.  

From the beginning of the year, the number of assisted elderly at home 

increased from 20 to 25. By providing well nutritious lunches at home, we want 

to ensure that they maintain a healthy diet that maintains their health.  

The majority of the elders were assisted to get to the doctor and perform their 

yearly medical tests and examinations.    

Also, the elders could send their laundry to the Elderly Day Care Center and 

receive it clean after two days.  

Winter time comes with snow and cold weather. Usually the elderly heat their 

houses with wood. Many of them find it difficult to save money, from their small 

pensions, for the winter period. There are cases when the elderly die of cold in 

their houses. In 2012, 16 of them were given wood to heat the houses.  

The words of encouragement that our workers hear during their daily visits, 

give us confidence that the elderly are deeply thankful for the daily food supply.  

Elders received firewoods One of our beneficiaries 
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MY STORY 

“When I was young I had a full life. I have been a primary school teacher for over 35 years. I was married, I had 

children, friends and colleagues. My life changed after I retired. My husband died, my children had their own families 

and lived in other villages. I was alone, often got sick, I felt sad and helpless. There were days when I had no one to 

speak to. My daughters didn’t visit me very often and they seldom called me.  

Once I was invited to visit the Elderly Day Care Centre. It is not far away from my home, so I walked to there. I was 

impressed from the very first day. Here, I found people to talk to. We watch interesting TV programmes on health, we 

read newspapers, we have delicious food at lunch time, and I can take a  weekly shower. At home, I don’t have such 

good living conditions. After the shower, I feel younger and stronger. I don’t have a washing machine at home; I am so 

happy that I can do my laundry here. The trips that we periodically make give me positive energy, they help me to 

forget about my sorrows. I feel appreciated and welcomed. When I go home in the afternoon, I can hardly wait for the 

next day to come. Among us, the elderly, we call this centre “kindergarten”. We are all children who still attend the 

kindergarten.  

This centre has totally changed my life. Life is worth living. I want to express my deepest gratitude to those people who 

implement this project, who support and manage it. Thank you for making our lives easier. May God bless you all.”  

Emilia, 70 years old 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

SOURCES OF FUNDS 

2012 

Euro 

2011 

Euro 

Balance beginning of year  75936 

Dona;ons  310124  246350 

Combine Revenue  2260  2537 

Rent Revenue  6836  7880 

Invest Credit Dona;on  950 

TOTAL REVENUE & SUPPORT  396106  256767 

EXPENDITURE by Area of Ac;vity 

Child Care and Educa;on  83013  76393 

Human Trafficking Preven;on  66767  56136 

Social and Family Integra;on 

of Children from Boarding 

Schools 

92839  69710 

Elderly Care  38502  25796 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE  281121  228053 

Balance  29098  28714 

33% 

23% 

31% 

13% 

Expenditure by Area of AcAvity 

2012 

Child Care and Educa;on 

Human Trafficking Preven;on 

Social and Family Integra;on of 

Children from Boarding School 

Elderly Care 

97% 

1% 
2% 

Sources of Funds 2012 

Dona;ons  Combine  Space Rent 

35 BETHANIA 
2012 Annual Activity Report 



ATTRIBUTION OF COSTS 

EXTRA BUDGET COSTS 

#  PROJECT  EXTRA BUDGET COST  AMOUNT 

1  Chris;an 

Community Center 

Solar ba_ery   4600 € 

2  Elderly Day Care 

Center Tintareni 

Purchase of the second part of the building 

and repair works 

26192 € 

3  Elderly Day Care 

Center Bulboaca 

Purchase and renova;on of building   46595 € 

4  Elderly Day Care 

Center Bulboaca 

Purchase of a vehicle  8500 € 

Total  85887 € 

Food  7.80% 

Utilities 3.52% 

School Supplies 3.13% 

Office Supplies and equipment 1.19% 

Transportation 3.60% 

Auto Insurance and Maintenance 1.40% 

Building Insurance and Maintenance 0.90% 

Salaries 20.11% 

Banking Commission 1.41% 

Taxes on Salaries 4.63% 

Hygienics 0.91% 

Medications 0.28% 

Other taxes 0.01% 

Unexpected expenses 2.79% 

Business trips 0.02% 

Territory 0.14% 

Equipment 0.17% 

Projects expenses 48.00% 

TOTAL 100.00% 
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ABBREVIATION 

ASP  A`er School Program  

CCC  Chris;an Community Center  

COM  Christliche Ost Mission, Switzerland  

EDCC  Elderly Day Care Center, Tintareni   

HvM  Hart voor Moldavie, The Netherlands  

KIA  Kerk in Ac;e, The Netherland  

KOEH  Kom over en Help, The Netherlands  

MD  Republic of Moldova  

TH  Transi;on Houser for Orphan Girls  



BETHANIA STAFF AT A GLANCE 

A.O. Asociatia Crestina de Caritate BETHANIA 
Str. Stefan cel Mare 13 

Comuna Tintareni, 6538 
Raionul Anenii Noi 

Republica Moldova 

Tel./fax: (373) 265 33 430 

E-mail: bethania.info@gmail.com 
Website: www.bethania.md  
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