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Dear friends,  

Looking back at 2014 I can say that we were devoted to assist as many disadvantaged children and 

adults from Moldova as we could. The economic and political situation in our country is insecure. 

Most of the people are afraid for their future. The children and elderly are the ones who suffer  

most.  

Besides poverty and negligence, vulnerable children are also socially excluded. Most of them don’t 

have access to education and medical services, are poorly fed and have no good clothing. Every 

fourth elderly from Moldova has no support from family and relatives. 12% of elderly don’t have 

any person to count on.  

In this situation God has blessed us with the ability to offer support through our services to over 

1150 beneficiaries through different projects: Foster Care, Community Centers for Children and 

Teenagers, Elderly Care, Protection House, Shelter, Transition House, Summer Camps, and 

Treatment Camps.  

We have also spent considerable time to developing and approving the Strategic Plan for the next 

five years, which will guide us in the future.  

We acknowledge that our achievement is the direct result of the persevering efforts of our partners, 

staff, and volunteers. When you donate your time, experience and resources, contribute to the 

improvement of the lives of children and adults of Moldova, and help to build up a future for our 

country as well.  

On behalf of Bethania Christian Relief Association, we say thank you! 

Respectfully yours,  

Ilie Coada 

President of Bethania  
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WHO WE ARE 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Christian Relief Association BETHANIA is a Christian, non-profit, charitable organization founded 

in 1998 by Ilie Coada, pastor of the Evangelical Baptist Chruch in Tintareni, Anenii Noi, Republic 

of Moldova.  

BETHANIA develops and implements projects that respond to the most urgent needs of Moldovan 

people: children and graduates from orphanages and boarding schools, children from dysfunctional 

families, children from poor background who have no possibility to continue their studies, children 

without parental support or children whose one or both parents work abroad, poor families, children 

who need an alternative social protection and old people in different vulnerable situations.  

BETHANIA works in projects of human trafficking prevention, child day care, and elderly care.  

1. Child Day Care: 

         - Christian Community Center, Tintareni 

         - Child Day Care Center, Bulboaca 

2. Elderly Care:  

         - Elderly Day Care Center, Tintareni 

         - Elderly Day Care Center, Bulboaca 

3. Human Trafficking Prevention: 

         - Protection Home, Tintareni 

         - Transition House for Orphan Girls, Tintareni 

         - Shelter, Tintareni 

         - Foster Care, all over Moldova 

         - Short-Term Placements,  all over Moldova 

         - Long-Term Placements, all over Moldova 

         - Treatment Camps for Children, all over Moldova 
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MISSION, VISION AND VALUES 

Vision 

BETHANIA’s vision is that all people share the love of God to disadvantaged people through a 

holistic approach.  

Mission Statement 
The central purpose and role of BETHANIA is defined as:  

BETHANIA is a Christian organization that manifests the love of God through efficient actions 

to fulfill the needs of disadvantaged people.  

Values  
The values governing BETHANIA’s development include the following:  

•   Improving life 

-  We support our beneficiary in their emotional, spiritual, and physical growth and 

development. 

•   Ethics and Integrity 

-  We are committed to operate with the highest standards of integrity based on Biblical  

principles.  

•   Transparency and Accountability 

-  We promote transparency, accountability and integrity at all levels of our activities in 

relation to our employees, volunteers, beneficiaries, partners, and the state.  

•   Team work 

-  We value all members of our diverse family for their individual contribution. We 

acknowledge the responsibility of every single person and support the growth of people 

both personally and professionally.  

•   Professional and Dedication   

-  We put forth our personal and professional best, providing the highest quality or care of  

which we are capable.  

•   Partners and Cooperation 

-  We recognize the importance of cooperation and value the partnerships we have built.  

6 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THE EMPLOYEES OF BETHANIA 

Management team 

Staff of Bethania 
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Thank you for adressing a few words on this page from The Netherlands. 

Since the establishment of Hart voor Moldavïe in 2002, the foundation is active and involved by 

the work of Bethania.  

First and above all, our thanks is going to our Heavenly Father. He gave his blessing on all the 

work in Moldova. Our thanks is also going to mister Ilie Coada and his team of enthusiastic 

contributors. A special word of thanks to Sam Zwagerman, he is an important link between 

Bethania and Hart voor Moldavië. 

In the past few years there is happening a lot, in the Netherlands but especially in Moldova. From 

the Netherlands we gave support for several projects of Bethania. Again and again, the followers 

from the foundation are impressed by the good approach of the projects. Bethania always has 

received our sponsors warmly and welcoming. During the visit, the sponsors could see what 

happened in Moldova and where the financial support is practical used for. 

During several visits, I also experienced a lot. I want to appoint some aspects which compose an 

important link in the quality of the work: God holds us, independence, quality awareness and 

transparency. These aspects are essential principles for the sponsors to support the work. For the 

board of Hart voor Moldavië, these aspects are the main indications for the continuity of care. 

Through regular consultation and contact, it has become visible. It may us realize that these 

aspects have become essential principles in the years of cooperation. 

As board of the foundation, we have heard from various visitors a lot of positive comments about 

the content of the projects of Bethania. These themes provide the outline for the projects of 

Bethania: prevention of trafficking in women, real assistance to (foster)families, the real help for 

foster children and children from disadvantaged families and finally the look after the elderly 

which living a hopeless life. In every project quality is monitored. Interesting to see that the 

developed concept of the (elderly) centrum could be copied to another village! This made it 

possible to involve more families/children/elderly in these projects. 

During the visits, sometimes we discussed about the future. Questions about how and what in the 

future are difficult to answer. God has the answers and firstly we trust in Him.  

We hope Bethania and its contributors may be a long blessing for her environment. 

We recommended our partner Bethania for sponsorship. The good results in projects has made 

for many people in Moldova a change in their lives. 

With kind regards and connected in Christ, 

Marco Vriend. 

Board chairman Hart voor Moldavië         
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ELDERLY CARE 

For many older people daily life is a struggle to survive. The pension is insufficient for their daily 

needs of food and heating. Often they have no access to clean drinking water, money for healthcare 

and no facilities for their hygiene. Many of them live in social isolation.  

Nearly a million Moldavian people in the age of  25 to 45 have gone abroad hoping to find work 

and a better life. Because of this enormous flow of emigration, there will be some major problems 

in the country. 

Villages are emptying; industry stagnant and elderly people live alone. Sometimes the children 

who are working abroad send some money, but in many cases they do not do so. Their pensions, 

around 40 euro per month are spent on gas, water and electricity leaving hardly any money for 

medical care and healthy food. 

A large proportion of these older people live in heavily neglected houses, which can hardly be 

called a house.  

Bethania stands for people who have worked all their life, whose savings were lost due to inflation 

after the fall of the Soviet Union, who know what war and what hunger is. 

9 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ELDERLY CARE 

Bethania runs two Day Care Centers for Elderly and two Meals-on-Wheels projects, one in 

Tintareni and one in Bulboaca. 

Our goal 

We aim to improve the lives of elderly people without changing their place of residence. 

Objectives 

   Providing hot meals 5 times a week 
   Facilitating for body hygiene 
   Providing educational programs 
   Providing support through counseling and social work services 
   Support in the winter period (firewood, blankets, food, etc.) 

In 2014 Bethania had a total of 110 participants in the elderly care projects: 

•  36 elderly visited the day centers  

•  74 elderly we served with Meals-on-wheels. 

Day Centers 

Our day centers are open five days a week. We want to serve the elderly by creating a relaxed 

homely atmosphere in our day centers. We offer them different activities like crafts, board games, 

television, singing, gymnastics, etc. 

In addition, they wash their clothes, regularly comes a hairdresser, the elderly can use the shower, 

and there is Bible study and birthdays celebration. 

We have also assisted the elderly with replacing their identity card  and regularly a nurse of the 

local medical center visit our centers. 

Once in three months, we make an excursion; we visit the capital, monasteries, war memorials 

beautiful parks etc. 

The national holidays are celebrated. 

Older people who have mobility problems are provided with transportation by car to and from 

our day centers. 

Meals on Wheels 

In 2014 we served 74 elderly five days a week with the Meals-on-Wheels giving the healthy and 

nutritious food. 

Besides the importance of the meal, it is important that people are visited every day and make 

them realize they are not alone. There is in this way a social control on those people and if 

something happens we can arrange assistance. Also those who make use of the Meals-on-Wheels 

project can let their clothes and bedlinen be washed and use the shower at the center. 

The most of this people who use this project are homebound without any homecare.  

10 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ELDERLY CARE 

Testimony 

My name is Maria. Last year my older sister 

died in another village. When I heard that she 

had lain there for a long time dead before she 

was found, it hurt me a lot. I, myself, have a 

disability: my left foot is half amputated and my 

right foot has an open wound already for more 

than 2 years. 

I laboriously come to the Centre daily on my 

own: I cannot get in and out of the car because 

of my foot. 

I thank God every day for this Centre. 

Unfortunately I cannot help to do something in 

the Centre, but I pray for those who make this 

Centre possible for me and the other people who 

come here. 

This Centre is a great help to us, thank you very 

much. 
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CHILD DAY CARE 
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CHILD DAY CARE 

For children it is important to grow up in the safety of a family. Those who grow up in a stable 

environment have a chance to develop into healthy adults who can build a good future for 

themselves and for their country.  

Unfortunately, the reality for many children in Moldova is quite different. Because of the large 

emigration of the working class, thousands of children grow up without a mother or a  father or 

even completely without parents. 

Many children stay with grandparents and some of them end up in orphanages of the 

government.  

Unfortunately, Moldova is one of the countries with the world’s heaviest alcohol consumption. 

Families where money is used for alcohol consumption instead of child maintenance are no 

exception in Moldova. This heavy alcohol abuse causes domestic violence and this also is no 

exception. 

The divorce rate is particularly high in Moldova two out of three marriages end in divorce. 

It will not surprise you that this has a very large negative impact on the development of  children. 

We believe that, a better world starts with children. Every child deserves the chance to develop 

his or her own future. That is why we want to commit ourselves to give opportunities to the 

vulnerable children. 

It happens that children fall asleep during class at school, they do not turn up because they 

worked at home until late, or they do not go to school because of lack of proper clothing and 

shoes. 

Others come to school hungry because they do not get enough food at home. 

Often children are not encouraged to go to school or do their homework. Parents and/or 

grandparents do not see the importance of education. These living conditions are not a good 

environment for children. To prevent children getting into a downward spiral Bethania runs this 

Child Day Care project. 

The target group of the project is: 
Children, teenagers and young people in risk situations. 

Project goal:  

Offer educational, emotional, and physical support to children in a safe environment.  

Strategies:  

•      Offer after school activities in a safe place under adult supervision. 

•       Serve nutritious food at lunchtime for all beneficiaries  

•       Give educational support in the way of: 

1.  Homework preparation 

2.  Individual support to children with poor results in school 

• Holistic support: 

              1.   Individual approach to the situation of the children and their families  

              2.   Individual and group counseling 

              3.   Material support to children from low-income families. 

13 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CHILD DAY CARE 

CHRISTIAN COMMUNTY CENTER TINTARENI (CCC) 

In 2014 there were officially 52 children enrolled at CCC : 25 boys, 27 girls. Officially, in 2014 

none of the children who attended CCC dropped out the public school. But there are children 

who do not attend school, while this is not always registered. We have children who run away 

from school, but come to the Centre in the afternoon. On the other hand we also have two 

children who like to run away from the Centre and tell their parents that they have been at the 

Centre. Usually when a child is missing for two consecutive days, we contact the parents and 

inform them of this situation. 

The activities:  
1.    Homework assistance 

Four children are still in the process of learning to read and write. Three children are in 

grades 1 to 3 and we still have time to improve their situation. The fourth child is in the 

4th grade and we suspect him of having learning disabilities. He is not able to learn at 

the same level as his peers. Unfortunately, there are no professionals in our region to 

diagnose this child and work separately with him. 

2.    Recreational activities 

             Monthly birthday celebration 

             Sport competitions (volleyball, football, chess) 

             Handcrafting 

Trips to museums, theatre, etc. 

3.    Educational activities 

             Thematic days 

              Poem, Songs and Drawing Contests 

 Peer support 

4.    Bible lessons 

Each group of children participates in Bible lessons once per week. The program is 

adapted according to their  age.   

5.    Individual and group counseling 

The psychologist scheduled meetings with each group of children on different subjects, 

as well as individual counseling. This is a very important part of the ministry, since 

many children lack attention, emotional  and social care. 

6.    In-deep (holistic) assistance 

One family of the children who attended the CCC was helped with wood for the winter.  

Clothing and shoes were handed out according to the needs of the children. 

Periodically food parcels were given to two families. 

School supplies were handed out were most needed. 

7.    Healthy nutrition 

Each beneficiary received a hot lunch daily, which consist of soup, second course 

(porridge, rice, etc.) meat or fish, tea and sweets. The menu is created in cooperation  

with the Medical Department to support the healthy development of children of this 

age. 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CHILD DAY CARE 

CHRISTIAN COMMUNTY CENTER TINTARENI  

After school program 

In September 2014 we included the first grade students into the program.  

This gives us the possibility to begin the process of supporting the child/family from an earlier 

age, from the beginning of the school period.  

In this way a child can benefit from the CCC program support for about eight years. 

There are children who didn’t go to the kindergarten and whose parents didn’t prepare the child 

for school. Some of the children don’t know the colors, letters, numbers, etc. When they go to 

school they have to compete with children who are very well prepared for the school program.  

Usually the school teacher does not ask too much of these children, consequently they do not 

make much progress. We selected only children who live in these difficult situations.  

This is a very important and, in the same time, very responsible task for us.  

Social teacher, Cristina Mizerniuc, at work in the CCC with the first grade. 
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CHILD  DAY CARE 

CHRISTIAN COMMUNTY CENTER TINTARENI 

 The teenagers’ program 

This program gives us the opportunity to maintain contact and have impact for another three years. 

In 2012 there were 14 teenagers who attended our program. In 2014 we had about 39 teenagers 

divided into three groups, according to their age. We feel motivated to continue these groups when 

we see their desire to attend the meetings and the changes in their lives. We established goals for 

each group of teenagers. In 2014 we discussed over 20 subjects on teamwork, how to choose your 

future profession, volunteer work, etc. A group of teenagers stayed in a Christian camp during the 

summer time. Some of them had the courage to accept Christ. During the wintertime each group of 

children visited Chisinau. 

16 

Children’s Day Celebration 2014 

On the occasion of Children’s Day on June 1st we celebrated “Childhood” with over 250 children 

from Tintareni and the surrounding villages. Children’s Day has been celebrated more and more 

during the last years.  

Celebration began with a theatre show performed by a professional theatre from Chisinau. It was 

followed by interactive games and various activities performed by staff and volunteers such as 

handcrafts, drawing, face painting, sports and group games. The best part of the program is that all 

the participants are rewarded for the participation with sweets, ice cream and a roll.  

Children are God’s gift. Children’s Day celebration is all about treasuring our children and giving 

the child the right to feel loved, happy, and cared for.  
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CHILD  DAY CARE 
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Children’s Day Camps 2014 

The summer camp was launched on June 16 for a period of 6 weeks with one week break between 

the second and the third camp. The target age groups are children from 8 to 14 years old. The whole 

idea of the summer camps is to give children the possibility to recreate in a safe and caring 

environment.  

To carry out the summer camp smoothly, the staff prepared the program of activities several months 

before. The theme of the camp was “Live differently” or “Be a hero”. Since many children who 

come to the camp come from disadvantaged families, or have their parents working abroad, they 

don’t have an adult role model. The goal of the program was to explain the children that they can be 

the heroes by choosing to live a life without violence. Extraordinary people live in ordinarily life 

circumstances. Volunteers involved in the camp participated in a training program.  

The third camp was held together with a team from The Netherlands. It was a privilege to work 

side-by-side with dedicated people and share intercultural experience with children and volunteers.  

There were a total of 148 children participating in these camps.  
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CHILD  DAY CARE 

You are my place of safety and my shield. 

Your word is my only hope 

Psalms 119:114 

Working for more than 10 years at the Christian Center  Bethania, I had the opportunity to meet 

children with different family problems. These children had lack of their parental love, they were 

timid and unsociable. It turns out to be, that the majority of these children have also a lack in 

speech development, the cause being that their parents have left abroad.  

The Christian Center  Bethania, has brought a big improvement to these children. While attending 

the Center, the children could open themselves to the other children and the teachers. Here they 

can do their school homework for the next day with the help of the teachers, receive a warm lunch 

meal, enjoy different activities in the free time and receive moral and spiritual support from the 

teachers any time it is needed.  

We can notice significant changes at the end of their stay at the Christian Center.  That brings 

much joy to our hearts.  

May God bless His work through the people who are involved in the program.  

Aurica Bulgaru,  social teacher  fourth grade 
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CHILD  DAY CARE 

CHILD DAY CARE CENTER BULBOACA 

After school program 

Twenty children, aged 7 to 12, visit the center daily. 

The beneficiaries are part of the following categories: 

1.    Children from very low socio-economic environment. 

2.    Children living in a precarious psychological environment where  

       parents drink alcohol. 

3.    Children neglected or abused in their own family. 

4.    Children whose parents (one or both) work abroad. 

5.    Children whose parents work in the country and do not support them with family  

       care, security and education. 

6.    Children with very low educational success. 

7.    Children from single parent families or pending divorce situations. 

8.    Children at risk of abandonment. 

The activities:  

1.    Homework assistance. 

2.    Recreational activities. 

3.    Educational activities. 

4.    Bible lessons. 

5.    In-deep (holistic) assistance. 

6.    Healthy nutrition. 
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CHILD  DAY CARE 
Camp Bulboaca 

From June 25th to June 30th  50 children from Bulboaca had a great time. 

They went to a children camp in the village Cioburciu, where the forest and the river Nistru are 

within walking distance. 

50 children who otherwise almost never leave the village, never enjoy a day off,  were offered a 

week of fun. A week with sports and games, crafts and Bible lessons, and also good food.  

Above all, they escaped the problems at home. They were able to be a real child for one week. 

20 

By bus to the camp 

Morning gym 

With a real clown 

Field trip 

Trampoline Handcraft 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Human Trafficking Prevention 

Worldwide millions of people, adults, children, male and female, undergo forced labor or sexual 

exploitation. Human trafficking is one of the most profitable activities of organized crime. About 

80% of the victims are women, of which 50% are minors: children-girls. The majority of these 

victims suffer  mainly outside the borders of their own country. 

Some facts about human trafficking; 

1. Approximately 75-80% of human trafficking is for sex 

2. Researchers note that sex trafficking plays a major role in the spread of HIV 

3. There are more human slaves in the world today than ever before in history 

4. There are an estimated 27 million adults and 13 million children around the world who are victims 

of human trafficking 

5. Human trafficking not only involves sex and labor, but also organ trade 

Widespread poverty and lack of job opportunities have caused many Moldovans to look for 

employment abroad. The high number of irregular migrants has allowed criminal organizations to 

exploit an already vulnerable group. Moldova has one of the largest numbers of trafficking victims in 

the region. 

Estimates put the number of people trafficked from Moldova at somewhere between 200.000 and 

400.000 since 1991. 

We believe that the most effective way to combat human trafficking is to identify vulnerable people 

and to prevent them becoming a victim. Bethania is implementing prevention and protection projects 

for children from orphanages, graduates from orphanages, children and teenagers from social 

vulnerable families. 
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Human Trafficking Prevention 

PROTECTION HOUSE 

This project started in 2001. The intent of this project 

is that we take care of young women who need 

supervision after they finished the Transition Home 

project. In 2001 we started with four young women, 

now there are still two. In 2009 and last year 2014 two 

women decided that the guidance was no longer 

necessary and continued independently.  

The two women who are still in the project are 

participating as volunteers in various projects of 

Bethania. They help to clean the Day Care Center and 

they help in a greenhouse where vegetables are 

cultivated for the projects. 

This project is partly funded by income from renting 

an adjacent house and by the disability benefit the two 

women receive from the government. 

SHELTER 

In this project, we take care of the girls who have completed the Transition Home and want to study. 

Because of their background, these girls don’t have a basis where they can go. Even though they are 

over 18 years and of age, we believe that we must help these girls until they really can stand on their 

own feet. Our assistance is focused on quality and not on quantity, so we help as long as we can.  

Girls who have found work and are financially self-reliant, girls who marry and have their own 

families, those are our goals for this project. 

During the time they are studying, they can always make use of this project. Our experience indicates 

that this is much needed. Everyone needs a home where one feels safe and is loved. 

The project is run by a family who lives in the Shelter with their son and stepson. 

This project provides the girls with an example of a healthy family - this in comparison to their 

background. 

A few objectives of the project are: 

•     Assist girls with enrollment in different institutions of Higher Education 

•     Financial and material support to girls in the project 

•     Temporarily housing within a family during weekend, holidays, period of sickness, etc 

•     Assistance in enrolling at University or College (internship, dormitory, studies, etc.) 
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TRANSITION HOME 

The Transition Home is a project of three years for eight orphan girls, helping them integrate into 

society and preventing them becoming a victim of human trafficking. Four social workers are  

working fulltime with the girls, seven days a week. 

This past year has been characterized by the continuation of the Lyceum studies of the girls, their 

involvement in different social activities, the deepening of the relationship with their biological 

family, the establishing of new social relationships, the preparation and the training of the girls in 

choosing a profession and many more activities. 

We are glad that seven out of the eight girls go from grade 11 to grade 12 at the Lyceum. One of the 

girls decided to follow a vocational training as a cook. 

During summer vacation each of the girls had a place to be involved in besides the project: 

Christian camps, work with the elderly, work on the field, etc. 

When the girls reached the full age of 18, their birthdays were celebrated, and they had the pleasure 

to have some of their teachers as their guests, as well as dear persons and colleagues from the 

Lyceum.   

Involvement of a Psychologist has helped the girls to grow in relationship with the persons around 

them, to overcome problems and to receive a professional guidance .  

Human Trafficking Prevention 

23 



BETHANIA ANNUAL REPORT 2014  

Human Trafficking Prevention 

TRANSITION HOME 

Step by step we can change the world around us…giving a helping hand… 

Being raised in residential institutions, it is very hard for our girls to realize that giving is 

something natural and human.  These girls, like other children from orphanages, are used to 

receive only. They expect that somebody is obligated to create the necessary conditions for 

them, to offer them the attention they long for so much, because of their lack of parental love. 

In our project we learn how important it is to give, to feel the fulfillment and the satisfaction of  

seeing how others enjoy your gift. Even if the girls don’t have material resources, we encourage 

them to offer some of their time to other children that need help involving them as volunteers at 

the Christian Center. At the beginning it was difficult for them to realize the importance of this 

principle and they were acting with less dedication. But during their summer vacation many of 

the girls chose to dedicate themselves to helping other disadvantaged children. We, as their 

mentors, felt much joy.  Even greater was the surprise when, out of the desire of helping other 

people, two girls involved themselves in volunteering activities in the Calfa village, working 

hand in hand with the primary of the locality participating in cleaning the village, collecting 

aids for the poor families, protecting the environment, etc….This gift of them was appreciated: 

they received a reward with the title “The best volunteer of 2014”. 

We now know that our society will receive in the near future new people who are open to help 

other people in need, offering them love and compassion. Many people evaluate the results in 

numbers, increasing percentages, but for us a great achievement is that we can change frozen 

hearts and reach longing hearts with the help of other people who stand behind us. This is the 

mission in our lives, fulfilling God’s commandments. 

Galina Petrescu,  

Manager Transition Home. 
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Everyone knows that children fare best when they grow up in their own family, although there are 

situations where it is better to find an alternative for the child. In these situations there is no perfect 

solution, but the experience shows us that the best alternative is that also in this case the child is 

brought up in a family-like setting. 

God has blessed us in the activities of foster care (Short and Long-term placement) projects. Even 

while the residential system is changing, aiming to close all the orphanages, our projects didn’t 

suffer. The number of beneficiaries did not decrease . 

Periodically the social workers visited each family with children in placement to supervise the 

situation. They assess the relationship between family and children, give advice in conflict 

situations, etc. They also maintain permanent contact by phone with both beneficiaries and foster 

parents. During the year children were helped financially to receive medical treatments and to buy 

necessary medications. 

Two seminars were organized for foster families. For the seminar in April we had a guest speaker 

from Switzerland, Barbara Ruegger, on attachment disorders. The second seminar was mostly for 

families to share experience, encourage each other and find answers to problems they faced. Both 

seminars had a positive impact on the families.  

THE DREAM OF EVERY CHILD IS TO GROW UP IN A NORMAL FAMILY WITH LOVE AND CARE. 
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Short-term placement is very important for a child. It often breaks down the negative vicious 

circle. It gives the child the feeling that he/she does matter, that he/she is valuable and loved. Short-

term placement parents let the child see how it can be like to live in a normal family. And that 

remembers a child all his/her life. 

As an organization, we visit the foster family periodically, offer support when children need medical 

treatments, deliver Christmas gifts to them. I would like to mention that the children don’t know 

about the financial support the family receives during the placement. We do this to emphasize the 

significance of the family; the child needs to see a family who cares for him/her, not an 

organization. The family receives the financial support and they are the ones who buy necessary 

things for the child. During the summer vacation, the family prepares the child for the new school 

year. They buy clothing, shoes, school supplies. It is the family who does this, not an organization. 

In this way the children learn that the responsibility of the family is to show love and care for their 

children.   

In 2014 we had  in the holydays (Easter, summer and Christmas) a total of 183 children placed in 91 

families. In total 19 churches and 4 orphanage schools were involved. 

Long-term placements aim to provide care, support and family environment for children who 

cannot live with their family. The primary goal of the project is to protect the children from human 

trafficking risks.  

A lot is changing in Moldova in the area of care for children who are in difficult situations.  

Almost all orphanages  will be closed in 2015. In 2007 a number of 12.000 children lived in an 

institution. In 2012 this number was reduced to approximately 5.600. 

This is not because it is all so amazingly well nowadays in Moldova and thus the social problems of 

children have been resolved. No, under pressure from abroad, the institutions close and most of 

those children must return to their biological families. These are mostly socially poor families 

where alcohol abuse and domestic violence are no exception. 

An answer to this problem is good foster care, and that is what Bethania is offering. Through the 

network of churches we find foster parents. The social department of the government knows which 

children are eligible for foster care.  

We train the foster parents through seminars and counseling. We help them with the paperwork 

needed to take a foster child. The families are regularly visited by us and also financially supported.  

In 2014 Bethania had 132 children placed in 73 foster families.   
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Camp for foster care families 

In the summer 24 foster care families with 86 children enjoyed a 6 days camp at the Christian 

Medical Center in Cioburciu. Many of these families never have time for a day trip or a vacation. 

They are always busy and financially they cannot afford a holiday. 

This camp is not just a holiday. Apart from relaxation, there is attention for health care, for example: 

ozone therapy, carboxyl therapy, massage, physiotherapy. There are also Bible studies and 

discussion groups about foster care. And of course the foster parents share experience. 

For the children a daily program is offered full of activities like crafts, games, sport and field trips. 

It is a short period, but very important for the foster families, both for the children and the foster 

parents. 

Share experience Enjoy a good meal 

Medical assistance Handcraft 
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Life Story 

Being born in the poorest country of Europe is not by choice. In the first year of your life your 

father left to never set eyes on you again. No love from your father, no attention from a father 

means there is a part of you lacking. A mother, who does not really want you, but you are there 

and you did not ask for this yourself.  

Love, affection and kindness are unknown to you. You know nothing better and think this is the 

way it ought to be, because you never experienced anything different. 

At the point you feel frozen to death in your house, because your mother was more keen on 

alcohol than on you, you come in contact with people who do give you attention, love and 

affection.  

These people you start to call mother and father. These are about your first words, because you 

never learnt to talk. You have a live behind you compared to other children, yet you still have to 

reach the age of 4 years old.  
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Kerk in Actie, The Netherlands  

Involved with: 

•   Elderly care Tintareni and Bulboaca  

•   Christian Community Center Tintareni  

Hart voor Moldavie, The Netherlands 

Involved with: 

•   Elderly care Tintareni and Bulboaca 

•   Afterschool  program ,Tintareni 

•   Children’s day celebration, Tintareni 

•   Children’s day camps, Tintareni 

•   Protection house 

•   Shelter 

•   Transition Home 

•   Foster care long-term placement 

•   Camp for foster care families  

Christliche Ostmission, Switzerland. 

Involved with: 

•   Afterschool program, Tintareni 

•   Foster care long-term 

•   Foster care short-term 

•   Camp for foster care families 

•   Teenagers program, Tintareni 

Kom over en Help, The Netherlands 

Involved with: 

•   Elderly care Bulboaca 

•   Afterschool program, Tintareni 

•   Afterschool program, Bulboaca 

•   Camp Bulboaca 

•   Foster care long-term 

•   Camp for foster care families 

Furuhojdskyrkan, Alunda, Sweden 

Involved with: 

•   Humanitarian Aid Transport 

Stichting Werkgroep  

    “ De Ruyter” 

Stichting Werkgroep “ De Ruyter”, The Netherlands. 

Involved with: 

•   Humanitarian Aid Transport 

Mensenkinderen, The Netherlands. 

Involved with: 

•   Christian Communty Center, Tintareni 
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We, the workers of  Bethania know how important it is to be transparent in the work we do. As an 

accountant, I can confirm that the allocated and the received financial resources from the donors 

are used in a reasonable way, in conditions of transparency and maximum efficiency.  This results 

in the monthly and annual reports, presented to the State agencies with the right to control the 

work of Bethania. 

Annually, we have an external audit control, as evidence of accuracy and fairness of the utilization 

of the financial resources. 

Our wish, is to be clean first of all to God, to the donors, to the State and last but not least, to the 

Community.  

We hope for a continuing collaborative relationship with our donors based on trust. We also are 

grateful for all the effort made so that we could activate as an association and in this way to be a 

help and a support to the people that are in need.  

Liuba Virlan. 

Accounting manager 

A word on behalf of the accountant of Bethania 
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A.O. Asociatia Crestina de Caritate BETHANIA 

Str. Stefan cel Mare 13 

Tintareni, 6538 Anenii Noi 

Republic of Moldova 

Phone/Fax: (373) 265 33 430 

E-mail: bethania.info@gmail.com 

Website: www.bethania.md 


