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Our Focus Areas:

FACTSHEET

Human Trafficking
prevention
•Protection Home
•Shelter
•Short-Term Placements
•Long-Term Placements
•Foster Care
•Medical Treatment Camps
•Trainings and Seminars

Elderly Care
•Day Care Centers
•Meals on Wheels
•Home Care









Founded in 1998
Legal status: Non-profit, charity
public association registered at the
Ministry of Justice in 2001,
registration no. 1717
Target beneficiaries: children,
young people from social
vulnerable families, orphans, poor
families, elderly.
Number of ongoing projects: 14
Number of beneficiaries in 2016:
over 1600
Number of employees in 2016: 38
Number of volunteers in 2016: 35
local and foreign volunteers
Annual overall budget: 386 170 €

General Information:

BETHANIA Christian Relief Association
13 Stefan cel Mare St., Tintareni 6538,
Anenii Noi, Republic of Moldova
Tel/fax (373) 26533430
E-mail: bethania.info@gmail.com
Website: bethania.md
Contact Person: Ilie Coada, president

•Day Care Centers
•Teenagers' Club
•Children's Day
Celebration
•Summer Camps

•Wood for witner
•Food parcels
•Clothing
•Christmas gifts
•School furniture, etc

Mission Statement:

General Information:



Humanitarian
Assistance

Child Day Care

BETHANIA is a Christian organization that
manifests the love of God through efficient
actions to fulfill the needs of disadvantaged
people.

Partners
BETHANIA has developed strong
partnerships over the years with local and
foreign organizations and churches. Our
main partners in 2016:







Christian Ost Mission, Switzerland
Kom over en Help, the Netherlard
Kerk in Actie, the Netherland
Hart voor Moldavie, the Netherland
Furuhojdskyrkan, Alunda, Sweden
Keys Ministries, USA

Awards:




2014 - Baptist World Alliance
honoured Ilie Coada with Denton
and Janice Lotz Human Rights
Award
2016 - Government of the Republic
of Moldova First Degree Diploma
for activity, professionalism and
contribution to the development of
the social assistance system of
Moldova
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
On behalf of BETHANIA Christian Relief Association, I would like to once again thank all partners,
volunteers and friends that have been with us through the year. It is my pleasure to present BETHANIA
Annual Activity Report for 2016.
During this year, we continued to promote support for orphans, children from vulnerable families and
disadvantaged youth and elderly.
More than 35 local and foreign volunteers joined us in our efforts of carrying out the daily activities.
We met the needs of about 1600 people, including: Child Care – 650 children, Elderly Care – 99 elderly,
Human Trafficking prevention – 418 people, and material support -420 people.
With the support of our partners we were able to provide the Community House for Disabled Adults from
Chirca, a neighboring village, with clothing and textiles. The Gymnasium from Todiresti, another nearby
village, was provided with school furniture, which is indispensable for the well running of the school, as
well as the Center for Rehabilitation and Social Integration of Children and Young People from our
district.
Over 300 children enjoyed receiving a gift during Christmas time.
Also in 2016 thanks to our committed and passionate partners we started the preparation of the
territory for the future Playing Ground for Children and Adults, we finally were able to do the ventilation
for the CCC kitchen, dug a water well in Bulboaca to provide with water our projects and achieved other
goals impossible to carry out by ourselves.
Our vision is to continue with enthusiasm to implement the primary mission of the association that of
manifesting the love of God through efficient actions to fulfill the needs of disadvantaged people.
We are committed to reaching to as many children and adults at risk to help them to overcome the
difficulties they go through and uplift them by creating long-lasting changes into their lives.

Yours truly,

Ilie Coada
President

Ilie and Tamara Coada
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OBJECTIVES, STRATEGY AND MAIN VALUES
Bethania has devoted itself to defend the poor and week for over 19 years.
Our mission, vision and core values were defined in the Strategic Plan elaborated for the first time in 2015.
BETHANIA’S VISION IS THAT ALL PEOPLE SHARE THE LOVE OF GOD TO DISADVANTAGED
PEOPLE THROUGH A HOLISTIC APPROACH.
We perceive ourselves as an organization whose main mission is to manifest the love of God through
efficient actions to fulfill the needs of disadvantaged people.
We contribute to the social and family integration of children and young people who live in orphanages,
placement centers or in impoverished and troubled families. We create supportive environments including
foster care, day care, camps.
Our staff, volunteers and caretakers develop healthy relationships and become role models for these
children.
We base our work on the following values:
Improving Life

Ethics &
Integrity

Transparency &
Accountability

•We support
our beneficiary
in their
emotional,
spiritual, and
physical
growth and
development

•We are
committed to
operate with
the highest
standards of
integrity based
on Biblical
principles.

•We promote
transparency,
accountability
and integrity at
all levels of our
activities in
relation to our
employees,
volunteers,
beneficiaries,
partners, and
state.
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Team work
•We value all
members of
our diverse
family for their
individual
contribution.
We
acknowledge
the
responsibility
of every single
person and
support the
growth of
people both
personally and
professionally.

Professional &
Dedication

Partners &
Cooperation

• We put forth
our personal
and
professional
best, providing
the highest
quality or care
of which we
are capable.

•We recognize
the importance
of cooperation
and value the
partnerships
we have built.
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STRATEGIC PLAN
2016 was the second year of our 2015-2020 policy period. The core strategic objectives for 2016:
-

Receive accreditation of Bethania as a provider of social services, according to legislation

The process of certification of our social services started end of 2016, when as an organization, we sent an
official letter to the Committee of Accreditation. The accreditation itself is not done per organization, but
for each social service that it provides. In 2016 we started the process of accrediting the Child Day Care
Center in Bulboaca and the Christian Community Center in Tintareni. At the beginning of 2017, a
Commission of Experts is going to visit both projects and evaluate the quality of the services we provide
through these two projects. The results will be made known by March of 2017.
-

Purchase a vehicle for 21 places for the needs of the projects by 2017

The need for a minibus is great, especially for the Elderly projects. It is difficult for the elderly to make long
trips with the transportation we have at the moment. One of our plans was to find ways and purchase a
minibus that will be used for Elderly Care as well as for other needs of Bethania.
In September we were nicely surprised to receive a kind donation through Hart voor Moldavie. A
Volkswagen minibus in an excellent condition was brought to us by Herrit Zwagerman who offered to drive
from the Netherlands to Moldova. Since then, this minibus has been used at its fullest capacities: every
Friday we shop for CCC and Elderly Care needs, transported the elderly to the hospital for checkups and
treatments over ten times, two groups of children were taken to the museum to Chisinau, etc.
Meanwhile we managed to fulfill the following planned objectives by projects:
- We increased the number of beneficiaries in the Child Day Care Project Bulboaca from 15 to 22.
- Increased the number of teenagers enrolled in the Teenagers’ Club to 44.
- Organized camp programs according to the age and interests of the participants.
- Increased the number of beneficiaries from the Elderly Day Care Center Tintareni to 18.
- Started a homecare service for eight elderly from Tintareni.
- Increased the number of foster children to 123.
- Offered a part-time job to one of the beneficiaries of the Protection House outside of the project.

BETHANIA ORGANIZATION
BETHANIA is a public association, a self-administrated voluntary formation constituted by a group of
individuals associated to achieve a common purpose - fulfilling the needs of those unable to meet it
themselves.
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In 2016 the GENERAL ASSEMBLY, which represent the supreme body of BETHANIA, was held on April 15.
A total of 30 members participated in the meeting during which Ilie Coada, the president presented the
yearly activity and financial report for 2015.
In 2016 the we received one new member in the association and one member left. At the end of 2016 there
were 36 members.
The ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD represents the managing and executive body of the association in between
the sessions of the General Assembly. The Administrative Boards meets monthly. The Administrative
Board in 2016 was composed of 6 members.
Coada Ilie
Kohaniuuk Igor
Samocrainii Vladimir
Virlan Liuba
Zwagerman Simon
Kohaniuk Rodica

President
specialist in social problems
project manager
bookkeeper
project manager
project manager

In November 2016, Virlan Liuba finished her work at BETHANIA and resigned as member of the board. She
was substituted with Poalelunji Irina, the new bookkeeper.
The amout of BETHANIA employees maintained throughout 2016.
2015

2016
Bulboaca

2016
Tintareni

2016

New Staff

5

2

4

6

Staff leaving

7

3

3

6

Total number of staff

38

10

28

38

Part-time staff

10

1

1

2

Female staff

61%

6

18

63%

Men staff

39%

4

10

37%

Staff on maternity leave

2

0

2

2

Average age

44

54

42

45

Number of Staff by Fields:
Bulboaca

10

Tintareni

28
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Program
Human Trafficking Prevention
Child Care
Elderly Care

Staff
4*
28*
24*

*18 staff members sharing responsibilities between Elderly and Child Care(cooks, guards,
managers)

PROFESSIONAL AND STAFF DEVELOPMENT
BETHANIA encourages its employees to develop their professional and individual skills. In 2016 two
employees graduated from the Master Programs in Preschool Psycho pedagogy and Arts, another is a
second-year student in Psycho pedagogy and two more employees are High School students. A high school
degree is needed to continue the next level of education. We require our hired social workers or social
teachers to have bachelor degree in Education or Social Work. Employees who have good recommendation
and qualifications for the job, but don’t have necessary education requirement are taken on a one-year
probation period, during which they are required to study and obtain high school diploma.

STAFF EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS IN 2016

University Degree
32%

Master Degree
18%
University
Student
2%

Other
10%

Professional School
Degree
22%

High School
Student
4%

Master Program
Student
4%

High School Degree
18%
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Every Monday we put aside one hour for devotion and team building. It is a periodic time set apart to
focus on God, a moment when we hand over our plans to Him and share prayer requests. During 2016, 15
to 20 employees showed up at 8:30 a.m on Monday, continuously, to surrender their thoughts and minds to
our Lord. It is also the time when we share our successes, pass on news and congratulate our colleagues.
The inspiration we receive from God helps us run the race marked out for us with perseverance.
One of the best ways to improve the quality of
our services is to develop our employees. While
it may seem that seminars and trainings take
valuable time, in the long run, we benefit from
more competent personnel.
On February 25-26, 2016 four members of the
management team participated into a training
on Time Management and Life Quality
organized by Advanced Consulting Group.
Sam Zwagerman, Igor Kohaniuk and Vlad Smocrainii
at the Time Management Training

In May 2016, we organized a one-week training for the social teachers from Christian Community
Center and Child Day Care Center in Bulboaca. This training was lead by Elsbeth Loscher, a teacher of
Special Education from the Netherlands. The moral of our team increased by having Elsbeth share her
experience and knowledge on Positive Behavior Support for several year already.

Elsbeth Loscher and the social teachers during the Positive Behavior Support Training

During the months of February – June, our Teenagers’ Club Coordinator, Euvgheni Poalelunji successfully
concluded the education program of C License Coaching Courses given by the Moldovan Football
7
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Federation. He pursued being a qualified football coach at the end of the courses. As a result, Evgheni
organized two football teams out of the children who attend CCC and Teenagers’ Club and trained them
twice per week.
On March 7-8, 2016 the social teachers from CCC and Child Day Care Center, along with other 360 teachers
from different Moldovan institutions, participated in the National Teachers Conference organized by the
only Christian High School in Moldova.
In December, the managers took part in a Safety and Health at Work training course. The course provided
valuable information on improving and developing the safety culture in BETHANIA.

VOLUNTEERING
Bethania emphasizes the significance of volunteers in achieving meaningful activities for the association.
Volunteers allow us to expand our services and the impact in our community as well. In 2016 we worked
with local and international volunteers.
In 2016 we were able to develop the following activities due to the involvement of volunteers from the
Netherland:

Sam Zwagermand and Rodica Spinu have
been volunteers at Bethania for over 18
years. They run the daily activities of the
Shelter and Protection Home projects.
Besides that Rodica participated as a
psychologist at CCC during the last years. She
has been carrying out individual and group
counseling sessions for children.
Rodica Spinu in the midst of a narrative counseling session

In February we welcomed Alineke van Opsal, a
lon-term volunteer with a great heart for elderly
people. Alineke has over 15 years of experience
in elderly care and became a key helper in the
Elderly Care projects in Tintareni and Bulboaca.
She helped the social workers to develop and
complete the daily activities plans.

Alineke leading elderly in fitness training
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In May Elsbeth Loscher, accompanied by Harro Wichers carried out the training for the social teachers on
Positive Behavior Support.
During August 1 to 5, a group of Dutch people led by Sakia
Fokke and Mirjam Schippers organized a five-day Camp for
children from Bulboaca. Forty children aged 8 to 14 enjoyed
a time full of activities and adventures.

Summer Camp in Bulboaca

In September, the Werkgroep from
Zuilichem led by Rien Vink paved the
sidewalk in front of CCC and painted the
building.

In December Lucas Mandemakers from Werkendam led a team of woodcutters. Lucas had been dedicated
for the last years to ensure that elderly and low-income families from Tintareni get wood for winter.
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING PREVENTION
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Short History of Human Trafficking in
Moldova

feel it is crucial to educate potential victims before
their lives get destroyed.

Moldova is
primarily a
source country
for adults and
children
subjected to sex
trafficking and
forced labor.
After the collapse of the Soviet Union, the country was
hit by deep poverty. Political transition, economic
crisis and corruption made human trafficking flourish.
Instead of offering protection to the citizens, the
government often supported and protected traffickers.
Officials, policemen, judges used their power to bypass
the legislation.

The residential system was inherited from the Soviet
Union and cared for 1500 children in 67 orphanages.
The absence of family support, insuficiency of finances,
little social adaptation and minimum knowledge to
survive were some of the issues that made graduates
of orphanages and boarding schools vulnerable to
traffickers.

People from rural areas and orphan graduates are the
most vulnerable part of the society. When orphan
girsls grow out of the residential system, they become
easy victims of human trafficking.
The progress in combating human trafficking is slow.
The legislation is imperfect, the officials are usually
inactive, victicms get intimidated and stigmatized and
the traffickers often escape from punishment.
Victims are subject to trafficking in Moldova as well as
abroad. According to official data, Moldovan victims
have been indentified in more than 40 countries. Girls
aged 13-15 are increasingly victims of sex trafficking.
90% of victims report that they had experienced home
violence before being trafficked1.

Since the implementation of the reform of the
residential childcare system, the number of children in
care decreased significantly.
At the end of 2015 the residential care and special
education under Ministry of Education included 30
institutions. 1573 children were institutionalized - 21
children in a child’s home, 564 children in 8 boarding
schools for orphans and children without parental
care, 439 children in 6 special education schools and
549 children in 14 auxiliary schools2
In a report of 2014, Lumos foundation made some
general conclusions and observations concerning the
residential child care system in Moldova:
 The implementation of the reform of the
residential system of child care during 2007–2012
contributed to a significant decrease of the
number of children in boarding schools and, to a
lesser extent, reduced the number of infants and
children with complex disabilities in boarding
schools.


Most children placed in residential institutions are
between the ages of 11 and 16 years old. One in
ten children are under 7 years, a worrying fact
because institutionalization has an extremely
negative impact on early brain development.



The number of children out of residential
institutions exceeds the number of admissions by
21%. However, the annual amount of children
placed in residential care is still high, the averages
for the last five years being 1,506 children.

The trauma of being trafficked is so profound that
even though the victims are rescued, it is diffiucult for
them to recover and emotionally heal. Therefore, we



Despite the significant number of employees, the
number of specialists who work directly with

http://www.endslaverynow.org/blog/articles/history-ofsex-trafficking-in-moldova

2 Sectoral Strategy of Expenditure in Education 2017-2019,
page 10

Child sex tourism is developing quickly, as well as
forced child begging.

Residential System in Moldova
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children is subtle and does not meet their
individual needs.3

-

IL PONTE OR LONG-TERM PLACEMENT

Provide a stable and secure environment within a
family;
Provide opportunities to learn a profession
and/or gain a high educational degree.

During the ten years of activity, 65 graduates have
been impacted by Long-Term Placement Project. They
found care and guidance in over 40 families all over
the country. Some beneficiaries who come from lowincome families didn’t need a placement family.
Through this project the families received the
posibility to send their children to schools. Thus, the
relationship between parents and child strenghened
and the child was equiped to break the cicle of
poverty.

Il Ponte Project was initiated 2006 by Christian East
Mission (COM) from Switzerland. At that time,
graduates of the residential institutions were in the
most vulnerable situations and were easy victims of
human trafficking. There were few opportunities
offered by state or NGOs to the gratuates. The goal of
the project was to provide family support to female
graduates of orphanages while stugying a profession.
In 2006, the first two girls were placed in supporting
families.

Outcomes

In 2008 the project became part of BETHANIA. In
2009 the first girls graduated from professional
schools and other three new girls were placed in
families.

15

17

16

13

4

Starting with 2012, besides graduates of orphanages
we include girls and boys from disfunctional families
or poor economic conditions with aptitudes and desire
to continue their studies.

University
degree

Professional Reintegrated
schools
into biological
family

Married

Dropped out
of the project

Number Of Beneficiaries Per Year

During 2016 there were 40 beneficiaries in Long-Term
Project.

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Nr. of children

4

5

7

10

9

13

38

49

39

40

Boys
Girls
Total

8
32
40

Out of this number:
From orhanage
From vulnerable families

24
16

University/Professional School
High school student
Middle school student

18
12
6

Objectives and Outcomes
Since the beginning of the project, the following
objectives were settled:
-

Provide a bridge between past and present for
young people who grew up in orphanages;

There are two social workers involved in this project.
During the 2016 they made over 15 visits to families.
In addition to that, each of them meets directly with
the beneficiary anytime they require additional

3

Strategic Evaluation of the Child Protection System in the
RM, 2014, Lumos Foundation in coordination with ME and
MLSPF, pages 118-119
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support. The social worker monitors the beneficiary’s
case, the relationship between the beneficiary and the
family, and school improvement.
Visits to families
Visits to orphanages

2007-2016
300
250
200
150
100
50
0

15
5

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

SHORT-TERM PLACEMENT
It is demonstrated that long-term placement of
children in large orphanages is associated with
attachment disorders and developmental delays in
social, behavioral and cognitive functions. In the
beginning of 2000’s some orphanages cared for over
400 children at once and could not provide individual
care for each child. During the placements of the first
graduates of orphanages into families, we identified
that one reason for not integrating into the family life
was that the girls spent seven up to 9 years in the
orphanage. Short-Term placement is an alternative
care for children from orphanages who can no longer
be with their family.

Placements 128 234 198 260 248 246 257 183

93

94

Families

62

60

81

125 140 164 163 138 110

91

Comparing to 2015, when we were not allowed to
place children in families during Spring holidays, in
2016 we received all the approvals and were able to
take children into families during all three vacations.
Since the number of children who live in residential
care decreased due to closing down the orphanages,
the number of placements reduced also.
Out of the total number of placements 68% are boys
and 32% are girls.
Number of placements in 2016

Objectives and outcomes

50
40

Short-Term Placements is intended to provide
children from orphanages with the opportunity to:
-

20

-

28

10

Experience the environment of a healthy and
caring family;
Provide opportunities for children to become part
of a family structure;
Provide long-lasting family support over the years
by placing the child in the same family;
Promote the family care as the only care who
meets all the needs of a child.

26
18

23
16

0
Spring

Summer

Winter

Children

28

43

23

Families

18

26

16

Since the beginning of the project we aim to place the
child in the same family continuously. One of the goals
of Short-Term Placements project is to establish longlasting relationships between family members and the
child. As a consequence, some children find foster
parents and leave the orphanage. Other children, when
graduating from the orphanage are welcomed as a
family member and carred for afterwards.

Since the beginning of the project in 2008:
-

43

30

Over 1900 placements during Christmas, Easter
and Summer vacations;
Over 100 families involved;
14 foster families were established as a result of
taking children in plasement for holidays;
Over 60 children from holiday placement moved
from the orphanage into a foster family.

FOSTER CARE
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the biological and foster care. For example, the foster
children had new clothes on, while the biological
children wore old clothing. Also, we saw a difference
in the school supplies that the children had. As a
result, in 2009 we decided to support both: foster and
biological children as well.

The development and extention of foster care has been
a essential part in the process of deinstitutionalizaion
and child care reform since 2007. In Moldova there are
two main types of family-based care: APP
(Professional Parental Assistance) and CCTF (Family
Type Cildren’s Home). Another type of family
placement in Moldova is guardianship. In APP a
caregier can care for a maximu of three children. Thre
are short-term, long-term, emergency and respite care
options. CCTF is more similar to what would be
understood as a small group home. Two parents can
care for a maximum of seven children. In most cases
this is long-term type of care.

Types of Foster Care
4%
15%
23%

APP
CCTF
Guardianship

As an organization we believe that family-care is the
only environment where the child can develop at his
full capasities. The fist foster care family with Bethania
was settled in 2008.

Adoption
58%

Age of the children in foster care:

Objectives and outcomes
-

0-7 years old
8-12 years old
13-18 years old
19-23 years old

Provide parental care and supervision to children
and young people who can no longer be with their
biological family

Over 60 children found a foster family after being
previously placed in families for holidays.

14%
41%
41%
4%

89 children in foster care are attending the public
school from the villages they live in. 4 youths are
studying at professional schools and two are
University students.

Foster Care 2007-2016
140
120
100

All children were placed in foster care by the decision
of the Social Work direction or by public authorities.
The main causes of the placement:

80
60
40
20
0

Poverty
Alcohol abuse
Death of parents
Deprivation of parental rights
One or both parents in prison

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Children

18

22

24

42

52

90

94

102

117

123

Families

6

9

9

14

16

20

23

26

26

26

In 2016, through Foster Care project 123 children
were supported in 26 homes.
When analizing the situation of the families who get
into foster care, we observed that most of the families
had three and more biological children. The majority
of the families we work with are from rural area and
the most of them don’t have an official job. During our
visits, we noticed that there was a difference between

36%
22%
16%
16%
5%

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE AND
TREATMENT CAMPS
The problem of nutrition has slightly improved as the
Moldovan government increased the food budget for

14
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institutions. There are specific helath problems that
children from orphanages face: enuresis, vitamin
deficiency, lice, skin infections, developmental issues,
etc.

Total participants

Chidren from Foster Care project attended the Medical
Treatment Camp from 15.06.2016 to 02.07.2016.
What makes this period unique is that foster parents
can also rest and investigate their health here. The
majority of families can not afford to do clinical and
laboratory tests since they are limited by finances.
Also, they can not afford a vacation. The Medical
Treatment Camp offer them six days of care for their
health, as well as a time of relaxation, since there are
other adults taking care of the children during the
camp. It is also a time of fellowship with other foster
parents from the project.

Objectives and outcomes
-

-

Support foster families, short and long-term
placement families in offering high quality
medical care to foster children
Improve the health of children who suffered from
institutionalization and/or negrection.

The medical assistance is offered for children in Short
and long-termp placements, and foster care. When
children are identified with a health problem and the
family can not solve it, they can address to the
Children Central Hospital which we have collaborated
with since 2008.

Foster Care
Foster parents
Children in care
Total Participants

In 2016, three children took medical investigations,
eight stayed inpatient care at the hospital, four of them
were operated on.

As an organization, we share the responsibility to
continue to develop the skills and knowledge of the
foster parents we work with. Yearly, we organizes
seminars for parents involved in foster care, short and
long-term placements projects. Potential foster
parents are also invited. The subjects discussed during
the day are committed to support the development of
the foster parents, and to provide opportunities to
learn and share their own experience with other foster
parents.

All participants were subjected to clinical analysis and
laboratory tests. The results of the analyzis revealed
children with neuropsychiatric and neurosis
disabilities. According to the director of the Christian
Medical Center, all children who took part in the
Treatment Camps are affected by somatic diseases.
Digestive, respiratory and urinary system deseases
prevail.

On February 27, 2016 we held a seminar on
“Teenagehood: Insecurity and Disobidience”. This
seminar provided knowledge on the diffulties that
teenagers face during this period. Mihai Malancea, the
accademic dean of the University Divitia Gratiae and
the principal speaker of the day is an experienced
speaker on family issues. He used common day to day
exemples to illustate the challenges a teenager faces
during this period of life. Over seventy people
attended this seminar, and all the feedbacks we
received were positive.

79 children from Bulboaca, Popeasca and Straseni
institutions rested at the Medical Treatment Camps
during the period of June 2nd to July 20th, 2016.

Popeasca
Bulboaca
Straseni

No.
children
24
25
30

15.06.16-02.07.17
37
86
123

SEMINARS AND TRAININGS

Beginning with 2010, we organize Summer Treatment
Camps. It is a time when children combine pleasure
with the necessary. In addition to the medical
treatment that is offered individually to each child,
children participate in a fun and entertaining camp
experience. The camp takes place at the Christian
Medical Center in Cioburciu.

Institution

79

Period
02.06.16-11.06.16
02.06.16-11.06.16
11.07.16-20.07.16
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over 27 girls have been in Shelter project since its
beginning.

SHELTER
The Shelter aims to protect its beneficiaries from
human trafficking and support the girls during the
difficult transition of maturing into an independent
adult life. All Shelter beneficiaries have been
previously in the Transition House project, which was
closed in 2015. During the Transition House period
the girlsgraduated from High School. The Shelter
project was designed for girls who wanted to continue
their studies at a higher lever.

PROTECTION HOME
Objectives and outcomes
-

Two girls have been living in the Protection Home
since they moved to Tintareni in 1999. After being
helped to obtain all necessary documents they
received a monthly support from the state, which
allows them live a decent life indepentently. Still, they
need support in administrating their money. In 2016
they worked hard in the greenhouse and raised
vegetables. One part of the crop is used for their
needs; the girls can them for winter period. Another
part of the vegetables goes to children who participate
in the Summer Day Camps and for the needs of other
projects. This give the girls confidence that their work
is important and valued.

Objectives and outcomes
-

-

Provide permanent shelter and protection to girls
from a Psicho-neurological orphanage who
suffered from institutional neglect and omission in
their education

Provide a housing and a family-friendly
envrionment for weekends, holidays. We also
provide emotional support for anytime the girls
need a place of refuge or comfort.
Provide assistance when enrolling in a
professional school or university and any
emotional, material, and spiritual support the
beneficiary may need during the time of their
studies.

In 2016 there were 6 beneficiaries in the Shelter
project. The girls are University students at different
faculties. Unfotunately, one girl abandoned her studies
in February 2016. She refused to collaborate with us
afterwards, but we still keep track of her through the
other girls. Another girl finished her stay in the
project since she graduated from her studies and
found a job. She can thrive independently.

One girl is volunteering daily at the Christian
Community Center helping cleaning up. On Fridays,
she also helps with shopping food for the center. Both
girls volunteered to help with activities on June 1st.
It is a blessing for us to see them accomodated and
integrated into the life of the community.

Three girls are University students. Two of them
managed to get into the ten best students of the
school. One girl studied at the College of Construction.
All the girls are doing their best with their education
which encourages us greatly and makes us proud of
them.
During the summer holidays, each girl was encouraged
to find a job. For most of them this was their first job
experience, which not only taught them to value hard
work and diligence, but also to be committed to
getting the job done. All of them were very proud
when they earned their first paycheck. At the moment
Helping needy people with wood
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I grew up in an orphanage. After over 9 years of orphanage life I
spent three more years in the Transition House. Afterwards I
became a university student and I was welcomed to the Shelter
project.
Over the last two years, this project has become a real shelter for
me, a place of safety and refuge. The family that lives here offers
their time with patience to us. Anytime we need advise we can
approach them and be sure that they will listen carefully and offer
their support to us. My perspective on life changed, I got to know
myself better. I learned that I have a value and that my life values.
It is good that I can do my studies, but the support and help we
find here during the time of our studies is priceless. I build my
future step by step guided with wisdom and confidence that I will
be able to offer a better life for my children.
Along with the other girls from the project we visited different
beautiful places in Moldova that I was unaware of.
Shelter became my home where I feel free to express myself, where
I have rights, but also responsibilities. I feel respected even when my
behavior is not the best. I feel protected and part of a wonderful
family that substituted my own family.
I want to say thank you to everyone who contributes to the
wellness of my life. Thank you for supporting Shelter project that
gives me the opportunity to do my studies and supports me in my
efforts of becoming a personality.
With best reguards,
M., 19 years old
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ELDERLY CARE
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At present we run two Day Care Centers for Elderly, two
Meals on Wheels programs and one Home Care project.

Elderly of Moldova
The well-being of elderly in Moldova hasn’t change during
the last 25 years leaving elderly in a particularly
precarious situation. More than half of the elderly live
beyond the poverty level. The minimum amount of the
monthly pension for agriculture workers on April 1st, 2016
was of 844, 71 lei (45 Euro), while the minimum for
existence was of 1523 lei (78 Euro).

Objectives and outcomes
-

According to an assessment of existing social insurance
and assistance measures provided by German Economic
Team Moldova in cooperation with INCE in April 2016
14.6% of households with pensioners live below absolute
poverty line.

-

According to the Active Ageing Index launched by the
Demographic Research Center, active and healthy aging is
not accessible for more than 70% of the elderly aged 55
years and older. Moldova has the lowest employment rate
among people of pre-retirement age of 55-59/60-64 (49%
and 27.6%), while the EU average is 62.2% and 31.5%
respectively.
Only 1 in 10 elderly people participate actively in the social
life. In Moldova the life expectancy is almost ten years
lower compared to the EU countries. Women are observed
to be more disadvantaged and vulnerable than men
(Active Ageing Index). Another issue that indicates that the
quality of life of the elderly is very low is that according to
the Global Age Watch Index, the Republic of Moldova holds
one of the lowest positions among European countries
(77). The quality of life index in our country is 35.1 out of
100 points.

Provide quality day serices in a supportive,
comfortable and secure environment;
Maintain the elderly independence and social
interaction;
Provide hot lunches five days per week;
Provide elderly with transportation to get to hospital
and family doctors;
Provide personal care, support in doing laundry

In 2016 the Day Care Center in Tintareni supported 21
elderly and 29 elderly were delivered hot lunches daily.
The Day Care Center in Bulboaca offered assistance to 12
elderly and other 30 elderly were provided with a hot meal
daily from Monday to Friday. A total of 92 elderly received
support and care in 2016.
Monthly Pension Received by the Beneficiaries of
Tintareni DCC

5% 5%

7%

20%

0 Euro
5-25 Euro

25%

25-40 Euro
41-48 Euro
49-70 Euro

38%

71- 86 Euro

This year we included several new activities such as
culinary/baking therapy. During the session the elderly
cooked their own desert. They learned about the
importance for their body of keeping a healthy diet as well
as maintaining a positive mindset.

DAY CARE CENTERS AND MEALS ON
WHEALS
Bethania has always had an elderly ministry on our heart.
Since 2008 when the first Meals on Wheels service started
we have assisted over 100 elderly in Tintareni and 75 in
Bulboaca village. The goal of the Elderly Care has remained
the same: improve the quality of the elders’ lives without
changing their living places.
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Starting with October we included fitness. This activity is
developed by a Dutch volunteer, Alineke van Opsal that
joined our team in October. Other activities like English
lessongs, handcraftig, subject discussions etc. were carried
out weekly. Elderly from Bulboaca and Tintareni Day Care
Centers visited each other two times during the year.
The elderly from the Day Care Center in Tintareni made a
visit to another Day Care Center in Straseni, a town at
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about 60 km from Tintareni, and those from Bulboaca
visited the newly opened castle in Bubloaca, which during
the soviet times was used as wine factory. In addition to
that, elderly from both centers were helped with their
personal hygiene, a shower is at their disposal weekly,
laundry services and hairdressing.
Additionally, all beneficiaries were transported to the
district medical clinique to do their yearly check-ups. In
November the family doctor from Tintareni visited the Day
Care Center and did the electrocardiogram to all
beneficiaries, she also checked the blood pressuer and
measured the blood suger. As a result we adjusted the
menu for some of our beneficiaries who suffer from diabet.
In Septemer we received a new beneficiary who does not
have any official papers. For the 2017 we aim to obtain her
documents. Unfortunatelly, this is a challenging and long
path.
All beneficiaries from the Day Care Center in Bulboaca
reside in Bulboaca. Seven beneficiaries from the Day Care
Center in Tintareni live in a neighbouring village: four are
from Chirca, two in Cretoaia and one in Socoleni. Daily, the
driver makes an average of 80 km. Driving gets more
complecated during raining days, when it is hard to get to
the beneficiaries in time due to the mud and bad roads. In
the morning the driver pick up the elderly from their home
to the center, at noon the driver delivers the lunches to the
homebound people and in the afternoon, he takes the
beneficiaries back to their homes.

Mr. Zwagerman hanging the keys of the buss to Mr. Ilie Coada

Local as well as foreign volunteers were involved during
2016 with Elderly Care Projects. In 2016 the young people
from the local evangelical church visited elderly and
helped them with household: cleaning outside and inside
of the house. They also prepared and cut wood for the
winter for one of the blind beneficiaries of the Day Care
Center.
In December we received a team of Dutch volunteers from
Wenkerdam. They dedicated one week to cut and
distribute wood for the poorest elderly and families in
Moldova. During winter, the temperature in Moldova gets
below 20 degree and many poor people can not afford to
buy wood. With a pension of 25-50 Euro/month, they need
to take out from their pocket 300 to 400 Euro.
Food parcels and clothing are offered seasonally.

The elderly have prayed for a minibus for several years. It
was very difficult for them to travel before. In September,
all of them could see the results of their prayers when
Bethania received a minibus kindly donated through Hart
voor Moldavie. Since then, all the visits to the medical
clinic or other trips are made with this minibus.

HOME CARE
In 2016 we were blessed to start a new service for Elderly:
Home Care in Tintareni. The target group of the
beneficiareis are homebound elderly who don’t have
family memebers to care for them and have no other
possibilities to care for themselves.

Objectives and outcomes
-
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Help homebound elderly with daily living, such as
dressing, bathing, feeding, etc.
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The project started in May 2016. We selected seven
beneficiaries and hired one social worker. The social
worker visited each beneficiaries at least twice per week,
according to their needs. The yougest beneficiary is 68 and
the oldest is 89 years old.
The oldest beneficiary is visited daily since there is no
other person to feed her. Another beneficiary is partially
paralized and is helped with cleaning up inside of her
house. On Fridays she was brough to the Elderly Day Care
Center for a shower and socialization. She integrated very
well in the group of elderly.
Another beneficiary is a former teacher who is bedridden.
She lives with her son and daughter in law that are
unfortunatelly alcoholics. She is often bitten and hungry.
The social worker visits her three-four times per week.

The social worker treating the wounds of a beneficiary.

One other beneficiary has large wounds at both legs.
Before Home care project started the wounds were not
treated. During the summer time she developed worms in
the wounds. The social worker was trained by the family
doctor how to care for the wounds. She was going every
second day to this beneficiary. Also, she was taken to the
hospital where she received professional help.
Besides personal care the social worker helps these elderly
with shopping food, medicines and other supplies. She
maintains contact between the family doctor and the
elderly.
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When I was young, I never thought my old age would be like that:
no home, no documents. I was born in 1948 in Moldova. When I
was seven years old my family moved to Central Asia. There I got
married and I had my first baby. I came back to Moldova in 1997.
I worked as a cook in a restaurant. I remarried and in 2004 I took
all my documents to change the personal details and went to the
passport office. They asked $100 for their service, which I didn’t
have. I didn’t take my documents back from them, because I was
afraid they will ask money for this.
My husband died in 2004 and since I didn’t have documents the
apartment was given to his first wife. I was left in the street. For
a period I lived with my mother in law.
At present I live in one small room which belongs to my nephew. I
have only one bed and one chair. There is no electricity and it is
very cold during the winter time. Since I don’t have documents, I
don’t receive any monthly pension. I carried for a child and I was
payed € 15 per month. This was my only income.
In May 2016 I was visited by the social worker of Bethania. They
heard about my difficult living situation: I often got beaten by my
nephew, I was starving and my health was very poor. She invited
me to the Elderly Day Care Center. In the beginning I was very
suspicious, I was afraid to talk. Day by day I felt more like in a
family. I learned about God and about his love for us.
Here I learned to love people and care for others. At this moment I
care for an older bedridden neighbor. Everyday after I come home
from the center I visit her and share my food with her. I see life
differently with more respect and love. I am very grateful for this
center, for the food, shower, laundry, and all other services. When I
miss a day from coming to the center, I miss a lot.
Thank you very much to all of you who make our life better.
E., 68 years old
Beneficiary of Elderly Day Care Center
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Impact of Migration on Children

CHILD DAY CARE

Children are especially affected by the increasing
number of parental migration.

Child Day Care projects are socio-educational
projects that aim to offer emotional, educational
and material support to children from
unprivileged background and broken families,
children with alcoholic parents, children with one
or both parents working abroad, children at risk
of dropping out the school, etc.

According to the Center for Demographic
Research, every fifth family with children had at
least one family member working abroad during
2006-2012. In rural area, every fourth family with
children had one adult working abroad. About 1/3
or children with migrant parents had both parents
working abroad. In 2012, according to the data of
Ministry of Labor, Family and Social Protection
(MLFSP) from the total number of children with
migrant parents, each second child’s father
worked abroad and each third child has the
mother working abroad.
As reported by the Ministry of Education in 2016
the number of students diminished with 122 380
students comparing to 2007. As a result 204
public schools closed. The number of teachers
reduced by 21%. At the beginning of 2015-2016
school year there were 2% fewer students
included into primary and secondary education
comparing to the previous school year. In 2015
the number of graduates of secondary school
students diminished by 5% comparing to 2014. In
the same time the number of high school
graduates diminished by 15 % comparing to the
previous year.
The Center for Demographic Research states also
that the absence of one or both parents affects the
emotional and moral values of children:






We endeavor to respond to the needs that most of
children from disadvantaged background in our
country are facing.
BETHANIA runs two day-care projects for
children and teenagers: Christian Community
Center in Tintareni and Child Day Care Project in
Bulboaca. Although the projects are located in
different villages, the primary goals and objectives
are the same.

Objectives and outcomes
-

-

-

A safe and supportive environment for the
afterschool period to children from a troubled
background.
Educational support to improve academic
achievements, school attendance, and reduce
disciplinary problems.
Healthy nutrition.
Holistic support: emotional, psychological,
therapeutic, and material support to children
according to their individual needs.

In 2016 there were 130 pupils enrolled at the
Primary School in Tintareni. Out of this number 53
children benefited of CCC services.

The number of children between 10-19
years old who consume alcohol increased
twice comparing to 2003.
The number of teenage pregnancies
increased.
School absenteeism is explained by lack of
parental control;
1/3 of the children committing crimes are
children who have one or both parents
abroad.

24

ANNUAL ACTIVITY REPORT 2016
The total number of children enrolled in Bulboaca
Primary school was of 180, out of which 22
received support at the Child Day Care project.
The main focus in 2016 was to address the needs
of each child in a holistic and individual way.
Both CCC and Child Day Care in Bulboaca projects
gave the opportunity to children to receive a
healthy and nutritious lunch, work on homework
and enjoy recreational activities. In addition to
that, children were engaged into counseling and
individual discussions conducted by the
psychologist.
The majority of beneficiaries of both projects have
problems with reading. To help children to
overcome the reading challenge and promote
reading among children the teachers of CCC
introduced a new activity: the reading hour. Thus,
we put aside 45 minutes weekly in the course of
which every child was engaged in reading an
interesting book in a comfortable atmosphere
with a cup of cacao and relaxing music.

football coaching for young children after
attending a three-month certified program. In fact,
he is the second certified football coach for young
players in our district. He organized two football
teams who were trained twice per week. In
October we organized the first Football Cup of the
Center for boys and a Volleyball Cup for girls.

During one training session

Ecological Days became already a custom. Twice
per year in spring and autumn children along with
their teachers choose a place in the village that
they want to clean and care for. This activity gives
us time to discuss about God, creation, nature and
the important role that people have in caring for
the environment.

Second graders enjoy reading

Even if in the beginning the children were very
reticent and they thought this was a kind of new
“punishment”, in a while they started to enjoy
very much this activity. As a consequence, their
reading and comprehensive skills improved and
they understood that reading can be fun.
Sport activities and outdoor games were
organized periodically. The Teenagers’ Club
coordinator from CCC was certified this year in

Caring for our Environment

As an organization we understand that to better
help children it is important to partner with
children’s parents. Our teachers are trained to
maintain contact with the parents during the year.
We encourage them to call parents and share with
them good news and each success their child
achieves. Parents are welcomed to visit whenever
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they want. They are also invited to the center for
face to face discussions whenever needed. Besides
that, this year we managed to organize two main
activities for parents: one for Men’s Day and the
other one for Mothers’ Day. Both activities were
attended by over 30 parents, which is an exellent
indicator. The majority of parents are full of
gratitude for the support they receive. For some of
them this is the only support they receive.

In addition to that children and their families were
supported with clothing, food parcels and school
supplies on their needs and according to our
possibilities.

A mother of two children from Bulboaca
receiving clothing for her family.
Fathers during the Men’s Day Meeting

Both projects aim to address the core needs of a
child. Besides, education and recreation, nutrition
and hygiene are equally important.

Ten families from Tintareni and Bulboaca were
helped with wood for the winter. Over 40 families
from both villages received food parcels for Easter
and Christmas.

TEENAGERS’ CLUB

A group of children from Bulboaca enjoying lunch

The majority of children don’t have breakfast at
home. They take a small breakfast at the public
school and for many children the lunch they take
at the center is their last meal for that day.
Therefore, we put a big accent on giving nutritious
food to all children who participate in the project.
Seven children were helped with personal
hygiene. They could take a shower and do their
laundry at the center.

The total number of teenagers who participated in
the Teenagers’ Club during 2016 was of 44. The
activities are run by a coordinator and an
assistant. The teenagers are divided into three
groups. Each group meets twice per week. On
Saturdays we have a meeting for every teenager
who wants to attend it. Thus, the Teenagers’ Club
is open from Monday to Saturday.
The daily activities consist of: discussion of a
topic, snack, table games, outdoor games, etc.
Here are some of the topics that we discussed
during their meetings: who am I, what are the
plans of God for me, what profession should I
chose, the danger of drugs and alcohol, etc. The
risks of human trafficking or how does modern
slavery looks like was another big topic that was
addressed.
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English and baking classes for interested
teenagers had the role in equipping better and
developing the teenagers’ life skills.

CHILDREN’S DAY CELEBRATION

During a Teenagers’ Club meeting

Volunteering activities for teenagers are planned
to develop the character and teach them to offer
support to other people who need help. For
example, one group of teenagers went to an
elderly and helped him with cleaning the yard in
front of his house, as well as in the street. Another
group of teenagers helped with cleaning up the
territory of CCC.

On June 1st, 2016 over 300 children celebrated the
Children’s Day at CCC. This is the day when we
open our doors for every child and parent who
wants to visit us. It has always been a great
pleasure and blessing to see that year after year
children come and enjoy the program we prepare
specially for them.
Usually Children’s Day celebrations are organized
in cities and often children from villages don’t
even know that there is such a day. Over the last
15 years Bethania has invited parents to put this
particular day aside for children and let children
have a special day only for them.

Teenagers’ group
during their visit to a blind person.
Marcellino Show

Teenagers also organized two meetings for
teenagers and young people from other villagers.
During these meetings they were more than
participants, they participated into the
preparation process of the meetings and they
played the host role who welcomed and
accommodated the guests. Over 40 participants
came to both meetings.

The staff alongside with about ten volunteers from
the Teenagers’ Club and youth from the church,
prepared an interactional program composed of
games and competitions. It is a day when every
volunteer finds a thing to do and help with.
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from Tintareni and surrounding villages. The age
difference makes difficult to perform some of the
activities. In 2016 we organized the camps taking
in consideration the age of children. Thus the first
two camps were intended for children aged 8 to
11. The third camp focused on young teenagers of
12-14. The fourth camp was organized for
teenagers and young people ranging from 15 yearold and up.

A game with balloons

The first two camps lasted ten days each. They
started on June 13 and continued until July 8.

The youngest played different games with the
parachute, others painted an outside wall with
butterflies and flowers. Some other children made
a beautiful bucket of flowers for their mothers out
of paper.

Fun outdoor games

Children painting butterflies on a wall.

At the end of the day the children received an
apple and a sweet corn packet. It is to be
mentioned that it is for the first time when the
representatives from the mayor office offered to
buy the sweet corn for the children.

SUMMER DAY CAMPS
In 2016 we changed the way the camps used to be
organized. Our camps target children aged 8 to 14

One hundred children participated in the first two
camps. During the camp, children got familiarized
with the teaching of Jesus and found out ways to
apply His teaching in their lives. In addition to
this, children participated into various sport
competitions and outdoor games. They also were
able to make different crafts that they took home
at the end of the day.
At the end of the camp, we prepared a wonderful
program for the parents that ended with
fireworks. The children, as well as the parents,
were very satisfied at the end of the camp. One
parent told us that they heard about our camps
from some relatives. Even if they are not from
Tintareni, they found a place for their child to stay
during the camp. Every evening the child called
his parents and shared with them in detail
everything they did at the camp. They came to
assist at the evening program that the children
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prepared for the parents in the last day at the
camp and got impressed by the enthusiasm and
joy the children and camp staff and volunteers
shared.

The next camp was designed for young teenagers
of 12 to 14 years old. The camp lasted five days.
The program was divided into two parts. The
teens spent their first three days at CCC where
they took part into activities prepared specially
for their age: Bible study in the morning, sport,
handcrafting, competitions and much fun.
The last two days the teenagers were taken to the
forest. They learned to fish, prepare food on fire,
and explored the nature.

age. Besides that, the entire camp program was
based in the forest. This was a new challenge, a
new experience. 25 teenagers enrolled into this
camp.

Group games

The leaders and in partnership with the local
Baptist Church prepared diverse adventures that
teens had to go through. One day, for example, the
participants had to pass various obstacles and
gain food for their team. Such activities pushed
them to work together, use their imagination, take
responsibility for each other and fight for a
common goal. Definitely, we want to continue this
experience in 2017 too.

The group of teenagers and the staff
Teenagers during the morning session

The teenagers left the camp with unforgettable
memories.

DAY CAMPS IN BULBOACA

The last week of camps was dedicated to
teenagers from 15 years old and up. Our team has
never before prepared a camp program for this

Unfortunately, the requirements do not allow us
to have a full-day camp in Bulboaca.
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In 2016, we organized two five-hour day camps.
Each camp lasted five days. The first camp was
held from July 25 to 29 and was organized by the
local staff and volunteers. Five volunteers were
involved in preparing the program and carrying
out the daily activities.

A total of 80 children took part in both camps.

Children performing for their parents

We definitely want to continue this wonderful
experience in the years to come.

Our camp program involved a lot of music, Bible
lesson, crafting, sport and outdoor games. The
camp ended with an evening program that
children and staff prepare for the parents.

The group of children from the first camp

The second camp took place from 1st to 5th August
and was led by a Dutch team. The children, as well
as the Dutch team had a week of fun full of
activities.
Children learned that God is our King and that we
are members of a royal family. Besides that,
children experienced intercultural relationships
and made new friends.
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Life story

I am 10 years old and I am in the third grade. My family is big: my mother,
my stepfather, a sister and three brothers. My mother is the only one who
works. She is a cleaning lady and works several hours per day in a small shop.
My stepfather doesn’t like to work. He often leaves us in the care of our
mother for three and even more days. He spends his time drinking alcohol
with his friends. He is violent and often beats our mother. During this time
we usually run away in the garden or in the street. Good people bring food
and clothes for us all. My biggest wish is to have our own house. My father
died five years ago and my grandmother chased us away from our apartment.
She told my mother to send our youngest step brother to the orphanage and
kick away my stepfather. How can a mother send away her own child? She is
our mother and she cannot do that. That’s why my family doesn’t have a
warm and clean house. We often change from place to place. In the
wintertime we heat the house with cardboards that my mother brings from
her working place.
In the afternoon I go to the Child Day Care Center in Bulboaca. I feel very
well there. I prepare my homework, I eat tasty food and discuss about God. I
pray for my family and play with my friends. I learned that God loves me.
Unfortunately, my brothers don’t come to the center, but I share with them
everything I learn here.
I want to say thank you to those people with big hearts who made this
center for us. Here I feel happy. May God bless you for your work and
kindness.
A.P.
10 years old
Beneficiary of Child Day Care Center
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FINANCIAL REPORT
Though the generous support of our partners, BETHANIA has implemented all the projects in 2016.
Each partner received quarterly, half-yearly and yearly financial reports, according to the
agreement we have settled.
In 2016 we received a total of donations of €335,329 and $ 2000.

DONATIONS 2016

Total donations received and used,
EUR
Total donations received and used,
USD

Balance at
January 1,
2016

Donations
received

Donations
used

Balance at
December
31, 2016

49,157

335,329

314,751

69,735

2,000

1,216

784

Expenditures per program
Support for
vulnerable families
0.5%

Development
2.3%

Child Day Care
28.8%

Human Trafficking
Prevention
51.4%
Elderly Care
17.0%
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Thank you for your trust and confidence!
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