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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Love to the neighbor is a manifestation of sincere love for God. 

Only obedience to the Lord's command "to love your neighbor as 

yourself" can lead you to a sincere and responsible social 

involvement. That should be the motivation that pushes us, like 

the Bethany team, into what we do. 

We were able to reach the hearts and lives of the needy people 

this year, only under the blessing of God and with the help of our 

friends. The statistic can be found in this report, but beyond the 

data, we really want to be happy with those who have been 

helped, in time and hopefully, effectively. 

Although we also had certain challenges and changes in activity, 

we remained firm in the dedication to fulfill God's will. 

We have three teams that form and determine our involvement. 

Beneficiaries as core partners in service. They determine the 

direction and methods of Bethany's social involvement. The team 

of our servants, our employees and our volunteers determine the 

depth and quality of our services. Our partners from other 

countries are the strength and magnitude of the impact we can 

have in society. 

What God is preparing for the future we can only assume, to some 

extent we can prepare for certain possible challenges, but one 

thing we are sure of for a hundred percents, the Father of orphans 

and widows continues to manifest His love for vulnerable groups 

of our society . We still want to be part of this great and important 

work, we want to work with our Father. 

 

 

Igor Kohaniuk  

President of Bethania 

  



 

 

BETHANIA FOCUS AREAS:  

 

  

CHILD DAY CARE

•Christian Community Center

•Afterschool Program

•Teenagers' Club

•Children's Day Celebration

•Summer Day Camps

•Child Day Care Center in Bulboaca

ELDERLY CARE

•Elderly Day Care Centers

•Meals on Wheels

•Homecare

HUMAN TRAFFICKING PREVENTION

•Long-Term Placements

•Short-Term Placements

•Foster Care

•Treatment Camps

•Shelter

•Protection Home



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILD DAY CARE  

CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CENTER 

CC continued to develop and offer cost free extra-curricular 

activities for children aged 7 to 13.  The number of 

participants has risen to 56, with more than 45 participants 

attending on a daily basis.  The main beneficiaries are children 

from low-income background.  

 

*same children may be included in one or more positions 

The program operated daily during the school year from 12 pm 

to 5 pm and included the following components:  

 Nutritional lunch 

 Homework and academic assistance 

 Bible lessons 

 Enrichment and creativity activities 

 Counseling and musical therapy 

 Personal hygiene  

At the beginning of the school year in September, each social 

teacher developed an individualized plan of activities for children 

in their group. This plan includes the objectives that the social 

teacher wants to achieve with every child and the ways to help 

him succeed.  Homework help was offered to each participant, 

remedial academic assistance, reading hour to promote reading 

among children, psychological assistance individual and group 

sessions were provided to children who needed it. Music therapy 

on reducing aggression and improving self-esteem in children 

who attend CCC was part of the program from October to 

December 2017. Meetings for the parents on Fathers’ and on 

Mothers’ Day were organized this year. Besides fellowship, 

parents were led in discussions on raising children 

22

7

24

24

children who went through a divorce

one or both parents abroad

unemployed one or both parents

children living with mother  only 

BACKGROUND OF CHILDREN *

C 
 

“This center is part 

of my life. Here I 

learn things that 

I’ve not heard of, 

nor have I ever 

learned them 

elsewhere. Here I 

play, sing, dance, 

and learn new 

activities. Most of 

all I like reading 

during my free 

time.” 

Ion, 4
th

 grader 



 

 

“I like to come to the 
center because here I eat 

good food.” 

Ion 2
nd

 grader 

“Here I am helped to do 
my homework. If I didn’t 

come to the center, I 

would make a lot of 

mistakes in my 

homework.” 

Mihai, 2
nd

 grader 

from God’s perspective. Children prepared 

songs, poems and gifts as dedication to their 

parents. At the end of the meetings parents 

were full of enthusiasm and gratitude. 

Individual parent-teacher meetings were 

organized periodically during which the parents 

had the chance to discuss how the child has 

settled in and consider next steps to be taken.   

Special activities 

for Christmas, 

Easter, sport 

competition, 

birthday 

celebrations, table 

games, handcrafts 

and other activities 

were provided to enrich and empower our 

children. Lunch was offered daily to maintain 

and develop good health and good nutrition 

habits. 

 

Since September 2017, we introduced two 

practical skills module for children. The first 

graders learned good manners at the table: 

how to sit at the table, how to serve food, how 

to use napkins, etc.    

The other groups of children learned to make a 

salad, to bake a cake, to make fruit salad, etc.  

The other activity was hair care and hygiene. 

Children learned how and why to wash their 

hair, the girls learned how to comb and bind 

their hair.  

In February the 

social teachers 

participated into 

a seminar 

organized by 

Mission 

Association for 

Child Education 

and in May they 

participated into 

the National 

Conference for Teachers organized by the only 

Christian lyceum in Moldova “Elimul Nou”. 

Weekly the staff meets for planning and 

facilitating working sessions during which they 

plan their activities, discuss topics on various 

issues to better achieve the objectives. 

  

In January, CCC was evaluated by the National 

Council for the Accreditation of Social Service 

Providers.  At the end of a long process of 

debates and assessing how our services meet 

the minimum standards, we received a one-

year accreditation. This process raised many 

questions to us. Unfortunately, the legislation 

doesn’t provide a framework regulation for day 

Learning to make a vegetable salad 

Training session for CCC staff 
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“Here I feel understood 
and accepted. I spend 

time with my friends and 

engage in interesting 

activities.” 

Lena, 7
th

 grader 

care centers like CCC. If we continue with the 

accreditation, it would narrow very much our 

activities. It is the same with the Day Care 

Center in Bulboaca. Thus, we decided to study 

the legislation and take a final decision in 2018.  

 

TEENAGERS’ CLUB 

In 2017 the Teenagers’ Club was opened to 36 

teens between the ages of 13 and 16 who were 

looking for a place to go afterschool to spend 

time with friends, meet new people, take 

advantage of opportunities to build their 

character and prepare for the future.  

The teenagers in our community face many 

challenges, including 

poverty, violence, lack 

of access to 

educational 

enrichment 

opportunities, 

addictions, 

substantial abuse, 

and lack of parental 

care. The Teenagers’ 
Club strived to 

combat these challenges by offering a safe and 

a supportive place with caring adults who 

empowered them and helped them build skills 

and confidence to pursue their goals.  

 

The main objectives of the program were 

socialization, teamwork, and promotion of 

healthy values. Each activity that teens are 

involved in is based on Biblical principles. 

Weekly teenagers were led into discussion on 

subjects like: healthy family relationships, the 

generation gap, healthy lifestyle, how to survive 

being bullied, personal identity, success, etc.  

The girls had the possibility to improve their 

baking skills and learn to make cakes during the 

practical baking classes. The boys had the 

possibility to learn that helping seniors is a very 

fulfilling and enriching activity. During the 

winter time they helped elderly with cutting 

woods, during the spring they cleaned the 

gardens.    

 

Ecological days offer teenagers special 

connection with the community environment’s 
needs and the opportunity to serve it and 

promote correct attitude towards ecology.  

End of May we organized a special graduation 

party for the eighth graders. It was a special 

meeting where all teenagers celebrated their 

growth and maturity. Since September they 

participate into the youth meetings that are 

held each Saturday at CCC.  

Also in May we organized the first Football cup 

of Bethania.  This event gathered over 40 

teenagers from five different villages.  
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Since September five teenagers got involved as 

volunteers with the first and second grade 

groups of children who attend CCC.  They 

assisted the children with doing homework.  

Research on teenagers “who join youth groups 
and other clubs are happier and less likely to 

drink… more socially able and likely to be 
physically active. The findings show that they 

were a fifth less likely to smoke and to even 

have drunk than other teenagers their age.” 1 

 

CHILDREN’S DAY CELEBRATION 

Bethania has over 20 years of experience in 

organizing a special event on June 1
st

 dedicated 

specially to celebrating the international 

Children’s Day.  The year 2017 was not an 
exception and that day we celebrated childhood 

with more than 250 children of different ages. 

Many of them were accompanied by adults.  

 A group of professional clowns were invited to 

entertain the children.  This group of clowns 

was invited for the second year consecutively to 

our celebration.  

                                                           
1
 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/health/news/68106

51/Teenagers-who-join-youth-groups-and-other-clubs-

are-happier-and-less-likely-to-drink.html 

After the clowns’ program, children engaged 

into various interactional activities designed for 

different ages.  

Thus, the youngest played with the parachute; 

the older children played outdoor games. 

Children who like handcrafting were invited to 

make a sparkle galaxy in a jar diy project.  Other 

children learned a new painting technique: 

graftage. The oldest boys were divided in teams 

and played mini football.  

The organizing team consisted of the social 

teachers and teenagers’ club workers. It was a 

blessing to be assisted and work side by side 

with the teenagers and young people who 

during the year benefited from the activities of 

CCC and Teenagers’ Club.  

 

 



 

 

“My daughter came daily 
enthusiastic and excited. 

The staff was caring and  

Victor, 3rd grader 

SUMMER DAY CAMPS  

Although every year camps are different, when 

talking with parents and children we came up 

with some benefits that our summer day camps 

bring. First of all summer camps provide a safe 

environment where children have fun, learn 

new skills, and build healthy relationships. 

Children also develop a variety of social skills: 

they learn to 

communicate 

with each other, 

to solve conflicts 

in a positive way. 

The camp leaders 

are good role 

models and 

parents can be 

confident that their children are in good hands. 

All of our camps are based on Bible principles 

and offer the perfect opportunity for children to 

know more about God.  Daily children hear 

Bible lessons and sing praises to God. 

Unfortunately, for many of them this is short-

lived because their homes are a far less spiritual 

environment.  

In 2017 we organized two 10-day camps of 

children aged 8 to 11.  The day camps provided 

all the expected activities of a “traditional” 
overnight camp, but allowed parents daily 

interaction with their children. A total of 100 

children participated into both camps. The staff 

was assisted by volunteers, students of UDG 

and young people from Tintareni.  

Each year the camp has a different theme. This 

summer children discussed about different 

character traits and their opposites from the 

Bible perspective. Thus, children learned about 

faith, courage, self-control, responsibility, as 

well as angriness, laziness, fright, unhappiness.  

Each day started at 9 am with energizing 

gymnastic exercises.   

 

Children received two complete meals and a 

snack daily.  

 

All activities took place at CCC and were led by 

caring staff. Campers had a wide amount of 

choice right here. Sport competitions, outdoor 

and indoor games, group meetings, 

handcrafting and painting activities were part of 

each day.  

The third camp was designed for teenagers of 

12-14 years old. This was a five-day camp that 

was attended mostly by teenagers who during 

the year participated into the Teenagers’ Club. 
All activities were adjusted to the age and 

needs of this age. The main theme of the camp 

was: How can I be happy in my family? The 

subjects discussed were: the role of parents in a 
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teen life, my role and responsibilities as a teen, 

whom should I marry, etc.  

Teenagers were involved much in group 

discussions, during which they had the 

possibility to express their thoughts about the 

main subject of the day, draw conclusions and 

take decisions for their future.  

The sport activities were very engaging. 

Handcrafting, table games, painting were part 

of the day program.  

 

Teenagers spent their last day of the camp in 

the forest. The ending activity was the show of 

talents. Every camper performed a number 

during which he/ she demonstrated his talent.  

 

The last camp was organized in partnership with 

the local Evangelical Baptist Church and focused 

on young people over 18 years old. The entire 

program took place in a forest at 60 km from 

Tintareni. A total of 25 young people from 

Tintareni, Bulboaca and Puhoi (neighboring 

villages) participated in this camp.  

During each camp we strove to make each 

camper feel valued and happy, as well as offer a 

safe and supportive atmosphere.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



 

 

VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE: FOOD WITH LOVE  

 

This winter I distributed food packages 

for Bethania in Tintareni, Bulboaca, 

Chirca and Cretoaia villages. A very 

special experience. 

 More than 12 years ago I came into 

contact with Bethania for the first time. I 

went to Tintareni with my partner and 

students from the painting school who 

were working on their graduation 

project. Later I went back three times to 

help organize a children's camp. I did this 

together with my family and young 

people from our network and the church. 

 This year I experienced Moldova for the 

first time in winter. Making and handing 

out food packages became my mission. With employees from Bethania we bought food in the 

supermarket in Chisinau, which we divided over various bags. These are mostly basic food 

products such as rice, macaroni, buckwheat and flour, but also some more luxurious products 

such as tea, biscuits and soap. After the bags had been loaded into the bus, we went on our way 

to hand out the food packages. 

 

There are lists of addresses where we have to hand out a bag. During the distribution p, it 

appears to me that these addresses are carefully selected from the large number of families 

living in bitter poverty in the four villages where we come. The food package also appears to be 

much more than a supplement to the small amount of food in the household. By visiting these 

people new contacts are made as a result and existing contacts are maintained. In this way the 

employees of Bethania have some contact with the receiver of the food packages and are able 

to inquire about the health and the situation of the families involved 

 

What poverty and poignant stories lie behind the doors of houses we visit. Many of the houses 

appear to us as not more than a poorly maintained shed. I meet young women in their early 

twenties who have the responsibility for 4 children. With odd jobs they try to scrape an income 

together.  By handing out food packages, the employees of Bethania make the mothers feel that 

they are being noticed and that they sympathize with them and their children. The employees of 

Bethania show what charity is and the mothers learn that they can turn to the foundation 

Bethania for help.  

 

Lize Kraaijeveld, the Netherlands



 

 

 CHILD DAY CARE CENTER IN BULBOACA 

 

he target group of beneficiaries were children aged between 7 

to 12 years old from social vulnerable families from in 

Bulboaca. The total capacity of the center was 20 places. In 2017 

we had one child from 1
st

 grade, seven children from 2
nd

 grade, 

four children from 3
rd

 grade,   and eight children from 4
th

 grade.  

Girls 12 

Boys 8 

 

 
*same children may be included in one or more positions 

Even if officially we may receive only 20 children, every day we had 

two or three children more. These are younger brothers and 

sisters of our beneficiaries who come only for lunch. Lunch was 

served daily to children. The majority of children who attend the 

center experience food insecurity and this affects their physical, as 

well as their social-emotional skills. For some of them the food 

received at the center is the only hot meal for that day. Thus, the 

fact that we served the children lunch at the center improves their 

health and also makes a difference in their individual performance. 

Homework assistance is a very important part of the program. 

About 12 children needed individual assistance.  After children 

completed their homework the social teacher allowed them to 

move on to another activity, such as table games or outdoor 

games.  

 

Every Friday children participated into Bible lessons where they 

learned healthy principles for their life. The Bible stories 

encourage them to get to know God better and look for Christ in 

trials. 

10

4

3

3

3

2

5

Low income families

Alcoholic parents

Neglected or abused

No extended family

Low school performance

Single parent/divorced

Large families

BACKGROUND OF CHILDREN *

T 
 

“My mother often 
drinks alcohol and 

invites strangers 

into our home. 

They make a lot 

of noise, 

sometimes I 

cannot sleep 

during the night. 

That’s why I often 
have headaches 

and I sleep during 

the school time.  

I like to come to 

the center. If 

possible, I would 

like to live here 

because I don’t 
want to see my 

mother drunk.”  

Dana, 2
nd

 grader 



 

 

“Here I play; I eat delicious 

food and I do my 

homework. Thank you to 

all people who help me 

and make my life 

interesting.” 

Lena, 1
st

 grader 

During handcraft activities, children made 

various crafts using such techniques as quilling, 

origami, fingerprint, collage, etc. Usually, they 

took them home, but often they would offer 

their works to the guests who visited the 

center.  

Other activities like sport, outdoor 

competitions, contests, excursions, birthday 

celebration, and table games were performed 

to   help the child develop and improve their 

social and 

personal skills.  

Periodically, 

parents were 

contacted for 

individual sessions 

where they were 

informed of the 

child’s situation, 
were encouraged 

and guided in 

sensitive issued. In 

2017 we organized two parental meetings one 

at the beginning of the school  year during 

which parents were informed about the 

regulations of the center and another one in 

December, when children presented a 

Christmas program for them.  

Regular training was organized for the staff to 

improve their professional skills and improve 

the quality of the assistance the children 

receive. Teachers also participated into two 

trainings organized by the Mission Association 

for Child Education in February and October and 

into the National Conference for Teachers in 

May. One teacher is student at the University 

Divitia Gratiae at the Master in Social Work 

program.  

SUMMER DAY CAMPS 

 

It was the second summer that we were able to 

organize day camps for children in Bulboaca. 

During the summer of 2017, we run two five-

day camps for children from 8 to 14 years old. 

The first camp was held in July 17-21 and was 

attended by 38 children. The second camp took 

place in the week of July 24-28 and hosted 31 

children.  

The program started at 9 am and lasted till 1 pm 

every day from Monday to Friday. 

Unfortunately, the infrastructure does not allow 

us to have a full day camp.  

During the camps the children were invited into 

an imaginary trip during which they learned 

about creation, Noah, Moses, birth of Jesus, and 

resurrection. At the end of the camp, each child 

received a New Testament. 

Other activities like sports, competitions, 

handcrafting, table games and outdoor games 

were part of the daily program.  

The last camp was organized in the first week of 

August in partnership with the local Evangelical 

Baptist church and the Baptist Church from 

Harderwijk, the Netherlands. This camp gave 

the opportunity to another 40 other children 

from Bulboaca to learn new things and grow as 

humans. The intercultural experience in unique 

and helps children to acquire cultural 

knowledge and cultivate intercultural attitudes. 

As a result, these children will keep 

unforgettable memories for their entire life. 

 

 



 

 

 ELDERLY CARE 

ELDERLY DAY CARE CENTERS AND MEALS ON 

WHEELS 

ETHANIA runs two Day Care Centers for elderly located one 

in Tintareni and one in Bulboaca. In Tintareni the average 

daily occupancy (in relation to capacity) in 2017 was 17 

attendees, in Bulboaca – 11. Consequently, in 2017 the total 

number of beneficiaries in Tintareni was 20 and in Bulboaca - 11.  

Meals on Wheels is part of the elderly care program and offers 

free nutritious hot lunches five days per week from Monday to 

Friday to 31 elderly in Bulboaca and 31 in Tintareni.  

In socio-demographic terms, the elderly attending day care centers 

are:  

    

In terms of functioning,  

 

 

The Day Care centers provided the elderly with a structured 

program of services:  

27
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B 
“I live alone. My 
husband died and 

my children rarely 

visit me.  

Two years ago I was 

asked if I would 

agree to have 

someone caring for 

my daily needs. My 

life has changed 

since then. What 

does an elder need 

more than someone 

who comes and 

cleans your house, 

brings food, does 

your laundry, and 

moreover talks to 

you. I feel happier, 

stronger and with a 

strong desire to live 

up to 100 years. May 

God bless you with 

health and reward 

you.” 

Dina, 88 years old 



 

 

“I receive an average 

monthly pension of 30 

Euro. Without your help I 

would not be able to make 

ends meet. Thank you 

very much.” 

Dina, 74 years old 

 Meals 

The centers provided breakfast and lunch to all 

elderly who attended the centers: 11 

beneficiaries in Bulboaca and 20 in Tintareni.   

Lunch was provided to the Meals on Wheels 

beneficiaries: 31 beneficiaries in Bulboaca and 

33 people in Tintareni.   

 Transportation 

Transportation 

was offered to 

both day care 

centers. The 

beneficiaries are 

driven to the 

centers and back 

home, they are 

supported with 

transportation to 

go to the hospital 

periodically.    

 Bathing  

The majority of the elderly who attend the 

centers don’t have a bathroom. It makes it very 
difficult for them to care for their body’s 
hygiene. Both centers offered bathing service. 

All beneficiaries used the service at least once 

per week.  

 Hairdressing 

Hairdressing was offered to elderly who 

attended the day care centers. They were very 

interested in this service. Once per month each 

elderly could get his haircut.  

 Laundry Service 

Few elderly have a washing machine. This 

makes washing clothes a challenge every time. 

Each center offered laundry service to all 

elderly included in day care program.   

 Leisure activities 

The centers offer a variety of activities focused 

on socialization and leisure. The weekly 

schedule includes such activities like: gym, 

crafts, table games, thematic discussions, Bible 

discussions, current events, TV watching. The 

elderly also celebrated their birthdays and 

anniversaries; engaged in thematic parties, trips 

and excursions. They also participated with 

enthusiasm in Christmas and Easter celebration, 

women and men’s day. 

 

The beneficiaries of both centers visited each 

other twice.   

 

Elderly, also, were provided with a leisurely 

walk in a park in Chisinau, a visit to an old 

monastery and a trip to the forest during which 

elderly picked up herbs for the winter tea. 
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“I am so happy that there 
are still people who think 

of me. My life has 

changed. I praise God for 

His care and for you, our 

angels.” 

Tamara, 80 years old 

Specific guests were invited periodically such as 

the family doctor, pastors, lectures from UDG, 

and other staff members who talked on various 

issues of most interest to elderly.  

Elderly perceived the daycare as an important 

service and were very satisfied with it. They 

participate in the center for company and the 

activities.  

 

Both projects received groups of Dutch 

volunteers who cut and distributed wood for 

the poorest elderly and families from these 

localities. Food parcels and clothing were 

offered periodically during the year.  

 

HOME CARE 

The main goal of Homecare project was to help 

homebound elderly with their daily living, such 

as dressing, bathing, feeding, etc.  

In 2017 we had 10 beneficiaries. In September 

we hired a second social worker with the aim of 

increasing the number of beneficiaries. 

Unfortunately, due to some reasons, we were 

not able to reach this objective, that of 

increasing the number of beneficiaries to 15.  

One main reason was that the elderly who were 

eligible for this project were not ready to open 

their homes for the social workers. Some of 

them were ashamed of their situation; the 

others didn’t want to receive our help. On the 
other hand, we had elderly who wanted to 

benefit of this service, but from our point of 

view they were 

eligible for 

other services, 

like Day Center 

and we 

directed them 

to this service. 

We had to stop 

the service for 

one beneficiary 

because of 

alcohol abuse 

and because it 

was dangerous for the social worker to go into 

that house.  

Out of the total number of beneficiaries, 8 of 

them are women, one is disabled, and one 

suffers from dementia.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE: WOOD WITH LOVE 

 

 
 

 

Most of us do this: support charity financially. Anyway - I do give money to charity. What we do far less is actually 

go there and help out. However, when I got the chance to really contribute with a group of friends, I did not 

hesitate: I went to Moldova. I wanted to chop wood to give people a chance to survive the winter. Yes, really, 

people freeze to death because nobody looks after them and because they are unable to build up a supply of wood 

by themselves. We had to do something about this. At our own expense we booked a ticket to Moldova and a place 

to stay. All the money that we would collect through various actions was to be spent in Moldova to support people 

in need. This concept appealed to me. 

 

In the autumn holiday (I am a teacher) we took off to Moldova with many expectations and a well-filled wallet. 

Despite our preparations for the journey and the work, it reality turned out to be even more poignant than we had 

imagined. Between wood chopping we were taken by members of Hart van Moldavië to the people for whom we 

did this. The first two men of the group came back very upset after being confronted with the way some people live. 

Big men had tears in their eyes because of the shocking scenes they had seen. The next day two other friends 

returned even more upset. And yes, then I was allowed to go. Initially, I indicated that I did not want to go because I 

was afraid I would not be able to handle it. Then a wise man from our group said: "If you do not do it for yourself, 

do it for the people. Because you are here and by visiting them you give much needed love and attention." So I went 

and I am glad I did.  

 

We did very well to help. The gratitude and love I have seen in the eyes of the people I met is indescribable and this 

I will always remember. Of course you see a lot of suffering, of course you see degrading circumstances, but to be 

able to help, no matter how little, gives a lot of satisfaction. This time we were able to lay a stock of wood for 
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people and we were able to distribute food packages. We even could provide a trampoline for the children. 

 

When people ask me how my journey was, I say that poverty is a measure that we measure by our own wealth. 

Actually, that is not fair. Because even if in our eyes you are a lot poorer, you can experience happiness. However a 

number of preconditions must be met. These preconditions are not available for the people we have visited. And 

that has touched me deeply. 

 

Once back in the Netherlands, it took me several weeks to process the impressions and to accept the wealth we 

have here. Moldova is a beautiful country; it has however large differences in income: there are rich and very poor 

people. This country is forever in my heart and I definitely intend to contribute again this year to alleviate sorrow of 

these lovely people. 

 

Mart van Maasdam 

 



 

 

 HUMAN TRAFFICKING PROTECTION 

IL PONTE OR LONG-TERM PLACEMENTS 

n 2017 Il Ponte project followed the following objectives:  

 Provide a bridge between past and present for young 

people who grew up  in orphanages; 

 Provide a stable and secure environment within a family; 

 Provide opportunities to learn a profession and/or gain 

higher educational degree.  

In 2017 there were 40 beneficiaries in this project. During the 

year 10 beneficiaries left the project. The main reason of leaving 

the project was that the person finished his/her studies. At the 

end of 2017, there were 30 beneficiaries in the project. 

Boys 10 

Girls 20 

 

Out of this number:  

University /College Student 9 

High School Students 12 

Middle School Students 4 

Professional School Students 4 

 

The beneficiaries are carried for by 20 families.  

 

Two social workers supervise and support the beneficiaries and 

the foster parents during this period.  They also maintain contact 

as long as possible with the graduates and gather information on 

their integration and performance socially and on the labour 

market.  

Out of the 10 graduates in 2016: 

Graduates of How 

many 

Present Occupation 

University 2 Master Degree student; got a job 

Professional 

school 

3 No job (one is a special need 

person and works from home) 

Lyceum 1 University student in Romania 

College 2 One got a job 

No contact with 2 Left the country, etc. 

I 
“We welcomed the 

first orphan children 

in our family in 2008. 

Since then we have 

cared for 16 children 

of different ages. We 

have always wanted 

them to find love, 

attention, care and 

good food in our 

home. Most of all we 

wanted all of them 

to feel God’s love 

and protection over 

their lives. They have 

been a challenge for 

us, but at the same 

time they became 

part of our family. 

God has taught us a 

lot through them. 

Thank you very much 

for giving us this 

opportunity to serve 

children, as well as 

for the moral and 

financial support. ” 

The Buneanu family, 

caregivers 



 

 

“I was very impressed by the 
attachment the children felt for their 

foster parents. They spoke with 

much passion about the family 

hoping that the time between the 

holidays will run fast and they will 

meet very soon.” 

Ina, social worker 

SHORT-TERM PLACEMENTS 

In 2017 we continued to pursue the following 

objectives through this project for the orphan 

children: 

 experience the environment of a 

healthy and caring family; 

 provide opportunities for children to 

become part of a family structure; 

 provide long-lasting family support over 

the years by placing the child in the 

same family; 

 promote the family care as the only 

care to meet all the needs of a child.  

In 2017 we supported the placement of 88 

children from orphanages in families. We 

mainly cooperate with two orphanages: the 

boarding school from Straseni and from 

Carpineni. 

Holiday Nr  of days Total nr of 

children 

Christmas 17 24 

Easter 10 29 

Summer 92 35 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 to 17 families from different villages and 

regions of Moldova were involved in offering 

their homes and care to these children. The 

families that we worked with have been 

involved in placement projects for several 

years. Before taking a child in placement, they 

prepared the documents required by the social 

department. Few children went to families they 

did not know. If the family does not want the 

child to come to them on the next vacation, the 

social workers discuss the case with the family 

and find other possibilities.  

 

FOSTER CARE 

The objective for the Foster Care project for 

2017 was to provide parental care and 

supervision to children and young people who 

can no longer be with their biological family.  

In 2017 there were 26 foster families who cared 

for 99 children until the month of June: 57 girls 

and 42 boys.  

All parents involved in Short and Long-term 

placements, as well as foster care parents were 

invited to a seminar held in Chisinau on October 
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“The camp was a great 
blessing for our family. 

After a week of treatment 

and rest we all went home 

renewed and encouraged. 

Thank you.” 

Foster Care Family 

19 to 21 on the topic of Trauma Competent 

Care giving. During this seminar they found out 

the impact that a trauma has on child’s 
development and were equipped with essential 

skills needed to care for a traumatized child.  

On November 22 to 25, foster parents, pastors, 

social workers and potential foster caregivers 

participated into another training organized by 

the Alliance Romania without Orphans in 

Bucharest, Romania. 

 

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE AND 

TREATMENT CAMPS 

Medical assistance is part of both placements 

and foster care projects. In 2017 we continued 

to support the families and children by offering 

access to high quality medical care. The 

majority of the foster families are low income 

families. The children from the orphanages 

often face 

different health 

issues, which 

cannot be treated 

by the orphanage 

doctors. Thus, the 

children as well as 

the foster parents 

have the 

opportunity to 

improve their 

health during the 

summer treatment camps which have been 

held at the Christian Medical Center in 

Cioburciu since 2010 or to address to dr. Mihai 

from the Children Central Hospital in Chisinau.   

 

In 2017, 25 children from Bulboaca boarding 

school, 14 children from Straseni boarding 

school, 10 children from social vulnerable 

families and 152 participants from Foster Care 

project were able to rest and receive treatment 

during the Summer Treatment Camp. Eight 

foster family couples had the possibility to 

benefit of all the medical services offered by the 

Christian Medical Center in Cioburciu. During 

the camp, foster parents also have time for 

recreation, meetings with other foster parents 

and sharing experiences.  

 

SHELTER 

 

Four girls benefited of the Shelter project 

during 2017. Three of them were students in 

the second and third year of University. They 

studied pedagogy, foreign and Romanian 

languages. It was a year in which they focused 

on the practical application of the information 

received, as well as on the personal orientation 
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in the choice of the subject of the thesis. They 

did their internship in primary school and 

gymnasium and had the opportunity to taste 

the field they want to enter.  

The other girl graduated from a college of 

construction. In August she enrolled into a six-

month training course specialized in 

hairdressing and cosmetology. Unfortunately, 

she dropped out of studies to arrange her 

personal life.  

Each of them has her personal rhythm to adapt 

to social life and to assume responsibilities of 

life. In fact, this is one of the main objectives of 

the project.  

All of them received moral, educational and 

financial support during the year.  

The girls were also involved in charity actions. 

At Christmas they helped to prepare and 

distribute food parcels, as well as wood and 

coal for poor families and elderly.  

The girls were encouraged to cultivate their 

relationship with the biological or extended 

family.   

After 12 years of activity the Shelter project will 

end in June 2018. Since 2006 a total of 25 

beneficiaries (24 girls and 1 boy) were 

supported through this project.  

 

PROTECTION HOME 

 

 
 

The two beneficiaries of the Protection Home 

have benefited of this project for the last 18 

years. Just like the previous years, this project 

offered protection, support, security and trust 

that God has never abandoned them, but has 

always cared for them.  

Just like other girl of their age, they would want 

to have their own family. Yet, the lack of 

schooling, deficient social skills and unfavorable 

environment made them vulnerable to the 

expectations of the society. But if they can do 

something with their hands, they do it 

wholeheartedly. For example Natasha helps at 

the Christian Center cleaning the rooms, 

cleaning vegetables or doing dishes. She likes to 

knit socks and works in the greenhouse. Lena 

takes care of the household, cooks, etc.   

Both Natasha and Lena didn’t make many 

changes in their lives. For them any major 

change would cause emotional insecurity.  

At the beginning of 2017 Natasha suffered a car 

accident. She had to lay in bed for several 

months, requiring medial, physical and moral 

support. With the help of God and the support 

of the people Natasha gradually recovered. She 

is thankful for everything people did for her. 
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Every day she visits the central point of the 

village, such as the post office, medical center, 

the Christian Center to greet people and to ask 

if she can do something for them.  

Eighteen years have passed since they moved to 

Tintareni. At present they are more than 

beneficiaries, they became good friends, part of 

our lives.  

 

VOLUNTEERING 

 

Volunteers play an important role and bring a 

judge value to our association. They help us to 

achieve our mission of sharing the love of God 

through efficient actions to fulfill the needs of 

disadvantaged people of Moldova.  

In 2017 we were able to fulfill the following 

activities due to the involvement of volunteers 

from the Netherlands:  

Zwagerman Simon and Spinu Rodica, 

representatives of Hart voor Moldavie,  have 

been volunteering for Bethania for over 20 

years. They have been at the roots of many of 

our projects. In 2017 they continued to care for 

the beneficiaries and lead the Shelter and 

Protection Home projects. Three days per week 

Rodica has also volunteered as a psychologist at 

the Christian Center. She performed individual 

and group counseling.  

 

Alineke van Opstal is another Dutch voluteer 

who came via Hart 

voor Moldavie in 

2016. During this 

year she assisted 

the Elderly Care 

team with the 

daily activities as 

well as helping 

with training 

sessions for the 

team.  

 

 

Arjet Borger, founder and trainer at Care and 

Sexuality Foundation, the Netherlands 

performed a training in May on sexuality for the 

teachers and social workers, as well as for the 

children and teenagers from the Christian 

Center.  



26 

 

 

Also in May we welcomed a team of young 

people from Furuhujdskyrkan from Sweden 

who spend a wonderful time with our 

teenagers.  Emma Peterson, the leader, was a 

fulll-time volunteer at Bethania before and 

keeps Moldovan people and their needs in her 

heart.  

In August we welcomed the team from the 

Baptist Church from Harderwijk who organized 

and developed a five-day camp for 35 children 

aged from 10 to 14 from Bulboaca.  

 

Tony Imthorn joined our team in August. His 

enthousiasm, energy and dedicaton turned the 

musical therapy sessions into a joyful and very 

awaited activity.  

 

In November a team of strong and big-hearted 

woodcutters from Soest, the Netherlands spent 

one week cutting and distributing so needed 

wood to poor and disadvantaged families and 

elderly people from Bulboaca.   

Another passionate team of woodcutters from 

Werkendam, the Netherlands led by Lukas 
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Mandemakers  for several years in a row, cut 

and distributed wood to help needy families 

and elderly from Tintareni to heat their houses 

during the winter.  
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