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OUR IDENTITY

BETHANIA Christian Relief Association is a
provider of child and elderly care, family
and community services.

Association, the name it activates up to
present. BETHANIA expanded its activity in
the area of human trafficking and social and
family integration of children from
orphanages and boarding schools.

BETHANIA origins date back to 1998, when a
group of Christians registered Dorca
Christian Relief Foundation that provided
day care services and humanitarian aid for
vulnerable children and elderly.

Although we are based in Tintareni, a village
with about 3000 people in the central part of
Moldova, our work extends to different parts
of the country through various projects that
aim to meet the spiritual, educational and
housing needs of the poor in Moldova.

In 2001, Dorca Christian Relief Foundation
changed to BETHANIA Christian Relief

We aim to lift up
disadvantaged
people by providing
for their basic daily
needs with love and
care.
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Our Vision, Mission and Values

Our Vision
BETHANIA vision is that all people share the love of God to disadvantaged people
through a holistic approach.

Our Mission
BETHANIA is a Christian organization that manifests the love of God through efficient
actions to fulfill the needs of disadvantaged people.

Our Values
BETHAIA is a Christian organization and is committed to biblical values. The core
values that guide us through our daily work are:


Improving life

We support our beneficiary in their emotional, spiritual, and physical growth and
development.


Ethics and Integrity

We are committed to operate with the highest standards of integrity based on Biblical
principles.


Transparency and Accountability

We promote transparency, accountability and integrity at all levels of our activities in
relation to our employees, volunteers, beneficiaries, partners, and state.


Team work

We value all members of our diverse family for their individual contribution. We
acknowledge the responsibility of every single person and support the growth of
people both personally and professionally.


Professional and Dedication

We put forth our personal and professional best, providing the highest quality of care
of which we are capable.


Partners and Cooperation

We recognize the importance of cooperation and value the partnerships we have
built.
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Message from the President

Message from the President

Dear friends, dear partners,
"Not he who has much is rich, but he who gives
much." Erich Fromm
We are a team of people consolidated around
the desire and purpose to manifest God's love
for those in need. We are all different, but one in
fulfilling God's intention. We understand and
strive to apply the principle in Ephesians 2:10
and Titus 2:14;
"For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do."
"who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a
people that are his very own, eager to do what is good."
We seek to solve social, material, educational, and spiritual problems through
effective actions.
We pursue quality and goodness in everything we do. Guided by God and motivated
to remain faithful to Him.
We thank God that He allows us to have services through which we can be useful to
children, families, and the elderly.
Our goal is that no family from Tintareni and Bulboaca remains untouched by the love
of God, in various ways. We seek to spread this influence of love throughout
Moldova.
Our gratitude and thanks goes to all individuals and organizations for supporting us
in our vision of sharing the love of God to disadvantaged people.

Igor Kohaniuk
President of Bethania
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ELDERLY CARE

ELDERLY CARE PROJECTS

E

lderly Care continued to
provide quality services to
elderly living in Anenii Noi
district through its three
services Elderly Day Care Centers, Meals
on Wheels, and Home Care.
DAY CARE CENTERS
As an organization we are committed to
continuously improve and adjust each of our
social services to the legal quality
standards.

Tintareni, Chirca, Socoleni and Cretoaia.
The Day Care Center in Bulboaca provided
day care for 49 elderly from Bulboaca
village.
One of our imperatives is supporting
elderly to remain in their familiar
surroundings for as long as possible. Thus,
we ensure that the main activities of our
beneficiaries’ daily living are met
efficiently.

The Day Care Center in Tintareni provided
care for 48 elderly from four villages:

The group of elderly people from the Day Care Center in Tintareni with the staff and volunteer

7

2018

ELDERLY CARE
The Day Care Center beneficiaries are
engaged in a variety of daily activities that
maintain their physical and mental function.
The Day Care Centers services offer
engaging activities for all beneficiaries such
as leisure and fun activities, trips, special
event celebration, exercises, and social
events. The beneficiaries enjoy healthy
meals, weekly showering, monthly haircut,
and laundry services.
Transportation is provided to and from the
center. We pick up the elderly at their homes
in the morning and return them to their
homes after lunchtime.
In June we were able to buy a new vehicle
for the Elderly Day Care Center in Tintareni.
Thus, in 2018 we were able to provide better

transportation services that elderly were not
able to afford by themselves.
As an organization, we don’t provide medical
services, but in collaboration with the Family
Doctor office we offer transportation to the
elderly to get to the District hospital in Anenii
Noi whenever the family doctor schedules
the elderly to a medical specialist or at least
once per year.
This year we were able to organize one
common meeting for the elderly from the
Day Care Center in Bulboaca and those from
Tintareni. These meetings strengthen the
relationship among the elderly and give
them the possibility to meet old friends.

Participating in and enjoying artistic endeavor gives a sense of purpose and keep the mind busy.
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ELDERLY CARE
BETHANIA continued improving its facility
with a new intergenerational playground on
the territory of the center in Tintareni. At the
heart of this idea is the social aspect of
children and elderly playing together, as
well as the encouraging strength and
cardiovascular activity.

In 2017 there were a total of 387 elderly over
60 years old in Tintareni and 740 elderly in
Bulboaca.

Intergenerational playground
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ELDERLY CARE
MEALS ON WHEELS
Meals on Wheels are part of the Elderly Care
which is dedicated to provide nutrition and
eliminate isolation. Weekdays, between 11
a.m. and 2 p.m., we deliver hot lunches to
around 60 homebound elderly who live in
Bulboaca, Tintareni and neighboring
villages. Meals are provided free of charge.

Our menus consist of a soup, main course
(porridge, beans, meat/fish, etc.) and bread.
Beyond making sure that the elderly are fed
and safe, for many of them this is the only
contact they receive in a day. Thus, it gives a
sense of security because of its regular
personal contact.
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ELDERLY CARE

HOME CARE
Homecare offers non-medical services
designed to meet the personal needs of each
beneficiary.Care schedules ranges from a
few hours a day to a couple of days a week.
In 2018 two caregivers were able to provide
for 10 beneficiaries from Tintareni village.
Some of the most common services the

caregivers provided were mobility,
incontinence, bathing, dressing, grooming
and hygiene, light housekeeping, laundry,
companionship. Besides that the caregivers
took time to answer questions, listen or offer
advice.
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CHILD DAY CARE

CHILD DAY CARE

I

n spite of all the reforms in Moldova over the past decade, the political and economic
instability led to a high level of emigration and aging of population. With a desire to have
a better life and improve their living conditions, the adult population immigrates abroad.
Children left behind are usually cared for by their grandparents, older siblings, and in some
cases they are left on their own. The absence of their parents challenges them a lot and
increases the risky behavior. Poor children and children left behind are among the most
vulnerable to human trafficking.
BETHANIA operates two Day Care Centers for children and teenagers: Christian Community
Center (CCC) in Tintareni and Child Day Care Center (CDCC) in Bulboaca village. These
are year-round centers designed to provide care, education and recreational activities to
primary school children and teenagers from both villages.
During the reporting period, the centers impacted the lives of over 350 children and
teenagers yearly from both communities through the following programs:
- Christian Community Center in Tintareni
o Afterschool Program
o Teenagers’ Club
o Children’s Day Celebration
o Summer Day Camps
- Child Day Care Center in Bulboaca
o Summer Camps
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CHILD DAY CARE
AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM in
Tintareni and DAY CARE
CENTER in Bulboaca

provide extended learning opportunities
in the areas of reading, writing and math.
The focus areas for both projects included
academic support, mentoring, Bible
lessons, crafts, sports and recreation.
Musical therapy and counseling were
available in the first part of the school year
at the Afterschool program in Tintareni.
The support was offered in small groups
and/or individual tutoring led by social
teachers Monday to Friday

In 2017 both Christian Community Center
and Child Day Care Center obtained
provisional accreditation. However, in
2018 we decided not to go on with the
accreditation. As an organization we are
committed to offer high quality services to
our beneficiaries. Unfortunately, the
accreditation of social services in Moldova
is very new; there is much vagueness in
the process itself.
The afterschool programs started second
week of the school and ended on May 25th.
60 children were enrolled at CCC and 24
at the CDCC. The daily presence in both
projects was 95%.
The beneficiaries of the Afterschool
program in Tintareni were 56 children
aged 7 to 13, the beneficiaries of the Day
Care Center in Bulboaca were 22 children
aged 7 to 10 who came from low-income
families, alcoholic parents, neglected or
abused children, children with parents
working abroad, single parent or
divorced families, large families or with
families without any support from the
extended family.

The projects provided a daily nutritional
lunch and occasional field trips. The
participation of children in both projects
was at no cost to parents.
The objectives remained the same as in
the previous years:
-

The mission of the program was to assist
our beneficiaries with homework and
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A safe and supportive environment
for the afterschool period to children
from a troubled background.
- Educational support to improve
academic achievements, school
attendance, and reduce disciplinary
problems.
- Healthy nutrition.
- Holistic support: emotional,
psychological, spiritual and material
support to children according to
their individual needs
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CHILD DAY CARE

Outdoor games, sports competitions and
football training twice per week,
birthdays’ celebration, fathers’ and
mothers’ day parties are included in the
program to help the child develop in a
complex way.

During the winter time children were
engaged in table games. In February we
organized a Chess Contest for children
from second to fifth grades. This has been
a good tradition for the last couple of
years.

In 2018 the Child Day Care Center in
Bulboaca organized Saturday meetings for
those children who wanted to participate
into the Sunday Church service. During
these meetings children learned songs,
took part into Bible lesson followed by
games or cooking classes. Parents’
meetings were hold every second month.
TEENAGERS’ CLUB

Both projects offered a structured
homework routine. The amount of time
dedicated for homework varied from
about 30 minutes to two hours a day.
When children completed homework
before the time was up, they were allowed
to change to another activity. Often the
social teachers prepared games that
would use math or language skills.

Lunch was served to all children at 2 pm.
This was a very important part of the
projects since for some children breakfast
at school would have been the last meal of
the day.

TC is a Christian club serving 6th to 8th
grade students from Tintareni from
Monday to Friday. TC focused on
providing to 36 in 2018 young people a
welcoming space to spend their after
school hours and talk about topics that
affect their lives. Weekly meetings
discussed a variety of subjects, offering
our beneficiaries a safe environment to
confront challenges coming up as they
grow into adults. The Bible-based subjects
focused on healthy relationships, future
profession, damage of alcohol, smoking
14
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CHILD DAY CARE
and drugs, bulling, etc. On Saturdays TC
hold special meetings for young people
16 years and up. These meetings were
attended by around 20 young people from
Tintareni.

CHILDREN’S DAY

Children’s day is celebrated each year on
June 1st. Whether it is the fact that it is
celebrated the love for childhood this is
the day when we want our children to be
happy. This is also the first day of the
summer vacation for children and recently
was made an official free day for parents.
For the last 15 years, BETHANIA offered
children and parents the possibility to
spend this time together in a healthy and
joyful atmosphere.

The celebration started by 10 am and
gathered about 200 children and adults
from Tintareni.
They enjoyed playing team games,
making colored salt jars or flowers out of
paper, playing football and other
interesting activities prepared by the staff
and volunteers. Children were engaged in

learning Christian songs with gestures.
They learned to paint flowers on canvas.
At the end of the day children got
refreshed with ice-cream.

SUMMER DAY CAMPS
Two 10-day camps for children aged 8 to
11 were hold during months of June and
July at the Christian Community Center in
Tintareni.
Driven by passionate staff and volunteers
our camps are dedicated to support
children and teenagers from low income
and social vulnerable families at no cost.
A strong point of our camps is that it
provides the possibility to children a
much-needed break from home where
they get chance to associate with other

15

2018

CHILD DAY CARE
children as well as learn important
life-skills.
What makes our camps different from
other camps is that we provide a full day
One of the goal of the camps is to bring
the gospel to the children in a
comprehensive way, as much as to
provide fun and educational activities

of activities. A team of Bethania staff and
volunteers prepares and over see the
whole program and guiding the children
during each day.
The staff prepared an interactive and
dynamic program and during the 10 days
children delighted to learn about the
heroes from the Bible: David, Solomon,
Paul, etc. The children were drawn into
the spirit of faith and encouragement,
fascinating characters, workshops and
playtime.
A total of 100 children rested in our camps
in summer of 2018 and 90 children in the
summer of 2019.

such as drama, handcrafting,
teambuilding games, sports and arts.

TEENAGERS’ CAMP
In 2018 during the period of July 16-20 we
organized a camp for 32 teenagers of 1214 years old. This year we wanted to
discuss with the teens issues that they
would be able to apply in their daily life.

The main subject of the camp was: In
partnership with God. During the first day
they discussed what kind of partners God
wants us to see. Afterwards the teens were
divided in groups and had to choose a
social project that they fulfilled at the end
16
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CHILD DAY CARE
of the week. The teens involved very
actively. As a consequence a group of
teenagers gathered clothing and supplies
for a poor family with two children,
another group visited and elderly woman
and cleaned up her house and the other
group cleaned up two bus stations. The
teens testified that this period helped
them to feel the needs of other people and
understand God better.
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING PREVENTION
According to the data presented by Open Doors in the 2018 Country Fact Sheet the
number of children living in institutions in Moldova decreased from 11.500 in 2006 to
1100 in 2017.The number of children in family-based care increased two-fold
between 2006 and 2017; the number of professional foster care families increased 9
times, and the number of children placed in a protective family environment
increased 15 times (from 47 children in 2006 to 1017 in 2017).
In the same document it is stated that during 2017, there were 4918 children at risk of
separation from their parents registered and examined by the local gate-keeping
committees. Out of them, 376 children have been placed in residential institutions;
the remaining 4542 children received prevention and family strengthening
interventions or alternative care services.
At BETHANIA, the department of Human Trafficking Prevention slightly moved from
direct involvement in human trafficking to supporting the alternative child care
services. We work both with institutions as well as with alternative family care
services. In 2018 we run such projects as Foster Care, Il Ponte (Long-Term
Placements), Holiday (Short-Term Placements), Protection Home and Summer
Treatment Camps. We aim to prevent and minimize the possibility of a child to get
into human trafficking by providing family care opportunities to at-risk children.
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PROTECTION HOME
This year was characterized by a big
change in the lives of the two beneficiaries
of the Protection Home. The Zwagerman
family returned back to the Netherlands
after a period of over 22 years of living in
Moldova. Rodica and Sam were
coordinating the project and they were
very much in contact since the girls
moved to Tintareni.
In July Natasha and Lena made a two
week visit to the Netherlands by car. This
was a special moment for them. They met
with old friends that have been part of
their lives at a certain time. Both of them
came home very enthusiastic. Afterwards,
they slowly integrated into their new life.
Lena was offered the possibility to babysit
for a while. Natasha volunteered to help at
the Elderly Center with dish washing. She
also baked pancakes for the elderly at
different occasions.
The relationship between the girls are
good. They are assisted weekly with food
shopping. Every week Natasa joins the
staff that is in charge of buying products
for the projects and buys food and
everything necessary for their house.
They were assisted with different health
problems. Lena had a tooth problem.
Natasha has problems with iron
deficiency. The girls were helped to buy
medicines. Sometimes they were
encouraged to go by themselves to the
pharmacy in Anenii noi.
In December we organized a special
shopping day when the girls were helped
to buy necessary clothing.
For Christmas Lena and Natasha learned
to cook a new traditional food: rachituri
(piftie). They spent the Christmas and New
Year with families that they are friends
with.
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FOSTER CARE
There were 10 families in Foster Care
project in 2018 caring for a total number of
39 children throughout the year.
The foster parents paticipated into a
training on trauma and child brain
development. Counseling was offered
anytime a parent or family required. Most
of the time, the purpose of the counseling
was to find positive solutions to everyday
problems. Families were assisted in
providng quality medical treatment to
children. One beneficiary was hit by a car
and had a strong blow to the head. As a
result, the girl developed a tumor and
suffered a head surgery followed by
medical recuperation and treatment.

LONG-TERM PLACEMENT (IL
PONTE)
In the beginning of the school year there
were 28 young people in the project. All of
them were students at secondary schools
and universities.
During this time, they were motivated to
continue their studies and learn a
profession. They face many challenges
and need our emotional, moral and
material support. We try to guide them to
find the right solution for the specific
problem. Most of times we keep contact
with them through the phone. Thus, we are
up todate with their situation.
The young people accommodated well in
the families, they get involved in family
activities and celebrations. The family is a
substantial support in at this age for them.
We are also supportive towards their
spiritual life. Although we don’t put
pressure on them, many of them currently
attend a local church or youth meetings.
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Some of them were led to Christ and are
active in their local churches.

also received kitchen tools (dishes,
cutlery, etc.).

At the end of the school year seven of
them graduated from different schools.
One graduated from the university, five
graduated from professional schools or
training centers.

For Christmas, each beneficiary received
a Christmas gift box, which made their
Christmas happier.

September is the beginning of the new
school year. This is also a good time to see
how many beneficiaries will stay in the
project for the new year. In the summer
several beneficiaries finished their
studies. In September we made
appointments with each student to catch
up with their life and see what where their
plans for the future. In the same time, we
asked each of them to bring an official
certificate of enrollment. Since most of
them are not from Chisinau the social
workers travelled to different parts of
Moldova. The beneficiaries are students at
different institutions. One studies to be a
kinetotherapist, another one studies for an
auto mechanic, others do their studies at
different professional schools. It is a
blessing to see them growing up and
opening new opportunities for their lives.
Most of them are well integrated into the
families and appreciate very much the
support of the family and the support from
the project.
The lives of the beneficiaries after the
project differ from one person to another.
One boy, for example, after graduation,
went to the army. Another one went back
to his native village. What is important is
that each of them has a profession and a
family where they can find support in the
difficult times.
Besides the financial support, during this
period each beneficiary received also
material support which consisted of
clothing, shampoo, toothpaste. The
families who care for the beneficiaries

At the end of 2018 there were 19 young
people beneficiaries of Il Ponte project.

SHORT TERM PLACEMENTS
There have been 29 children from the
orphanage in Straseni placed in 7 families
during the Christmas holiday. This is one
of the most beautiful periods for the
children. They integrated well into the
families, together attended the church
services and celebrated Christmas in
family. Usually, children are placed in the
same families and every time they come
again, it is like coming home for them.
For Christmas each child received a
Christmas gift that they were waiting
impatiently for.
For the Easter holiday there were 36
children from Straseni orphanage placed
in 8 families. The Easter holiday was the
shortest and lasted only for 10 days. They
participated into family reunions and
church services. Usually, families are
visiting each other and thus children get to
meet more people. One of the goals is that
children see healthy families and take this
experience into their future life. The way
that they meet almost all the time the same
families give confidence to them and help
to build strong bridges between children
and family members. In many cases, when
leaving the orphanage they are welcomed
by these families.
The Summer vacation lasted for over 90
days. 24 children were placed in 12
families. The children were from the
Straseni and Carpineni orphanages.
Besides the fact that they spend time in the
20
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING PREVENTION
family, many children participated into
different day camps organized by local
churches.
Children also had the possibility to learn
to work in a garden and grow vegetables
and fruits. They helped the families with
the household, the girls learned to cook,
to bake and how to care for the family.
Often during our visits we get served by
food that they learn to together.
During the holiday several children
needed medical assistance. In the
beginning of the summer the temperature
were very high and caused nasal
bleeding. The parents took the children to
the family doctors and they received the
necessary help.
During the summer holiday we
collaborated with the orphanage from
Carpineni which works with children with
psychical problems. Even if the children
are special, there were families open to
care for them. Four children out of the
total number of placed children needed
special care, which included medical
treatment also. This was not easy, but it
was so benefic for these children to be
part of a family.

TREATMENT CAMPS
Like in previous years the Treatment
Camp was organized at the Christian
Medical Center in Cioburciu.
This summer 50 children benefited from
the treatment camp: 20 children from the
boarding school in Bulboaca, 10 children
from the orphanage in Straseni and 20
children from vulnerable families whose
parents cannot afford their treatment
expenses.
The children spent ten days of camp. They
participated into recreational program
organized by local people, as well as
medical treatment provided by the
medical center. The majority of children
came with recommendations and
diagnosis from their school doctor or
family doctor.
Some children were sick with several
diseases. The most frequent illnesses
children suffer from:
Locomotor system
Digestive system

We had also emergency situations. At the
beginning of the holiday one child ran
away from the family. The teachers from
the orphanage told us in advance that it
could happen. When it happened we
contacted the administration of the
orphanage. The family and several local
families searched for him. By midnight
they were found by the police.
The children were visited monthly or
whenever it is necessary by the social
worker. The families maintain personal
contact with the social worker. At the end
of the holiday each family accompanied
the child to the orphanage.

14%
Dermatological

35%

9%

Cardiovascular
system

7%

Respiratory system

7%
10%

18%

Urogenital systewm
Otolaringology

At the end of their stay in the treatment
camp, children made medical tests again
to see the improvement in their health.
Some children, especially those from
vulnerable background received

21

HUMAN TRAFFICKING PREVENTION
indications to continue their treatment at
home.
The children from the boarding school in
Bulboaca were accompanied by their
nurse. She confirmed for us that during
their stay at this medical center children
were treated well, the staff had good
attitude towards children and they were
surround by a positive atmosphere.
Besides medical treatment, children had a
good time of recreation. The program
included different sport and outdoor
activities, group games, Bible lessons and
trips. The Cioburciu village is situated on
the bank of Nistru River and is
surrounded by beautiful natural scenes.
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FINANCIAL REPORT CARD

FINANCIAL REPORT CARD

Balance
end of 2017

Total donations
received in 2018

Total costs
2018

Balance
end of 2018

EUR

41941

366137

318460

89617.45

USD

1268.91

3961.84

3961.84

1268.91

Bethania is thankful for all of our partners who have been faithful over the years to financially
support the projects.

The main cost of the association are is people.

EXPENSES PER DEPARTMENTS 2018

Elderly Care
23%

Child Day
Care
31%

Human
Trafficking
Prevention
46%
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EXPENSES PER DEPARTMENTS:
CHILD DAY CARE
Christian
Community
Center

Child Day
Care
Center,
Bulboaca

Teenagers'
Club

Balance end of 2017
Donations in Euro

4616
56077

11501
26560

671
10000

1
1500

1030
6000

Project related expenses
Balance end of 2018

59543
1150

22543
15518

8602
2069

808
693

5863
1167

June
1st

Summer
Day
Camps

HUMAN TRAFFICKING PREVENTION
Short-Term
Placements

Foster Care

Treatment
Camps

Protection
Home

3695
33000

4910
11000

12940
81760

366
7300

64
755

31879
4816

10588
5322

86204
8496

7653
13

1030
211

Home Care

Firewood
support

Il Ponte

Balance end of 2017
Donations in Euro
Project related
expenses
Balance end of 2018

ELDERLY CARE
Elderly Care,
Tintareni

Elderly
Care,
Bulboaca

Balance end of 2017
Donations in Euro

166
39620

1802
25300

74
7065

0
1500

Project related expenses

38439

27623

6879

1312

1347

-521

260

188

Balance end of 2018
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AO ACC BETHANIA
13 Stefan cel Mare Street,
Tintareni, 6538
Anenii Noi
Republic of Moldova
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